
 
The First Congregational Church 

(United Church of Christ) 
Canton Center, Connecticut 

 
November 22, 2009                                                                             10:00 AM 
 

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY 
 

CHIMES                                                                                              Bob Oswald                     
 

INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 
 

PRELUDE:  “Rhosymedre”                                     -Vaughn Williams/Wagner 
 

CHORAL INTROIT:  “I Will Praise You, O Lord”                               -Patterson                                                                               
Junior Choir  

                                                                                                                                                   
*HYMN  462 (Pilgrim)                            “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 
                  29 (Pilgrim)                             “Now Thank We All Our God” 

Our church school children will begin their processional when the 
congregation begins singing.  

 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison):  
  O God, You are the Source of all Grace.  So we invite You to 

move in our hearts and minds.  Release us from wanderings of 
thought, unworthy motives and minor concerns. Help us to remember 
again the gift of Your Love in Jesus Christ.  By our worship, may the 
bonds of our church family be strengthened and our lives abound in 
thanksgiving for all Your Loving Kindness.  Amen. 

 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors) 
 
RESPONSIVE READING # 99 (Pilgrim) p. 533-534 
 
*GLORIA PATRI (Pilgrim # 513) 
 
ANTHEM:  “Grazioso”                                                                     -Sherman 

Cherry Brook Chimes 
 
 

 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
*HYMN 21 (Pilgrim)                                                      “We Gather Together”                                       

The church school children may pass to their 
classrooms when the congregation begins singing. 

 
SCRIPTURE  LESSON:  Exodus 16: 1-3  (Pew Bibles, O.T. p 61) 
             Philippians 1: 12-14  (Pew Bibles, N.T. p. 181)  
 

SERMON:                      “FLUSTARDS AND FREEDOM”           
The Rev. Dr. Evans F. Sealand, Jr., Pastor Emeritus 

 
SILENT PRAYER and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
OFFERTORY:  “One Faith, One Hope, One Lord”                            -Courtney 

Senior Choir 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Pilgrim # 515)   
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison): 
 We give thanks to You, O God:  for Your Eternal Love, ever 
seeking fuller entrance into our lives; for Your Grace, which is 
sufficient for all our needs; and, for our faith in Jesus Christ, which 
overcomes the world.  We present these gifts so that others might  
share what we so richly enjoy.  We pray that You will accept them, 
bless them, and direct them to the greatest needs in Your world.  In 
Jesus’ name and spirit we pray.  Amen. 
 
*HYMN 437 (Pilgrim)                                            “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee”                         

 
*BENEDICTION   and *RESPONSE 
 
*POSTLUDE:  “Now Thank We All Our God”                                 -Karg-Elert 
 

(*All who are able, please stand) 
 
 
 



 
 

 
THE FLOWERS today are given in loving memory of Rosalie Bolland, my 
mom, and Gramma Schramm, for whom I will be forever grateful, by Jan 
Tanner and family.  
 
WE CORDIALLY WELCOME those who are visitors to this church and to 
this morning’s worship service.  Please sign the guest book in the 
vestibule.  Or, fill in a Friendship Card found in the pews.  Also found 
with the Friendship Cards are Pew Envelopes.  Please feel free to use 
them for any donation. 
 
WE WELCOME AS OUR GUEST PREACHER today our Pastor Emeritus, 
the Rev. Dr. Evans F. Sealand.  This year marks the 50th anniversary of 
his ordination. 
 
NURSERY CARE is available in the lower level of the Parish House for 
infants through 2 years old. 
 
LARGE PRINT COPIES of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’ 
tables in the back of the church.   
 
PLEASE JOIN US in the Parish Hall following the service for a time of 
fellowship and refreshment and the Thanksgiving Potluck. 
 

Please see bulletin insert for announcements. 
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS – NOVEMBER 22, 2009 
 

2010 PLEDGE FORMS are available on the information table in the 
Parish House vestibule.  Please fill out a form today if you haven’t 
already.  Budget planning cannot be finalized without pledges. 
 
BUTTERBRAID orders are ready for pick-up after worship today. 
 
CHERUB CHOIR: Today, at 11:15 AM 
 
JUNIOR CHOIR:  Today, 11:30 AM.  
 
PAGEANT INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE: Today, after church. 
 

THANKSGIVING POTLUCK IS TODAY. PLEASE JOIN US after 
worship to give thanks and share a delicious meal.   
 
CANTON ECUMENICAL THANKSGIVING SERVICE will be held at 
the St. Patrick RC Church, Collinsville, TODAY at 4:00 PM.  Choirs 
from Canton churches will be providing worship music. 
 
FOCUS ON CANTON THANKSGIVING DAY MEAL is November 26.  
Our Missionary & Stewardship Committee was asked to provide 
some of the needed food.  Still needed from our church are: (1) 
pumpkin pie, (1 bunch) bananas, and (6) 3-quart dishes of green 
bean casserole.  You may check the sign-up list on the Mission 
Board in the Parish House vestibule. Please deliver food donations 
to the Collinsville Congregational Church by 9:30 AM the morning 
of Thanksgiving.  Notify chairman if anyone would like to 
volunteer to deliver assembled meals or help in the kitchen.  
 
ADVENT WORKSHOP & PIZZA LUNCH is next Sunday, the First 
Sunday of Advent, November 29th.  Come and make a family 
advent wreath.  The cost will be $5 per person with a $20 family 
maximum.  All the supplies provided.  PLEASE SIGN UP TODAY on 
the kitchen door. 
 

Bulletin Announcements, November 22, 2009, continued 
 
JOIN US FOR “A CHRISTMAS CAROL” IN RIVERTON on Saturday, 
December 5, at 5:00 PM.  Tickets for the production are $10 for 
adults and $5 for children under 12.  We plan to enjoy other 
Christmas activities – making ornaments, carriage rides – before 
the show; more details to follow.  Must have final ticket count by 
tomorrow, Monday, November 23, so please sign up on the 
church kitchen door or contact Rachel Baugher. 
 
OUR MISSION COLLECTION FOR NOVEMBER is coats, coats, 
coats!  COATS for all ages – children, teens, adults - to be 
distributed to different agencies as needed. 
 

COMING UP 
 
SENIOR CHOIR:  Monday, 7:00 PM. 
 
MINISTER’S BOOK STUDY:  Tuesday, 10:30 AM and 7:00 PM. 
 
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE:  Tuesday, 7:00 PM. 
 
BELL CHOIR will not rehearse this week. 
 
THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed Thursday and Friday for the 
Thanksgiving holiday. 
 

  


