
The First Congregational Church 
(United Church of Christ) 

Canton Center, Connecticut 
September 13, 2009                                                                            10:00 AM 
 

CHIMES                                                                                         Lydia Petersen 
 

INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 
 

PRELUDE:  “Fanfare”                                              -Lemmens/arr. Lani Smith 
 

CHORAL INTROIT 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively): 
   Come away from dullness and complacency. 
   Wake up!  God is calling us to listen and learn. 

The heavens are telling the glory of God. 
The firmament proclaims God’s handiwork. 

   How long will we refuse the wisdom God offers? 
   How long will we ignore God’s counsel and reproof? 

The law of God is perfect, reviving the soul. 
The decrees of God are sure, making wise the simple. 

   Our waywardness separates us from God. 
   Then, when we call on God, we hear no answer. 

We gather to renew our relationship with God. 
We seek enlightenment and the revival of our souls. 

                                                                                                                                                                                    
*HYMN 19 (Pilgrim)                                “Praise the Lord, His Glories Show” 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by  
THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors): 
God of all wisdom, renew our sense of awe and wonder as we 

gather before you, the Source of all knowledge.  Make your Word 
known to us, and stretch out your hand to touch us.  Draw us away 
from our own devices that we may truly listen to the witness of all 
creation speaking of wonders we have ignored.  Give us eyes to see 
beauty in all around us.  Align us with truth and righteousness.  Quiet 
our scoffing and awaken our trust.  Show us the disciplines we need to 
stay in touch with you each day.  In Jesus’ name we pray, and also 
saying, hǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊΧ 

 
*GLORIA PATRI  (Pilgrim # 513 ) 

RESPONSIVE READING p. 517 (Pilgrim) #68 Psalm 19 
 
*HYMN  353 (Pilgrim)                                  “Lord, I Want To Be a Christian” 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                  Sarah LeGeyt 
      
TEACHER DEDICATION PRAYER                        
 
INTRODUCTION OF TEACHERS / DISMISSAL OF CLASSES 
(Parents who wish to accompany their children to classrooms are asked 
to re-enter the sanctuary during the collection of the offering or on the 

hymn that follows the Prayer of Dedication) 
 

OFFERTORY:  “Awake, My Tongue”                                                 -Voorhaar 
Senior Choir 

 
*DOXOLOGY (Pilgrim # 515)   
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison): 
 We offer the treasures of this world as a way of recalling all of 
us to a right relationship with you, O God, the source of all wisdom 
and truth.  Your design for life is more to be desired than the finest 
gold.  To learn from you and to serve you is our highest joy.  May our 
offerings and our daily lives communicate this message.  Amen.                              
 
*HYMN 161 (Pilgrim)                                           “Before the Cross of Jesus” 
   
SCRIPTURE LESSON:   Mark 8:27-38 (Pew Bibles N.T. p. 40) 
 
SERMON:                           “A CROSS IN THE ROAD” 
  
*HYMN 268 (Pilgrim)                    “Lord, We Thank Thee for Our Brothers” 
 
*BENEDICTION          
 
*RESPONSE                                          
 
*POSTLUDE:  “Amazing Grace”                          Early American/arr. Hustad 
 

(*All who are able, please stand) 



 

 
 
 
THE FLOWERS today are given by Maggie Schofield in memory of loved 
ones. 
 
WE CORDIALLY WELCOME those who are visitors to this church and to 
this morning’s worship service.  Please sign the guest book in the 
vestibule.  Or, fill in a Friendship Card found in the pews.  Also found 
with the Friendship Cards are Pew Envelopes.  Please feel free to use 
them for any donation. 
 
NURSERY CARE is available in the lower level of the Parish House for 
infants through 2 years old. 
 
LARGE PRINT COPIES of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’ 
tables in the back of the church.  Large print editions of the Chalice 
Hymnal are also available for use during worship. 
 
PLEASE JOIN US for a time of refreshment and fellowship in the Parish 
Hall following worship today. 
 
 
 

Please see bulletin insert for announcements. 
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Fall Term Workshop Leaders: (Gr. 2-5 workshop rotations) 
Camp:     Mary Engvall, Polly Rice 
Faith Today:   Willi Bowman 

Games and Movement:  Willi Bowman 
Cooking:    Karen Needham 

                          
Shepherds: 

Grade 2:           Michele Iannello 
Grades 3 & 4:  Kim Treadwell , Debbie Poleyestewa   

 Grade 5:           Amy O’Toole 
  

Fall Term Classroom Teachers: 
      Preschool (3’s & 4’s):   Linnell Munson, Diane Mankowski 
      Kindergarten & Gr. 1:  Michele Iannello, Nancy Parshley,  

   Ana Chambers, Dina Emirzian 
      Grades 6,7,8:      Ned & Geri Bunnell  
 

SYF - Senior Youth Fellowship - Grades 9-12 
Jim Koplar,  Sarah LeGeyt 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL DISMISSAL will be at 11:10 today (as it will be on all 
Sundays when the children begin in church.)  Children in Grades 3 and 
below must be escorted from class by an adult.   
 

COME TO THE ALL-CHURCH PICNIC after worship today on the front 
lawn. Say goodbye to summer and hello to a new church school year! 
 

JYF (Junior Youth Fellowship, Grades 6, 7 & 8) PIZZA KICK-OFF!!  Next 
Sunday, September 20, after church!  Come and bring your ideas for the 
year ahead.  Sign up on the board outside the office. 
 

