The First Congregational Church
(United Church of Christ)
Canton Center, Connecticut

October 11, 2009 10:00 AM

CHIMES Lydia Petersen
INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP
PRELUDE: “Morning Has Broken”

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively):
Come, all who look for God with unseeing eyes.
Come, all who listen for God but hear nothing.
Oh, that we knew where to find God!
We want to hear and understand God’s Word.
The word of God is living and active.
It pierces and judges and opens us to God’s grace.
We cannot hide from God who knows us.
God understands our thoughts and intentions.
Leave everything to follow Jesus in this hour.
This is the time to embrace new ways.
Here we set the patterns for everyday life.
Here we are strengthened for every day’s challenges.

*HYMN 2 (Chalice) “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by

THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors):

We seek to gather as children of your realm, reigning God.
This is the time and place of your dominion. We recognize that you,
not we, prescribe the rules under which life can be rich and full and
free. Help us in this hour to embrace the best we know. Open our
thoughts and feelings so we may learn better ways. We approach you
with boldness, daring to question and make requests, knowing that
your grace and mercy exceed our wildest imagining, and your
guidance is ever available to those who ask. In Jesus’ name we pray,
and also saying, Our Father...

*GLORIA PATRI (Chalice # 35)

RESPONSIVE READING: p. 732 (Chalice) Psalm 22

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

OFFERTORY: “Jesus, Come to Us” -Haas
*DOXOLOGY (Chalice #46)

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison):

Thank you, God, for the wealth you have entrusted to us. As
we share a portion of that wealth, we pray that it may never become
the object of our affection. Keep our focus on people and
relationships and lasting values, rather than on the possessions we can
accumulate. We dedicate our time, money, and ourselves to the reign
of God among us, praying that all whom our gifts may reach may
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Amen.

*HYMN 86 (Chalice) “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
The church school children may pass to their classrooms
when the congregation begins singing.

A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION
followed by the PASTORAL PRAYER and ORGAN RESPONSE
*HYMN 335 (Chalice) “Creating God, Your Fingers Trace”

SCRIPTURE: Job 1:1;2:1-10; 3: 3-4; 38: 1-7; 42: 1-2
(Pew Bibles O.T. p. 443)

SERMON: “THE WEAVER”

*HYMN 683 (Chalice) “0 for a World”
*BENEDICTION

*RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE: “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”

(*All who are able, please stand)



The Rev. Susan M. Prichard Interim Minister
Sarah W. LeGeyt Director of Christian Education & Youth
Mary Lou Keefe Director of Music
Bob Oswald Substitute Organist
Lydia Petersen and Dan LeGeyt Duty Deacons
Rick Hill Duty Trustee
Grant & Lori Hagedorn Greeters
Junior High Class Coffee Hour Hosts

THE FLOWERS today are given in memory of Al by Arlene Sears.

WE CORDIALLY WELCOME those who are visitors to this church and to
this morning’s worship service. Please sign the guest book in the
vestibule. Or, fill in a Friendship Card found in the pews. Also found
with the Friendship Cards are Pew Envelopes. Please feel free to use
them for any donation.

NURSERY CARE is available in the lower level of the Parish House for
infants through 2 years old.

LARGE PRINT COPIES of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’
tables in the back of the church. Large print editions of the Chalice
Hymnal are also available for use during worship.

PLEASE JOIN US for a time of refreshment and fellowship in the Parish
Hall following worship today.

Please see bulletin insert for announcements.
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS — OCTOBER 11, 2009

A FREE-WILL OFFERING may be made today to aid in relief efforts in
dealing with the results of the earthquake and tsunami in Samoa.
Checks may be made payable to this church with “Disaster Relief” in the
memo section. Collection boxes may be found at the church entrances.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS needed this fall — please sign up on the sheet next
to the kitchen door to host an upcoming Sunday. No experience
necessary — guidance provided on coffee making and you may provide
goodies — homemade or store bought — for this fellowship time.

JUNIOR CHOIR will not rehearse today.

OCTOBER MISSION COLLECTION is non-perishable food for Canton Food
Bank and Gifts of Love. Please leave items in the Mission
Box by the church kitchen.

COMING UP

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: Monday, 10:00 AM.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES: Monday, 6:30 PM.

THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed Monday for Columbus Day.

SENIOR CHOIR will not rehearse this week.

THE MINISTER’S BOOK STUDY GROUP will begin Tuesday at 10:30 AM
and 7:00 PM. The first book to be discussed is The Faith Club. Please
let the office know which group you'll be attending.

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Tuesday, 7:00 PM.

PRIME TIMERS will meet on Wednesday at Noon. Please bring a lunch
and money for the food bank. Dessert and coffee will be served. The
speaker will be Margery Winters from the Nature Center, speaking on
the geology of Connecticut.

Bulletin Announcements, October 11, 2009, continued

CHURCH COUNCIL: Wednesday, 7:00 PM.

BELL CHOIR will not rehearse this week.

BIBLE WORKSHOP: NEXT SUNDAY for fourth graders and their parents
at 9:00 AM. Fourth graders will receive their gift Bibles on Sunday,
October 25.

SYF: Next Sunday, 10:00 AM in the Corner Room.

JYF GAME DAY and PIZZA LUNCH: Next Sunday, at 11:30 AM.

DEADLINE is next Sunday, October 18 (always the third Sunday of the
month), for submitting items to the church office for the November
issue of The Churchmouse.

NEXT SUNDAY, THINK BUTTERBRAIDS! During coffee hour next Sunday
the SYF will begin taking orders for the delicious frozen pastry. The
Butterbraids will be available for pick-up on November 15.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, the Missionary and Stewardship Committee will
be presenting a program called "Hunger 101" led by Foodshare whose
purpose is to increase awareness and understanding of hunger and its
many causes in our communities. The program will be followed by a
simple lunch meal prepared by Chef Craig McAllister based on a strict
monetary budget that reflects the struggles that many of our fellow
citizens deal with on a daily basis. Proceeds from the program and
lunch will benefit Foodshare and supplement the funds that were cut
from the Missions budget this past year. Tickets for the program and
lunch will be $6 for adults, $4 for children, $15 for a family and will be
available after church on Sundays through October 25. Please join us in
our commitment to end hunger.




