The First Congregational Church
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Canton Center, Connecticut
October 25, 2009 10:00 AM
REFORMATION SUNDAY
CHIMES Lydia Petersen

INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP

PRELUDE: “The Day of the Lord Is at Hand” -Trad. Irish melody

CHORAL INTROIT

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively):
God is gathering us from many different places.
No one is worthy, but we are all invited.
God lifts us up when we stumble and leads us back.
God cares for us amid our pain and losses.
We are delivered from our fears and saved from trouble.
Happy are those who take refuge in a loving God.
Our lips pour forth laughter and joyous singing.
We join in shouts of praise to God Most High.
Taste and see how good God is.
Trust in the One who awakens joy in place of tears.
We will bless our God in all times and places.
Let us exalt God’s name together!

*HYMN 14 (Pilgrim) “The God of Abraham Praise”

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by
THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors):

All-powerful God, we invoke your presence among us, for we need
the knowledge and energy you alone can provide. Your ways are
wonderful beyond our understanding. When our strength is spent,
our vision clouded, and our hope gone, you reach out to us in ways we
often fail to discern. We take heart to think that you are calling us to
yourself, opening our eyes to see your wonders as if for the first time.
We want to be a part of your faithful remnant in a world that too
often loses sight of the holy. Help us, we pray, in Jesus’ name, and
also saying, Our Father...

*GLORIA PATRI (Pilgrim # 513)

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:

MINISTER: Fellow members of this household of faith, | commend
to your love this child whom we now receive as a member of the
family of God. Will you endeavor to live so that he may grow in the
knowledge and love of God, and of our Savior Jesus Christ? Will you
support his parents in their efforts to guide their child in the way of
the gospel, and to faithful service in Christ’s church?
CONGREGATION: We will endeavor to do so, and we promise our
support.

HYMN 483 (Pilgrim) (seated) “I Think When | Read That Sweet Story”

RESPONSIVE READING # 74 (Pilgrim) p. 520 Psalm 34
PRESENTATION OF BIBLES to the Fourth Graders:

OFFERTORY: “God, Who Built This Wondrous Planet” -Vajda/Courtney
Senior Choir

*DOXOLOGY (Pilgrim #515)

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison):

Hear our prayer for all who may be helped by what we give. We
offer more than money; we offer ourselves. May the sympathy and
comfort we share with people in need serve to draw them closer to
you. Keep us strong, that this church may give radiant witness to
truth, constructive opposition to evil, and merciful redemption to
those caught up in the wickedness of our times. Amen.

*HYMN 83 (Pilgrim) “If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee”
The Church School children may pass to their classrooms
when the congregation begins singing.

A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION
followed by the PASTORAL PRAYER and ORGAN RESPONSE



*HYMN 260 (Pilgrim) “The Church’s One Foundation”
SCRIPTURE: Mark 10:46-52 (Pew Bibles N.T. p. 43)

SERMON: “GOD’S GIFTS”

*HYMN 363 (Pilgrim) “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

*BENEDICTION and *RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE: “The Church’s One Foundation” -Wesley/arr. Hustad
(*All who are able, please stand)
The Rev. Susan M. Prichard Interim Minister
Sarah W. LeGeyt Director of Christian Education & Youth
Mary Lou Keefe Organist, Director of Music
Lydia Petersen and Dave Ayres Duty Deacons
Dave Downs Duty Trustee
Phyllis Meeker and Ruth Morholt Greeters
The Brasfields Coffee Hour Hosts

THE FLOWERS today are given by Jane Coburn in memory of her parents, Jack
and Myrtle Scott Murphy (Happy 100" Birthday, Mom).

WE CORDIALLY WELCOME those who are visitors to this church and to this
morning’s worship service. Please sign the guest book in the vestibule. Or, fill
in a Friendship Card found in the pews. Also found with the Friendship Cards
are Pew Envelopes. Please feel free to use them for any donation.

NURSERY CARE is available in the lower level of the Parish House for infants
through 2 years old.

LARGE PRINT COPIES of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’ tables in
the back of the church.

PLEASE JOIN US for refreshment and fellowship in the Parish Hall after worship.
Please see bulletin insert for announcements.

184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133, Canton Center CT 06020-0133
Church Office 860-693-4581 Fax 860-693-4216
E-mail: office@cantoncenterchurch.org
www.cantoncenterchurch.org

S —————

2010 ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET CAMPAIGN

These past several years, The Board of Trustees has stressed the reality that the
annual giving amounts have not met the minimum required to cover the basic

operating expenses of the Church. We have been forcedto“ d i p oirnt o ”

Endowment Fund investments to ensure that no programs are subject to
elimination, and basic property repairs/maintenance can be handled.

