
The First Congregational Church 
(United Church of Christ) 

Canton Center, Connecticut 
 
September 20, 2009                                                                            10:00 AM 
 

CHIMES                                                                                          
 

INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 
 

PRELUDE:  “Bring, O Morn, Thy Music”                         -Gannett/arr.Helvey 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively): 
     Draw near to God, and God will draw near to you. 
     Happy are those who find delight in God’s law. 

God is always nearer than our next breath. 
We gather to become more aware of that presence. 

     Knowledge of God is a delight to the righteous. 
     They seek to grow in wisdom and understanding. 

There is always more to discover than we know. 
God is our teacher and helper and judge. 

     Put your trust in God as you prepare to serve. 
     Learn to be peaceable, gentle, and merciful. 

We seek to do good and not harm all our days. 
We would open our hands to the poor and needy. 

                                                                                                                                                                                    
*HYMN  335 (Chalice)                            “Creating God, Your Fingers Trace” 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by  
THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors): 
You watch over us, Of God, and show us the way to prosper in 

life, not so much in things as in relationships that contribute to our 
wholeness and well-being.  Thank you for meeting us here and helping 
us to deal with our selfish ambition, disorder, and conflicts.  We 
submit ourselves to you for instruction.  Help us to be honest with 
ourselves and with you, voicing our doubts as well as our faith, our 
hypocrisy along with all that is deeply genuine.  Create in us a space 
for quiet listening and thoughtful meditation. In Jesus’ name we pray, 
and also saying, hǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊΧ 
 

*GLORIA PATRI  (Chalice # 35 ) 
 

 
 
RESPONSIVE READING  
 
*HYMN 346  (Chalice)                                                   “Where He Leads Me” 

 
OFFERTORY:  “Agnes Dei”                                                                    -Wagner 

Senior Choir 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Chalice #46)   
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison): 
 We who have spent much on our own pleasures are pleased to 
share that others may obtain the necessities of  
body and spirit.  Thank you, God, for this opportunity to support the 
ministry and mission of our congregation.  May there be a harvest of 
righteousness among us, shown in the peaceful handling of disputes, 
in mutual love and support, and in courageous outreach to people 
near and far who need the help we can give.  Bless each gift and giver. 
Amen.     
                          
A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 
     followed by the PASTORAL PRAYER and ORGAN RESPONSE 
       
*HYMN 683 (Chalice)                                                                “O for a World” 
   
SCRIPTURE LESSON:  Mark 9: 30-37 (Pew Bibles N.T. p.  41) 
 
SERMON:                   “THROUGH THE EYES OF A CHILD” 
  
*HYMN  357 (Chalice)                                      “We Call Ourselves Disciples” 
 
*BENEDICTION          
 
*RESPONSE                                          
 
*POSTLUDE:  “Rondeau”                                                                        -Purcell 
 

(*All who are able, please stand) 
 



 
 
 
 

 
THE FLOWERS today are given by in memory of Ralph Ehrhardt, Sr., 
Charles and Ruth Evanyo, George and Edith Johnson, Ralph Johnson and 
Minnie Wilder, by their family, Marilyn Ehrhardt, Ralph Ehrhardt, Jr., 
and Brian Ehrhardt. 
 
WE CORDIALLY WELCOME those who are visitors to this church and to 
this morning’s worship service.  Please sign the guest book in the 
vestibule.  Or, fill in a Friendship Card found in the pews.  Also found 
with the Friendship Cards are Pew Envelopes.  Please feel free to use 
them for any donation. 
 
NURSERY CARE is available in the lower level of the Parish House for 
infants through 2 years old. 
 
LARGE PRINT COPIES of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’ 
tables in the back of the church.  Large print editions of the Chalice 
Hymnal are also available for use during worship. 
 
PLEASE JOIN US for a time of refreshment and fellowship in the Parish 
Hall following worship today. 
 

Please see bulletin insert for announcements. 
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS – SEPTEMBER 20, 2009 
 
JUNIOR CHOIR rehearsals begin today at 11:15 AM in the Music Room, 
under the direction of Betsy Ash.   Children in Grades 3 –7 are eligible 
and welcome. 
 
