The First Congregational Church
(United Church of Christ)
Canton Center, Connecticut
September 27, 2009 10:00 AM

CHIMES Lydia Petersen
INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP

PRELUDE: “Faith of Our Fathers” -Hemy/Walton
CHORAL INTROIT

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively):

Come, one and all, to meet God here.

Let all who are suffering find hope in this place.
We have come that God might raise us up.
Our only hope is in the Maker of heaven and earth.

Come, all who are weary and oppressed.

God offers relief and enlists our mutual helpfulness.
God hears our prayers and answers us.
God equips us to be helpful to one another.

Come together to sing songs of praise to God.

Give thanks for God’s wondrous deeds.
God’s glory abides in this place of worship.
God’s presence and help are real.

*HYMN 68 (Pilgrim) “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by

THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors):

May all your people find favor with you this day, God of
majesty and power. Turn our sorrow into gladness and our mourning
into a holiday, a holy day, in which to praise you and find ways to help
those less fortunate than ourselves. Lift us from our daily
preoccupations that we may pray with earnest intent, both to thank
you and be changed by you. Let our prayers be powerful and
effective. May our worship be alive and life-changing. May the
service we extend find favor in your eyes, blessed God. In Jesus’ name
we pray, and also saying, h dzNJ C | (i K S NX

*GLORIA PATRI (Pilgrim #513)

RESPONSIVE READING #102 , Page 535 (Pilgrim) Psalm 119
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

OFFERTORY: “All Things Bright and Beautiful” -Rutter
Senior Choir

*DOXOLOGY (Pilgrim #515)

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison):

We dedicate ourselves and our offerings to the work of your
church. For those who are sick, who are suffering, who are grieving,
who are lost, we have words of hope and acts of caring. We stand
with all who face discrimination, oppression, and confusion, seeking to
work with them for justice and a meaningful existence. As you have
accepted us, we reach out to include all your children in the family of
mutuality, self-revelation, and growing in love. Amen.

*HYMN 217 (Pilgrim) “Lord of All Hopefulness”
The church school childrenay pass to their classrooms
when the congregation begins singing.

A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION
followed by the PASTORAL PRAYER and ORGAN RESPONSE

*HYMN 426 (Pilgrim) “The Voice of God is Calling”
SCRIPTURE LESSON: Mark 9:38-50 (Pew Bibles N.T. p. 42)

SERMON: “DON’T GO TO HELL”

*HYMN 418 (Pilgrim) “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee”
*BENEDICTION and *RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” -Prichard/arr. Behnke

(*All who are able, please stand)



The Rev. Susan M. Prichard Interim Minister
Sarah W. LeGeyt Director of Christian Education & Youth
Mary Lou Keefe Organist, Director of Music
Cindy Griggs and Dan LeGeyt Duty Deacons
Hugh Anderson Duty Trustee

Leon and Susan Turner Greeters
Grant and Lori Hagedorn and Danielle Breton Coffee Hour Hosts

THE FLOWERS today are given in memory of Vera J. Turner by Leon and
Susan Turner.

WE CORDIALLY WELCOME those who are visitors to this church and to
this morning’s worship service. Please sign the guest book in the
vestibule. Or, fill in a Friendship Card found in the pews. Also found
with the Friendship Cards are Pew Envelopes. Please feel free to use
them for any donation.

NURSERY CARE is available in the lower level of the Parish House for
infants through 2 years old.

LARGE PRINT COPIES of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’
tables in the back of the church. Large print editions of the Chalice
Hymnal are also available for use during worship.

PLEASE JOIN US for a time of refreshment and fellowship in the Parish
Hall following worship today.

Please see bulletin insert for announcements.

The First Congregational Chu
Canton Center, Connecticut
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184 Cherry Brook Road — PO Box 133
Canton Center CT 06020-0133
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www.cantoncenterchurch.org



BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS — SEPTEMBER 27, 2009

JUNIOR CHOIR : Today, 11:15 AM in the Music Room, under the
direction of Betsy Ash. Children in Grades 3 -7 are welcome.

PRINTS of Jim Koplar's pastel & . S&A RS { @rd vdilabl® tb
benefit the SYF. Prices: 5” X 8”, $10; 8” X 10”, $20; 12” X 16”, $30.
View samples at coffee hour. Contact Jim at 860-508-4630.

ANNUAL CHICKEN PIE SUPPER AND HARVEST FAIR will take place on
Saturday, October 3. JOB SIGN-UP POSTER is on the kitchen door.

HARVEST FAIR booths are listed on today’s insert and the bulletin
board. Barbara Checksfield will sell QUILT TICKETS at coffee hour and
at the Fair.

CHICKEN PIE SUPPER RESERVATIONS ARE A MUST for Chicken Pie
Supper sittings at 5:00, 6:00, and 7:00 PM. Contact Bev Sealand at 860-
667-2776 or Evelyn Sealand 693-4140. $12 adults, $6 children <12. OR
MAKE RESERVATIONS TODAY at coffee hour.

SEPTEMBER and OCTOBER MISSION COLLECTION is non-perishable
food for Canton Food Bank and Gifts of Love. Please leave your
donations in the Mission Box by the church kitchen.

COMING UP
SENIOR CHOIR: Monday, 7:00 PM.

