
The First Congregational Church 
(United Church of Christ) 

Canton Center, Connecticut  
September 6, 2009                                                                              10:00 AM 
 

CHIMES                                                                                              Bob Oswald       
 

INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 
      
PRELUDE:  “Prayer from Suite Gothique”                                       -Boellman 
 
CHORAL INTROIT 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP:  (responsively) 

Listen!  God is welcoming us to this time of worship. 
Young and old, rich and poor, all are welcomed. 
 This is a place where all belong. 
 This is a time when all are accountable to God. 
The Maker of all seeks our common good. 
The God of Mercy calls on us to be merciful. 
 We are not judges over our sisters and brothers. 
 We are called to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Come to sing praises and put your trust in God. 
Come to prepare yourself to serve in Christ’s name. 
 We bring all our needs to God, our hope. 
 We want to share faith and hope with others. 

 
*HYMN 73 (Chalice)                           “There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
                                       
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by 
 THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors): 

Author of all humankind, come to lift us up to our full 
humanity as we worship you in this hour.  You surround us on every 
side and are acquainted with all our ways.  You know our shallow 
motives and our deepest thoughts.  You are aware of the distinctions 
we make and the favoritism we express.  Yet you welcome us, not as 
strangers but as heralds of your reign.  We want to worship you and to 
represent you well.  Come among us now with your transforming 
power.   In Jesus’ name we pray, and also saying, Our FatherΧ 

 

*GLORIA PATRI (Chalice # 35) 

 
RESPONSIVE READING:  p. 766 (Chalice) Psalm 146 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 
    

(No photography, please) 
MINISTER: Fellow members of this household of faith, I   
commend to your love this child whom we now receive as a 
member of the family of God.  Will you endeavor to live so that 
she may grow in the knowledge and love of God, and of our 
Savior Jesus Christ? Will you support her parents in their efforts 
to guide their child in the way of the gospel, and to faithful 
service in Christ’s church? 
CONGREGATION:  We will endeavor to do so, and we promise 
our support. 

 
 HYMN 378 (Chalice) (seated)                       “Wonder of Wonders” 
 
OFFERTORY:  “Bless This House”                                               -Taylor/Brahe 

Senior Choir 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Chalice # 46)  
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION:  (in unison) 
 We give because you have been generous to us, gracious God.  
We give because we need to give in order to realize your image within 
us.  We give to feed the hungers of body and soul that are all around 
us and deep within.  May the ministries of this church meet the needs 
of our world.  Help us to love our neighbors as ourselves.  Amen. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 
     followed by the PASTORAL PRAYER and ORGAN RESPONSE 
  
*HYMN 565 (Chalice)                       “If You Will Trust in God to Guide You” 
 
SCRIPTURE:   Mark 7: 24-37   (Pew Bibles, N.T. p. 39) 
                 
SERMON:                  “GOOD NEWS FOR THE DESPERATE”                  
 
*COMMUNION HYMN 397 (Chalice)                            “Come, Risen Lord” 



SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER:  
All who profess faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior are welcome to 
receive the Bread and the Cup. The deacons will administer communion 
to the congregation as seated. We partake of the elements after all 
have been served, as one body in Christ.  
 

*HYMN 458 (Chalice)                                                         “Ours the Journey” 
 

*BENEDICTION and *RESPONSE 
 

*POSTLUDE:  “Marche Romaine”                                                       -Gounod 
 

(*All who are able, please stand) 

 
THE FLOWERS today are given by Linea Erickson for family and friends, 
remembering the past and enjoying the present. 
 

WE CORDIALLY WELCOME those who are visitors to this church and to 
this morning’s worship service.  If you wish, you may sign the guest 
book in the vestibule.  Or, fill in a Friendship Card found in the pews.  
Also found with the Friendship Cards are Pew Envelopes.  Please feel 
free to use them for any donation. 
 

NURSERY CARE is available in the lower level of the Parish House for 
infants through 2 years old.  Church School classes do not meet today. 
 
LARGE PRINT COPIES of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’ 
tables in the back of the church.   
 
PLEASE JOIN US in the Parish Hall following worship today for a time of 
refreshment and fellowship. 
 

Please see bulletin insert with announcements. 
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS – September 6, 2009 
 
CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES do not meet today, but will start next 
Sunday, September 13th.  Registration will begin at 9:30 A.M.  
Children will report to their classrooms to meet and greet their 
teacher.  Fill out the forms in your child’s classroom or register on 
line at cantoncenterchurch.org. At 10:00 AM children will begin in 
worship with their families.  
 
COME FOR ONE MORE DAY AT THE BEACH!  The All Church Picnic 
will follow worship and church school next Sunday.  We will 
gather on the front lawn to say goodbye to summer and hello to a 
new church school year! Please bring a side dish or salad if your 
last name begins with K-Z or bring a dessert if your last name 
begins with A-J.   C.E. Committee provides hot dogs and burgers. 
 
ANNUAL CHICKEN PIE SUPPER AND HARVEST FAIR will take place 
on Saturday, October 3.  SIGN-UP POSTER for your favorite job at 
the supper is on the kitchen door.   
 