JYF (Junior Youth Fellowship, Grades 6, 7 & 8) PIZZA KICK-OFF!!  Today, 
after church!  Come and bring your ideas for the year ahead.   
 
WOMEN’S RETREAT is Saturday, October 10, 9 AM to 3 PM at Church of 
Christ Congregational, Norfolk.  Come enjoy a day away.  Bring your 
favorite cup or mug and relax.  Learn about tea from expert, John 
Harney.  SIGN UP today at coffee hour or contact Ana Chambers. 
 
PRINTS of Jim Koplar’s pastel ά.ŜǎƛŘŜ {ǘƛƭƭ ²ŀǘŜǊǎέ are available to 
benefit the SYF.   Prices:  5” X 8”, $10; 8” X 10”, $20; 12” X 16”, $30.  
Checks may be made payable to The First Congregational Church.  View 
samples at coffee hour.  Contact Jim at 860-508-4630. 

 
ANNUAL CHICKEN PIE SUPPER AND HARVEST FAIR will take place on 
Saturday, October 3.  SIGN-UP POSTER  is on the kitchen door for jobs 
at the supper and before. 
 
HARVEST FAIR booths are listed on the bulletin board and on today’s 
insert.   Barbara Checksfield will have QUILT TICKETS on sale at coffee 
hours and at the Harvest Fair.  
 
CHICKEN PIE SUPPER RESERVATIONS ARE A MUST for Chicken Pie 
Supper sittings at 5:00, 6:00, and 7:00 PM.  Contact Bev Sealand at 860-
667-2776 or Evelyn Sealand 693-4140. $12 adults, $6.00 children <12.  
SUPPER TICKETS will be on sale at coffee hour today and next Sunday. 
 
SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER MISSION COLLECTION is non-perishable food 
for Canton Food Bank and Gifts of Love.  Box is by the church kitchen.  
 

COMING UP 
 
SENIOR CHOIR:  Monday, 7:00 PM. 
 
BELL CHOIR:  Thursday, 7:00 PM. 

ANNUAL HARVEST FAIR 
 

Saturday, October 3, 3ς7 PM 
Please consider donating your time as a booth chair or items 
to make our fair a success.   

BOOTHS 
 

ARTS & CRAFTS   Chairperson:  Rev. Sue Prichard 
Donations from the talented and creative.   Handmade items in any media are 
welcome.  Those who knit, sew, crochet, stencil, work with wood, paint – we’re 
looking for you! 

 

CANDY           Chairpersons:  Anna Burbank and Grace Mauger 
Donations of candy, fudge, penuche, peanut brittle, caramel corn, chewy or 
hard candies, chocolate, prepackaged candy or the penny candy type.  

 

BAKED GOODS           Chairpersons:   Mary Lou and Peter Keefe 
Donations of baked goods such as breads, pies, coffee cakes, muffins, cookies 
or brownies.  (Please list ingredients for allergies. Thank you.) 

 

QUILT DRAWING  Chairperson:  Barbara Checksfield       
Quilts graciously made and donated by Cindy Rockwell/Sue Bahre and Peg 
Carlton.  The quilts will be on display and tickets will be on sale prior to the Fair 
during coffee hours and during the Fair as well.  

 

WHITE ELEPHANT **Workers needed.  
Donations of gently used and clean items.   Please, no donations after 2 P.M. 
Friday before the Fair day. 

 

HARVEST TABLE / PLANTS  Chairperson:  Kim Bowen 
Donations of fruits, vegetables, jellies, jams, honey, pickles, canned goods, 
pumpkins, syrup, herb vinegars, cheese, etc.   Donations of house plants, 
flowers, dried flowers, bulbs, cuttings with labels and instructions, if possible. 

 

TEACUP AUCTION Chairperson: Susan Turner 
Donations of gift certificates, gift baskets, items or services.  Tickets are on sale 
at coffee hours and during the Fair. 

 

DONATIONS FOR THE FAIR BOOTHS will be accepted (rooms in the church 
school will be marked with the names of the booths) any time after church 
school on Sunday, September 27, and the following week.  Please consider 
helping to make this Fair a success.  Thank you, Marianne Burbank 693-2687 
Fair Chairperson; Norm and Judy Robinson 693-6729, Fair Co-chairs. 


