
“Community is a place of belonging, a place 

where people are earthed and find their 

identity..– Jean Vanier 

The other day, while doing some research and 

thinking for a sermon, I came across the website for 

an organization that stated that one of their core 

primary beliefs was “to create an environment of 

community, belonging and hospitality so as to 

deepen the lives of everyone we meet and serve.” 

Sounds like a great core 

belief for a church doesn’t 

it? In this case, however, it 

isn’t a church, it’s a Coffee 

House in Eagle, Idaho.  

We spend a lot of time in the Church talking about 

being a Christian community. What does that really 

mean? How can we be a community that is open, 

welcoming and hospitable? How do we help people 

feel like they belong? 

You may be wondering why these questions are 

important. It is quite simple, really. As Jean 

Vanier’s quote says, community is a place of 

belonging…it is in community that people find their 

identity and find their roots. For the longest time 

we thought that people needed to have faith and 

believe in something before they could belong. I 

think we, particularly in the church, are starting to 

realize that before people can believe, they need to 

feel that they belong, that they are a part of the 

body of Christ.  

What is Christian community, but the community 

of the lost who have found their way home. What 

are Christians but imperfect human beings, one 

beggar telling other beggars where to find bread, 

and when they gather around that bread they find 

sustenance, loving companionship, redemption, 

and joy!  

So, let’s take some time in the weeks and months 

ahead to talk about some of those questions of 

creating a community of imagination that has as 

one of its core primary beliefs “to create an 

environment of community, belonging and 

hospitality so as to deepen the lives of everyone we 

meet and serve.” 

Blessings and peace, Rushan 

 

WEEKLY OFFERING REPORT 

May 9, 2010 

 

Amount needed for Budget………. ….. $5,465 

Last Week’s Offering…………………….. $4,561 

 

We are very grateful for all who share in a 

generous way their Time, Talent & Treasure. 

Some do little things on a regular basis and others 

share in different ways. All contribute to building 

up the life of faith and the life of this community. 

Thank you for your continued giving and thank 

you to all of you who keep up with your pledges 

while you are traveling. 

 

 
PARSONAGE REMODELING PROJECT 

 
One of the planned expenditures for the Capital 
Campaign funds was the remodeling of the 
Parsonage; $50,000 was the estimated budget for 
the job.  When we learned that our new pastor 
would be living there, the Board of Trustees and 
the Pastoral Transition and Relations Committee 
went into action!  They assessed the needs, made 
plans, recruited vendors and volunteers.  The work 
began and was completed on time, and, as noted 
below, way under budget! Many thanks go to the 
volunteers who gave countless hours of their time 
to make it happen.  In addition, Belforest Kitchen 
and Bath was extremely generous in their charge 
for the cabinets and Sullivan Hardwood Floors did 
a superior job.  A brief summary: 
 
 Kitchen               $  7255 
 Floors    2500 
 Door & Locks     773 
 Paint      935 
 Chimney repair       500 
 Lumber & Misc.   3600 
  Total         $  15,563 

 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2010 

 

PLEASE WEAR YOUR NAME TAGS!  Let’s help Rev. 
Sinnaduray put names to faces by wearing our 
name tags.  
 
CHERUB CHOIR:  Today, 11:15 AM in the sanctuary 
because of the talent show. 
 
JUNIOR CHOIR: Today, 11:30 AM in the sanctuary 
because of the talent show.  
 
TALENT SHOW AND LUNCHEON TODAY after 
coffee hour. 
 
MISSION COLLECTION for May is non-perishable 
food items.  
 
DEADLINE IS TODAY for submitting items to the 
church office for the June issue of The 
Churchmouse. 
 
STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL, SUNDAY, JUNE 20. 
Planning has begun for this year's Strawberry 
Festival. Jobs are open for all ages from pickers to 
bakers, whippers and servers. Sign-up sheet is 
posted on the kitchen door.   
 
CHANGE OF DATE:  SENIOR CLASS SEND-OFF 
BREAKFAST will now take place on Friday, June 11, 
8:00 AM.  Sign-ups will begin next Sunday during 
the coffee hour. 
 
PASTORAL TRANSITION and RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE has been formed, made up of the 
following:  Craig McAllister, Katha Kerr, Polly Rice, 
Jim Magennis, Dan LeGeyt and Anna Burbank.  The 
committee will serve as liaison between the new 
pastor and the church family, as well as helping the 
Sinnadurays adjust to their life in Canton.  If you 
have any feedback about worship or any other 
aspect of church life, contact any member of the 
committee.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
OUR NEW PASTOR will be sending out a regular e-
mail newsletter with a reflection, a thought for the 
week or news and events in the life of the church 
that may be of interest to our members and 
friends. If you would like to receive this 
communication, please send an e-mail to the office 
(office@cantoncenterchurch.org) and let us know. 
When you do that you could also sign up to receive 
The Churchmouse via e-mail and we can also check 
to make sure that we have your most current e-
mail contact information on file. 
 

COMING UP 
 

SENIOR CHOIR:  Monday, 7:00 PM. 
 

FARMINGTON VALLEY ASSOCIATION OF THE UCC 
SPRING MEETING is Wednesday, May 19, at the 
Congregational Church of Burlington, Route 4, 
Burlington, beginning at 7:00 P.M.  Besides our 
church delegates, other members of our church 
family are welcome.   
 

BELL CHOIR:  Thursday, 7:00 PM.   
 

“STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH” SPECIAL OFFERING 
of the United Church of Christ is received next 
Sunday, May 23, Pentecost Sunday.  This offering is 
dedicated to “Faithfully Building the Body of 
Christ,” by starting new churches where the need is 
great and renewing existing congregations that 
only need some assistance to thrive again. These 
funds also support programs for youth and young 
adults, and leadership development for the whole 
church.   Fifty percent of the offering stays within 
our local Conference to provide similar ministries.     
 

WOMEN’S EVENT: JUNE 13, AT 5:00 PM. The 
women of Canton Center Church are hosting a 
dinner to honor our senior female church 
members.  All women who would like to help and 
enjoy the evening’s food and conversation may 
contact Jan Tanner at jannyba@comcast.net by 
June 9.   
 

 
 

mailto:jannyba@comcast.net