SEARCH COMMITTEE: Tuesday, 7 PM and next Sunday, 8:00 AM., in the
Corner Room.

GRAVY MAKING for Chicken Pie: Thursday, 3:00 PM

SYF: Thursday, 7:00 PM, set up tables for Chicken Pie Supper.
BELL CHOIR: Thursday, 7:00 PM.

PRIME TIMERS (and anyone else): Friday, 9:00 AM, Veggie Prep for the
Chicken Pie Supper.
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Bulletin Announcements, Sept. 27, 2009 continued

MISSIONARY & STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: Next Sunday, 8:30 AM in
the minister’s office.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE: Next Sunday, 8:30 AM, in the
“Faith Today” classroom.

NEIGHBORS IN NEED special offering, will be received next
Sunday, October 4. The funds received support the UCC
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United
States. Two-thirds of the offering is used by UCC’s Justice and
Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of local and national
justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects.
Neighbors in Need also supports our American Indian neighbors in
the UCC. One-third of the offering supports the UCC’s Council for
American Indian Ministries (CAIM).

WOMEN'’S RETREAT is Saturday, October 10, 9 AM to 3 PM at Church of
Christ Congregational, Norfolk. Contact Ana Chambers.

THE_MINISTER’S BOOK STUDY GROUP will begin Tuesday, October
13, at either 10:30 AM or 7 PM. Subsequent dates are: October
20 and 27; November 10 and 24. TODAY is the last chance to vote
for 3 books using today’s insert. As soon as all the votes are
counted, Rev. Prichard will announce which three books have
been chosen for this year and where they may be purchased.
Please let the church office know which group you’ll be attending.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! The Missionary and Stewardship Committee
is offering a program on Sunday, October 25, called "Hunger 101"
led by Foodshare whose purpose is to increase awareness and
understanding of hunger and its many causes in our communities.
The program will be followed by a simple lunch meal prepared by
Chef Craig McAllister based on a strict monetary budget that
reflects the struggles that many of our fellow citizens deal with on
a daily basis.




CALLING ALL READERS!!!

I've spent the summer reading—

looking for books for our morning and ’Ovéll

evening groups. My thought was for W BOOK

us to select three books that we could

read together this year. Some books L ‘ STUDY
were suggested by members; others

by people who knew | was looking for ideas. Here are some of the
books I've considered (in no particular order):

9 The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society
by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows

1 Wide as the Waters: The Story of the English Bible

and the Revolution it Inspired by Benson Bobrick

The Shack by Wm. Paul Young

Grace (Eventually): Thoughts on Faith by Anne

Lamott

9 The Faith Club by Ranya Idliby, Suzanne Oliver and
Priscilla Warner

9 The Desire of the Everlasting Hills: The World

Before and After Jesus by Thomas Cahill

Pilgrim at Tinker Creek by Annie Dillard

Jesus: Uncovering the Life, Teachings, and

Relevance of a Religious Revolutionary by Marcus

Borg

Take This bread: A Radical Conversion by Sara Miles

The Last Week: What the Gospels Really Teach
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If you have more suggestions let me know, so we can make a
decision and start by the end of September.

—Rev. Sue Prichard

ANNUAL HARVEST FAIR

Saturday, October 33¢7 PM

Please consider donating your time as a booth worker or
donating items to make our fair a success.

BOOTHS

ARTS & CRAFTS Chairperson: Rev. Sue Prichard

Donations from the talented and creative. Handmade items in any media are
welcome. Those who knit, sew, crochet, stencil, work with wood, paint — we’re
looking for you! NEW THIS YEAR! CRAFTS ROOM FORM4dk&sérafts for
fun or to give as gifts.

CANDY Chairpersons: Anna Burbank and Grace Mauger
Donations of candy, fudge, penuche, peanut brittle, caramel corn, chewy or
hard candies, chocolate, prepackaged candy or the penny candy type.

BAKED GOODS Chairpersons: Mary Lou and Peter Keefe
Donations of baked goods such as breads, pies, coffee cakes, cupcakes, muffins,
cookies or brownies. (Please list ingredients for allergies. Thank you.)

QUILT DRAWING Chairperson: Barbara Checksfield

Quilts graciously made and donated by Cindy Rockwell/Sue Bahre and Peg
Carlton. The quilts will be on display and tickets will be on sale prior to the Fair
during coffee hours and during the Fair as well.

WHITE ELEPHANT **Workers needetf*
Donations of gently used and clean items. Please, no donations after 2 P.M.
Friday before the Fair day.

HARVEST TABLE / PLANASrperson: Kim Bowen

Donations of fruits, vegetables, jellies, jams, honey, pickles, canned goods,
pumpkins, syrup, herb vinegars, cheese, etc. = Donations of house plants,
flowers, dried flowers, bulbs, cuttings with labels and instructions, if possible.
WSNHYzal £t SY

TEACUP AUCTION Chairperson: Susan Turner

Donations of gift certificates, gift baskets, items or services. Tickets are on sale
at coffee hours and during the Fair.

DONATIONS FOR THE FAIR BOOTHS will be accepted (rooms in the church
school will be marked with the names of the booths) any time after church
school TODAY, and the coming week. Please consider helping to make this Fair
a success. Thank you, Marianne Burbank 693-2687 Fair Chairperson; Norm
and Judy Robinson 693-6729, Fair Co-chairs.




