
The First Congregational Church 
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Canton Center, Connecticut 
November 8, 2009                                                                               10:00 AM 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 
CHIMES                                                                                              Bob Oswald                             
 

INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 
 

PRELUDE:  “Faith of Our Fathers”                 -Hemy/Walton/arr. Burkhardt 
 

CHORAL INTROIT  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively): 
   Come, all who are anxious or burdened. 
   This is a time to experience good news. 

This is God’s house, and we can meet God here. 
We are brought together in the family of God. 

   Come with expectancy and anticipation. 
   God is present to greet you and change your life. 

We are here to remember the ministry of Jesus. 
We have come to be equipped for our ministry. 

   In our eager waiting, there is fullness of joy. 
   In our preparation for worship, we discover life. 

Unless God is the shaper of our lives, we live in vain. 
Unless we view our city as God’s own, there is emptiness here. 

                                                                                                                                                   
*HYMN 66 (Pilgrim)                                          “For the Beauty of the Earth” 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by  
THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors): 

   In the security of your love, mighty God, it is well with us.  Our work 
is fulfilling, our relationships reflect your faithfulness, and our ability 
to trust is strengthened.  We are here, seeking an extra measure of 
reassurance, the restoration of our best selves and the clarification of 
our responsibilities.  You are the builder in whose hands the church 
can become a community of joy and fulfillment.  You keep watch over 
us, strengthening us to be the church wherever we live and serve.  Be 
known to us now and save all who eagerly await your word.   In Jesus’ 
name we pray, and also saying, Our Father… 
 

*GLORIA PATRI (Pilgrim # 513) 

RESPONSIVE READING p. 537 (Pilgrim) # 107, Psalm 145 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
OFFERTORY:  “Prayer for My Country”                                          -Rodriguez 

Senior Choir 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Pilgrim # 515)   
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison): 
   We give in the spirit of Jesus, whose life was committed to 
proclaiming your love, gracious God.  May our lives give evidence that 
we understand the care and compassion you have for all people, near 
and far, attractive and offensive, rich and poor.  Our offerings today 
are a token of all the gifts we now invest in the work of your realm 
that is forever, with beginnings among us now.  Amen.     
 
*HYMN  462 (Pilgrim)                            “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”   

The church school children may pass to their classrooms  
when the congregation begins singing.   

Children in Grade 4 and older, please go to the Parish Hall. 
 

A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 
     followed by the PASTORAL PRAYER and ORGAN RESPONSE 
 
*HYMN  316 (Pilgrim)                          “God of Earth and Sea and Heaven” 

(alternate tune Hyfrydol) 
   
SCRIPTURE:   Mark 12:38-44 (Pew Bibles N.T. p. 46) 
 

SERMON:                         “EVERYTHING WE HAVE” 
 
*HYMN 418 (Pilgrim)                            “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee” 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 
*RESPONSE                                          
 

*POSTLUDE: “The God of Abraham Praise” -arr. Lyon1770/arr.Burkhardt 
 

(*All who are able, please stand) 



 
 
 
 
 

 
THE FLOWERS today are given in memory of Michael Scott Ronaldes 
and Robert and Elizabeth Ronaldes by the family. 
 
WE CORDIALLY WELCOME those who are visitors to this church and to 
this morning’s worship service.  Please sign the guest book in the 
vestibule.  Or, fill in a Friendship Card found in the pews.  Also found 
with the Friendship Cards are Pew Envelopes.  Please feel free to use 
them for any donation. 
 
PLEASE JOIN US in the Parish Hall following the service for a time of 
fellowship and refreshment. 
 
NURSERY CARE is available in the lower level of the Parish House for 
infants through 2 years old. 
 
LARGE PRINT COPIES of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’ 
tables in the back of the church.    
 
 

Please see bulletin insert for announcements. 
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS – SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2009 
 

CHERUB CHOIR:  Today, 11:15 AM; and, JUNIOR CHOIR:  Today, 11:30 
AM in the Music Room. 
 
PAGEANT INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE:  Rehearsal today, 11:45 AM.   
 
ORDER  CHRISTMAS WREATHS TODAY and next Sunday during coffee 
hour or contact Wayne Goeben.  Proceeds benefit Susan B. Anthony 
Project in Torrington, CT.  Sizes and prices are as follows:   20-inch at 
$15;  28-inch at $30;  38-inch at $50.  Pick up on December 6.   
  
JYF BAKE SALE TODAY at coffee hour to benefit the Canton Fuel Bank. 
 
JYF: SIGN UP TODAY FOR LASER TAG, next Sunday.  Permission slip is 
needed.   
 
CHURCH SCHOOL CHILDREN PICK FEATHERS TODAY for their “Feather 
Food” donation to be made on November 22. 
 
OUR MISSION COLLECTION FOR NOVEMBER is coats, coats, coats!  
COATS for all ages – children, teens, adults – are to be distributed to 
different agencies as needed. 
 
“BROWN BAG” HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE  will also take place this month 
to support local food assistance.  Pick up a bag with a list of suggested 
items directly following the service TODAY.  Please return donations to 
church by next Sunday, November 15.  You may leave your bag on the 
buffet counter in the Parish Hall or downstairs at the lower entrance. 
 