SYF (Senior Youth Fellowship, Grades 9-12), COME TO THE NEW 
FELLOWSHIP HOUR.  Jim Koplar will lead an hour of fellowship every 
third Sunday starting at 10 AM on Sunday, Sept. 20th.  Come reconnect 
with one another in the Corner Room.  Enjoy continental breakfast! 
 

TEACHERS are needed in Grade 2 and Grade 5.  Please see Sarah if you 
are interested. 
 

PRINTS of Jim Koplar’s pastel ά.ŜǎƛŘŜ {ǘƛƭƭ ²ŀǘŜǊǎέ are available to 
benefit the SYF.   Prices:  5” X 8”, $10; 8” X 10”, $20; 12” X 16”, $30.  
Checks may be made payable to The First Congregational Church.  View 
samples at coffee hour.  Contact Jim at 860-508-4630.               09/13/2009 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS – SEPTEMBER 13, 2009 
 

ALL ARE INVITED FOR ONE MORE DAY AT THE BEACH!  The All Church 
Picnic will follow worship today. We will gather on the front lawn. 
 

ANNUAL CHICKEN PIE SUPPER AND HARVEST FAIR will take place on 
Saturday, October 3.  SIGN-UP POSTER  is on the kitchen door.   
 

HARVEST FAIR booths are listed on the bulletin board.  Help is still 
needed, especially a chair for Baked Goods.   Barbara Checksfield will 
have QUILT TICKETS on sale at coffee hours and at the Harvest Fair.  
 

CHICKEN PIE SUPPER RESERVATIONS ARE A MUST for Chicken Pie 
Supper sittings at 5:00, 6:00, and 7:00 PM Contact Bev Sealand at 860-
667-2776 or Evelyn Sealand 693-4140. $12 adults, $6.00 children <12. 
 

GREETERS, USHERS, & COFFEE HOUR HOSTS are needed.  Please help.  
 

SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER MISSION COLLECTION is non-perishable food 
for Canton Food Bank and Gifts of Love.  Box is by the church kitchen.  
 

IF YOU HAVE PASSION for church history, the Connecticut Conference 
has an opening for the position of Archivist. It is part-time and nominally 
remunerated.  Contact Cecile Gilson at cecileg@ctucc.org or  761-7109. 
 

COMING UP 
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY:  Monday, 10:00 AM. 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:  Monday, 6:30 PM 
 

MUSIC COMMITTEE:  Monday, 6:30 PM. 
 

SENIOR CHOIR:  Monday, 7:00 PM. 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL:  Wednesday, 7:00 PM. 
 

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE:  Wednesday, 7:00 PM. 
 

BELL CHOIR:  Thursday, 7:00 PM. 
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP MEETING:  Next Sunday, 9 AM, Corner Room.    
 

JUNIOR CHOIR rehearsals begin next Sunday at 11:15 AM in the Music 
Room.   Children in Grades 3 –7 are eligible and welcome. 

mailto:cecileg@ctucc.org


CALLING ALL READERS!!! 
 

I’ve spent the summer reading—
looking for books for our morning and 
evening groups. My thought was for 
us to select three books that we could 
read together this year. Some books 
were suggested by members; others 
by people who knew I was looking for ideas. Here are some of the 
books I’ve considered (in no particular order): 
 

¶ The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society 
by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows 

¶ Wide as the Waters: The Story of the English Bible 
and the Revolution it Inspired by Benson Bobrick 

¶ The Shack by Wm. Paul Young 

¶ Grace (Eventually): Thoughts on Faith by Anne 
Lamott 

¶ The Faith Club by Ranya Idliby, Suzanne Oliver and 
Priscilla Warner 

¶ The Desire of the Everlasting Hills: The World 
Before and After Jesus by Thomas Cahill 

¶ Pilgrim at Tinker Creek by Annie Dillard 

¶ Jesus: Uncovering the Life, Teachings, and 
Relevance of a Religious Revolutionary by Marcus 
Borg 

¶ Take This bread: A Radical Conversion by Sara Miles 

¶ The Last Week: What the Gospels Really Teach 
!ōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ Cƛƴŀƭ 5ŀȅǎ ƛƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ by Marcus 
Borg 
 

If you have more suggestions let me know, so we can make a 
decision and start by the end of September.    
                                                                                               

–Rev. Sue Prichard 
 

 
WOMEN’S MINI- RETREAT 

Saturday, October 10, 2009 
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

at 
Church of Christ Congregational 

12 Village Green, Norfolk, CT 
 

With an optional hike up Haystack Mt. 3:00-4:00 PM 
 
Imagine your life as a cup.  Is it cracked or chipped? Is it 
stained or faded?  Are you a mug or a teacup?  Are you 
empty or full?   

Bring your favorite tea cup or mug.  We will use 
our cup as a symbol of our spiritual journey.  A cup is a 
container for holding something.  That something has to 
be emptied out so that something more can be put into 
it. Our cup is always changing.  As you drive west to 
beautiful Norfolk, CT, and see the foliage, you will be 
reminded of the beauty of the changing seasons.  Come 
for renewal, relaxation, and refreshment.  Take the time 
for you!  

A highlight will be to learn about tea from expert 
John Harney, founder of Harney & Sons Fine Teas.  
Harney & Sons teas are sold worldwide.  William 
Sonoma and many fine restaurants carry their fine teas. 

The cost will be $12 per person which includes 
lunch.   Sign up during coffee hour starting September 
13th.  Please sign up by October 1st.  For more 
information see Ana Chambers. 

                                                                      