HARVEST FAIR booths are listed on the bulletin board.  
Chairpersons and other helpers are still needed.   QUILT TICKETS 
will go on sale at coffee hours beginning TODAY until the Harvest 
Fair.  Look for Barbara Checksfield in the Parish Hall. 
 
CHICKEN PIE SUPPER RESERVATIONS ARE A MUST for Chicken Pie 
Supper sittings at 5:00, 6:00, and 7:00 PM Contact Bev Sealand at 
860-667-2776 or Evelyn Sealand 693-4140.  
 
JIM KOPLAR has had prints of his pastel painting ά.ŜǎƛŘŜ {ǘƛƭƭ 
²ŀǘŜǊǎέ made to sell and all proceeds will go to the SYF.   Prices 
are as follows:  5” X 8”, $10; 8” X 10”, $15; 12” X 16”, $30.  Checks 
may be made payable to The First Congregational Church.  View 
samples to order during coffee hours in September.  Please 
contact Jim to order your prints at 860-508-4630.   
 
 

Bulletin Announcements, Sept. 6, 2009, continued 
 
PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO SIGN UP.  There are sign-ups for 
GREETERS, USHERS, AND COFFEE HOUR HOSTS on the bulletin 
boards in the Parish House vestibule.  Plenty of dates available! 
 
OUR MISSION COLLECTION FOR SEPTEMBER is yet to be finalized.  
Watch for announcements in bulletins and during “Interests of 
the Fellowship.”  

COMING UP 
 
THE CHURCH OFFICE is closed Monday for the Labor Day holiday. 
 
HONOR COURT will be hosted in Hartford Tuesday evening by 
Canton Center Church. 
 
DIACONATE:  Tuesday, 7:00 PM. 
 
PRIME TIMERS will meet Wednesday, September 9, at noon at 
the church for a potluck luncheon followed by άIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ /ŀƴǘƻƴ 
ς ! ±ƛǊǘǳŀƭ .ǳǎ ¢ƻǳǊέ by Larry Carlton. (“Virtual” means no bus, 
just sitting in front of the screen in the Parish House.)  All 
attendees are requested to bring some food to share and $ for 
the Food Bank.  Everyone is welcome, especially newcomers to 
the group. 
 
BELL CHOIR:  Thursday, 7:00 PM. 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES:  Monday, Sept. 14, 6:30 PM 
 
MUSIC COMMITTEE:  Monday, Sept. 14, 6:30 PM. 
 
CHURCH COUNCIL:  Wednesday, Sept. 16, 7:00 PM. 
 
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP MEETING:  Sunday, September 20, at 
9:00 AM in the Corner Room.    
 



 

CALLING ALL READERS!!! 
 

I’ve spent the summer reading—
looking for books for our morning and 
evening groups. My thought was for 
us to select three books that we could 
read together this year. Some books 
were suggested by members; others 
by people who knew I was looking for ideas. Here are some of the 
books I’ve considered (in no particular order): 
 

¶ The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society 
by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows 

¶ Wide as the Waters: The Story of the English Bible 
and the Revolution it Inspired by Benson Bobrick 

¶ The Shack by Wm. Paul Young 

¶ Grace (Eventually): Thoughts on Faith by Anne 
Lamott 

¶ The Faith Club by Ranya Idliby, Suzanne Oliver and 
Priscilla Warner 

¶ The Desire of the Everlasting Hills: The World 
Before and After Jesus by Thomas Cahill 

¶ Pilgrim at Tinker Creek by Annie Dillard 

¶ Jesus: Uncovering the Life, Teachings, and 
Relevance of a Religious Revolutionary by Marcus 
Borg 

¶ Take This bread: A Radical Conversion by Sara Miles 

¶ The Last Week: What the Gospels Really Teach 
!ōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ Cƛƴŀƭ 5ŀȅǎ ƛƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ by Marcus 
Borg 
 

If you have more suggestions let me know, so we can make a 
decision and start by the end of September.    
                                                                                               

–Rev. Sue Prichard 

 

 
WOMEN’S MINI- RETREAT 

Saturday, October 10, 2009 
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

at 
Church of Christ Congregational 

12 Village Green, Norfolk, CT 
 

With an optional hike up Haystack Mt. 3:00-4:00 PM 
 
Imagine your life as a cup.  Is it cracked or chipped? Is it 
stained or faded?  Are you a mug or a teacup?  Are you 
empty or full?   

Bring your favorite tea cup or mug.  We will use 
our cup as a symbol of our spiritual journey.  A cup is a 
container for holding something.  That something has to 
be emptied out so that something more can be put into 
it. Our cup is always changing.  As you drive west to 
beautiful Norfolk, CT, and see the foliage, you will be 
reminded of the beauty of the changing seasons.  Come 
for renewal, relaxation, and refreshment.  Take the time 
for you!  

A highlight will be to learn about tea from expert 
John Harney, founder of Harney & Sons Fine Teas.  
Harney & Sons teas are sold worldwide.  William 
Sonoma and many fine restaurants carry their fine teas. 

The cost will be $12 per person which includes 
lunch.   Sign up during coffee hour starting September 
13th.  Please sign up by October 1st.  For more 
information see Ana Chambers. 