FOCUS ON CANTON THANKSGIVING DAY MEAL is November 26.  Our 
Missionary & Stewardship Committee was asked to provide from our 
church the following: (3) pumpkin pies, (50) bananas, and (100) 
servings of green bean casserole.  There is a sign-up list on the Mission 
Board in the Parish House vestibule. Please deliver food donations to 
the Collinsville Congregational Church by 9:30 AM the morning of 
Thanksgiving.  Notify chairman if anyone would like to volunteer to 
deliver assembled meals or help in the kitchen.  
 
 

ADVENT WORKSHOP & PIZZA LUNCH will be on the First Sunday of 
Advent, November 29th.  Come and make a family advent wreath.  The 
cost will be $5 per person with a $20 family maximum.  Candles and all 
the supplies provided.  Please sign up on the kitchen door by Nov. 22. 
 

COMING UP 
 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY:  Monday, 10:00 AM. 
 
MUSIC COMMITTEE:  Monday, 6:30 PM. 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES:  Monday, 6:30 PM. 
 
SENIOR CHOIR:  Monday, 7:00 PM. 
 
MINISTER’S BOOK STUDY:  Tuesday, 10:00 AM and 7:00 PM. 
 
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE:  Tuesday, 7:00 PM. 
 
PRIME TIMERS’ regular monthly meeting is Wednesday, November 11, 
at Noon, in the Parish Hall.  Please bring a sandwich; dessert and 
beverage will be provided.  The program will be Bingo and prizes. 
 
CHURCH COUNCIL:  Wednesday, 7:00 PM. 
 
REV. PRICHARD will be away from November 11 -24. 
 
BELL CHOIR:  Thursday, 7:00 PM. 
 
A FIRE DRILL will be conducted next Sunday in the church school during 
regular class time.    
  
SYF:  Next Sunday, 10:00 AM in the Corner Room. 
 
THANKSGIVING POTLUCK is Sunday, November 22 (following service).  
Sign up for attendance and food offerings located on the kitchen door. 
 
CANTON ECUMENICAL THANKSGIVING SERVICE will be held at St. 
Patrick RC Church, Collinsville, on Sunday, November 22, at 4:00 PM.  
Choirs from the Canton churches will provide worship music. 



 Hereôs some more information from our Nominating Committee:  
 

Memorial Gifts Committee 
The Memorial Gifts Committee maintains a Book of 
Remembrance in which the name of individuals for whom the 
church receives a memorial gift is inscribed.  The committee shall 
solicit annually from the boards and committees of the Church, 
suggestions for acquisitions or projects, and prepare a list of 
desirable uses for potential memorial gifts.  The Memorial Gifts 
Committee consists of three members, in addition to the Minister, 
who shall be its chair.  The term is three years. 
 

Christian Education Committee 
The Christian Education Committee is responsible for choosing 
curriculum for the Church School, planning and operating C.E. 
related events, and handling any issues directly related to the 
Church School program as they arise.  The chairman of the 
committee and the C.E. Director set the agenda and lead the 
group through the monthly tasks.  Most time is spent planning and 
running special events.  Special events include Opening Sunday, 
Thanksgiving Processional, Advent Workshop, Christmas 
Pageant, Lenten Workshop, Palm Sunday Processional and C.E. 
Sunday.  The committee is also responsible for getting teacher 
coverage for Summer Sundays (when church is in session, but 
church school is not), and for recruiting teachers twice a year.  
The committee meets once a month on a weeknight during the 
school year.  The committee consists of nine members, the term is 
three years, and one youth member whose term is one year. 
 

Clerk of the Church  
The Clerk of the Church is a one-year term.  The primary duty of 
the Clerk is to be secretary to all meetings of the Congregation (2 
or 3 meetings a year) and of Church Council (which meets 
monthly September ï June), maintaining a faithful record of the 
proceedings of the meetings.  The Clerk is a voting member of the 
Church Council.  According to the church bylaws, the Clerk shall 
maintain records of church membersô names and addresses, 
committee members, the record of attendance at regular church 
services, and records of baptisms, weddings and funerals.  This 
information is always available to the Clerk, but for practical 
reasons is currently updated in the church office by the church 
secretary and deacons.                  11/08/2009 
  

   
 

2010 ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET CAMPAIGN   
 

 

Today is our annual Stewardship Sunday, the day we ask that all 

pledge forms be returned so we may begin the process of creating a 

viable budget for 2010. Please feel free to place your pledge form 

in the offering plate, or if you would rather, stop by the trustees 

table at coffee hour where we will have plenty of blank forms 

available.  

 

Also, we invite you all to please join us for a brief presentation 

after coffee hour regarding the current status of the capital 

campaign and our operating budget. We plan to begin around 

11:15 and run between 15 and 30 minutes.      

 

The Board of Trustees would like to sincerely thank each of you 

for your continued generous contributions and commitment to 

maintaining our greatness as a faith body.   

 

Please reach out to any of us at any time.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Hugh Anderson Dave Heyer  Dave Downs 

 

Rina Pane  Katha Kerr  Kristin Oswald 

 

Phil Worley  Linda Lareau  Rick Hill 
 

                                                                                11/08/2009 