While we are fortunate to have this as a short term fallback, relying on
investments to fund annual expenses could be compared to relying on 401K plan
withdrawals to pay the mortgage. This year more than ever, with interest rates
way down, and with unforeseen and potentially serious maintenance issues
being discovered as part of capital campaign project work, our financial
vulnerability is reinforced.

Our hope for this coming 2010 is that even in these tough times we can rise to
the level of stewardship that is the norm for churches of our size and pay for our
basic needs without taking away from our endowed assets or being forced to re-
allocate capital campaign funds intended for other purposes.

You may have received your pledge packet in the mail by now. The trustees are
beginning preparation of our 2010 budget, which can only become a committed
and realistic budget with all members pledging faithfully.

Please reach out to any of us at any time. We look forward to the opportunity to
share more with you during coffee hour in the coming weeks leading up to
Stewardship Sunday on November 8".

Sincerely,

The Board of Trustees:

Hugh Anderson Dave Heyer Dave Downs
Rina Pane Katha Kerr Kristin Oswald
Phil Worley Linda Lareau Rick Hill 10/25/09



BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS — OCTOBER 25, 2009

THINK BUTTERBRAIDS TODAY! At coffee hour SYF will be taking orders
for the delicious frozen pastry for pick-up on November 15.

JUNIOR CHOIR: Today, 11:15 AM in the Music Room.

COME AND SEE THE SPECIAL AND FAVORITE BIBLES TODAY on display
during the coffee hour. Celebrate with our fourth graders who receive
their gift Bibles today.

TODAY, the Missionary and Stewardship Committee is presenting a
program called "Hunger 101" led by Foodshare to increase awareness
and understanding of hunger and its many causes. The program will be
followed by a simple lunch meal prepared by Chef Craig McAllister.
Proceeds will benefit Foodshare and supplement the funds that were
cut from the Missions budget this past year. Tickets: $6 for adults, $4
for children, $15 for a family. Please join us in our commitment to end
hunger.

COMING UP

SENIOR CHOIR: Monday, 7:00 PM.

TRUSTEES’ STEWARDSHIP MEETING: Monday, 7:00 PM.

MINISTER’S BOOK STUDY: Tuesday, 10:30 AM and 7:00 PM.

MEMORIAL GIFTS COMMITTEE: Tuesday, 5:00 PM.

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Tuesday, 7:00 PM and next Sunday,
8:00 AM.

BELL CHOIR: Thursday, 7:00 PM.

TEACHERS’ MEETING: Next Sunday, 8:30 AM. Communion will be
served.

Bulletin Announcements, October 25, 2009, continued

CHERUB CHOIR BEGINS next Sunday, at 11:15 AM in the Music Room,
directed by Judy Robinson. Children age 4 through Grade 2 are
encouraged to participate. Junior Choir will then rehearse at 11:30 AM.

PLEASE JOIN US to give thanks at the annual Thanksgiving Potluck on
Sunday, November 22 (following service). Sign up for attendance and
food offerings located on the kitchen door.

OUR _MISSION COLLECTION FOR NOVEMBER is coats, coats, coats!
COATS for all ages — children, teens, adults - to be distributed to
different agencies as needed.

“BROWN BAG” HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE will also take place in November
to support local food assistance. Pick up a bag with a list of suggested
items directly following the service on November 1 and November 8. All
bags must be returned to church by November 15. You may leave your
bag with your donations on the buffet counter in the Parish Hall or in
the corner at the bottom of the stairs at the Church School entrance to
the Parish House. Additional Note: These food items should not be
confused with the Feather Food items that our Church School children
bring to church on Thanksgiving Sunday, November 22.

FOCUS ON CANTON'‘S “NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS” is November
7, 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM. They want to help! IF YOU NEED HELP and are
unable to do a job or get someone to help you, please contact Carmen
Mills to evaluate your job and reserve a spot on the job list. IF_YOU
WANT TO HELP, volunteer workers are needed. It’s a great way to help
out your neighbors who are in physical, financial, or family need. Come
for a few minutes or the whole day. This is a great service project for
teens, Girl Scouts, and Boy Scouts. Families welcome! Any time you can
spend will be greatly appreciated. Please contact Carmen Mills to sign
up for assistance or to volunteer. Job assignments are to be distributed
at the Canton Community Baptist Church, Dowd Avenue, beginning at
8:30 AM. Bag lunch is provided to all workers.




