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INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 
 

PRELUDE:  “Holy Ghost, with Light Divine”            -Gottschalk/arr. Hustad 
 

CHORAL INTROIT  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively): 
     Let your minds ponder the manifold works of God. 
     Let your spirits soar amid the wonders of creation. 

There is pulsating life all around us. 
The earth is full of God’s creatures. 

     Sun and rain proclaim God’s infinite imagination. 
     Moon and stars sing the glory of the Eternal One. 

It is God who shares with us wisdom and understanding. 
We depend on God for the gift of life. 

     We gather to worship and praise the God of all people. 
     We come to learn from the God we only dimly perceive. 

We reach out for answers to our questions. 
We long to find meaning and purpose for our days. 

                                                                                                                                                                                
*HYMN 5 (Chalice)                                “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by  
THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors): 

   Source of all things, how can we approach glory so vast that all space 
and time is surrounded by you? We cannot comprehend the marvels 
of the earth.  How shall we honor your majesty?  You are unknowable, 
yet evidence of your work is on every hand.  The mystery of life in all 
its many forms, the discoveries we are allowed to make, the sweep of 
knowledge entrusted to our use, the amazing resources of this planet 
– all speak of a God who cares, who honors us, who provides for our 
salvation.  Let this time of meeting honor you and equip us to do you 
will.  In Jesus’ name we pray, and also saying, Our Father… 
 

*GLORIA PATRI (Chalice # 35) 

 
 
RESPONSIVE READING:  p. 754  (Chalice)  Psalm 104 
 
OFFERTORY:  “A Song at the Crossroads”                                        -Shackley 

Senior Choir 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Chalice #46)   
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison): 
     We give with joy, loving God, in thanks for all you have allowed us 
to experience.  By your love, we have survived and learned and grown.  
We dedicate these gifts that more people may be brought to the feet 
of Jesus, who is the eternal source of salvation.  Equip us to be an 
inviting, caring community in which all your ignorant and wayward 
people find an genuine welcome and are lifted up to a new 
understanding and joy.  Amen.     
 
*HYMN 284 (Chalice)                                                                  “Gather Us In” 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 
     followed by the PASTORAL PRAYER and ORGAN RESPONSE 
       
*HYMN 356 (Chalice)                           “We, Your People, God, Confessing” 
   
SCRIPTURE:  Mark 10:35-45 (Pew Bibles N.T. p. 43) 
 
SERMON:                “ELBOWING OUR WAY TO THE TOP” 
  

*HYMN 464 (Chalice)                                 “God of Grace and God of Glory” 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
 *RESPONSE                                          
 
*POSTLUDE:  “Gavotte”                                                                         -Handel 
 

(*All who are able, please stand) 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
THE FLOWERS today are given in memory of loved ones by the Carlton 
family. 
 
WE CORDIALLY WELCOME those who are visitors to this church and to 
this morning’s worship service.  Please sign the guest book in the 
vestibule.  Or, fill in a Friendship Card found in the pews.  Also found 
with the Friendship Cards are Pew Envelopes.  Please feel free to use 
them for any donation. 
 
NURSERY CARE is available in the lower level of the Parish House for 
infants through 2 years old. 
 
LARGE PRINT COPIES of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’ 
tables in the back of the church.  Large print editions of the Chalice 
Hymnal are also available for use during worship. 
 
PLEASE JOIN US for a time of refreshment and fellowship in the Parish 
Hall following worship today. 
 

Please see bulletin insert for announcements. 
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS – OCTOBER 18, 2009 
 
SYF:  Today, 10:00 AM in the Corner Room. 
 
THINK BUTTERBRAIDS TODAY! At coffee hour SYF will begin 
taking orders for the delicious pastry for pick-up on November 15. 
 
COFFEE HOUR HOSTS needed this fall – please sign up next to the 
kitchen door to host an upcoming Sunday.   No experience 
necessary – guidance provided on coffee making and you may 
provide goodies – homemade or store bought – for this fellowship 
time.  

 

DEADLINE IS TODAY for submitting items to the church office for 
the November issue of The Churchmouse. 
 
JUNIOR CHOIR:  Today, 11:15 AM in the Music Room.  
 
JYF GAME DAY and PIZZA LUNCH:  Today, 11:30 AM. 

 

BRING YOUR FAVORITE BIBLE TO SHARE ON BIBLE SUNDAY next 
Sunday.  Come celebrate with our fourth graders who receive 
their gift Bibles during worship.  Add your Bible to the display 
which will be set up in the Parish Hall for all to see. 
 

NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, the Missionary and Stewardship 
Committee will be presenting a program called "Hunger 101" led 
by Foodshare to increase awareness and understanding of hunger 
and its many causes.  The program will be followed by a simple 
lunch meal prepared by Chef Craig McAllister based on a strict 
monetary budget that reflects the struggles that many of our 
fellow citizens deal with on a daily basis.   Proceeds will benefit 
Foodshare and supplement the funds that were cut from the 
Missions budget this past year.  Tickets for the program and lunch 
will be $6 for adults, $4 for children, $15 for a family and are 
available after church today.  Please join us in our commitment to 
end hunger. 

Bulletin Announcements, October 18, 2009, continued 
 
OCTOBER MISSION COLLECTION is non-perishable food for 
Canton Food Bank and Gifts of Love.  Please leave items in the 
Mission Box by the church kitchen. 
 
 

COMING UP 
 
SENIOR CHOIR:  Monday, 7:00 PM. 
 
MINISTER’S BOOK STUDY:  Tuesday, 10:30 AM & 7:00 PM.   
 
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE:  Tuesday, 7:00 PM. 
 
BELL CHOIR:  Thursday, 7:00 PM. 
 
THE CONNECTICUT CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST FALL ANNUAL MEETING (Part II of the 142nd Annual 
Meeting) will be held this coming Friday and Saturday, October 23 
and 24, at Middletown High School, 200 LaRosa Lane, 
Middletown. All sessions are open to registered visitors as well as 
delegates, including our own delegates, Donna Goeben, Phil 
Doyle, Dan Towle, Betsy Ash and Grace Mauger and also Rev. 
Prichard. The Keynote Speaker will be The Rev. Geoffrey Black, 
General Minister and President of the United Church of Christ. 
The theme of the weekend is "Sacred Conversations on Race." 
The Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson, Minister for Racial Justice of 
the National Setting of the United Church of Christ, has provided 
leadership and trained the facilitators. A Worship Committee, led 
by our Conference Preacher and Chaplain, the Rev. Dr. Rochelle 
Stackhouse of New Haven, has planned the worship experiences.  
Details are available on line at www.ctucc.org 
 
PLEASE JOIN US to give thanks at the annual Thanksgiving Potluck 
on Sunday, November 22 (following service).  Sign up for 
attendance and food offerings located on the kitchen door. 



2010 ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET CAMPAIGN   

 

These past several years, The Board of Trustees has 

stressed the reality that the annual giving amounts have not 

met the minimum required to cover the basic operating 

expenses of the Church.  We have been forced to ñdip intoò 

our Endowment Fund investments to ensure that no programs are subject to 

elimination, and basic property repairs/maintenance can be handled.  

 

While we are fortunate to have this as a short term fallback, relying on 

investments to fund annual expenses could be compared to relying on 401K plan 

withdrawals to pay the mortgage. This year more than ever, with interest rates 

way down, and with unforeseen and potentially serious maintenance issues 

being discovered as part of capital campaign project work, our financial 

vulnerability is reinforced.           

 

If we continue to make draws from our endowment, we will eventually have no 

endowment.  Yet the endowment is a pool of funds established to contribute 

small but important cash flow from accrued interest to our operating budget each 

year in perpetuity.  The trustees and all of us as a church have a responsibility to 

maintain our endowment for the security of our current members, their children, 

and generations to come.  

 

Our hope for this coming 2010 is that even in these tough times we can rise to 

the level of stewardship that is the norm for churches of our size and pay for our 

basic needs without taking away from our endowed assets or being forced to re-

allocate capital campaign funds intended for other purposes. The trustees are 

beginning preparation of our 2010 budget, which can only become a committed 

and realistic budget with all members pledging faithfully.      

 

The trustees have estimated that if every eligible member family gave $20 per 

week or $100 monthly we could develop a viable budget to cover required 2010 

operating expenses from pledging alone. We understand that not all member 

households have equal means to give, but we do prayerfully ask you all to please 

pledge if you have not previously done so, or consider ñstepping upò your level 

when  you complete your 2010 pledge form. 

 

We look forward to the opportunity to share more with you in the coming weeks 

during coffee hour.      

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Board of Trustees: 

 

Hugh Anderson  Dave Heyer  Dave Downs 

Rina Pane  Katha Kerr  Kristin Oswald 

Phil Worley  Linda Lareau  Rick Hill              10/18/09 


