
The First Congregational Church 
(United Church of Christ) 

Canton Center, Connecticut 
January 17, 2010                                                                                  10:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHIMES                                                                                              Bob Oswald                             
 

INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP                                                   Geri Bunnell 
 

PRELUDE:  “Holy Ghost, with Light Divine”                                 -arr. Hustad 
 

CHORAL INTROIT:  “Grant me true courage, Lord”                        -J.S. Bach 
Senior Choir 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively): 
  We come this day, Precious God, 

as people in need of your steadfast love: 
with you is the fountain of life; 
in your Light we see light. 
We gather this day, Water-changing God, 
as people looking for signs: 
with you is the fountain of life; 
in your Light we see light. 
We worship this day, Gifting God, 
as people who confess Jesus as our Lord: 
with you is the fountain of life; 
in your Light we see light. 

                                                                                                                                                   
*HYMN 16 (Pilgrim)                           “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by  
THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors): 

With you, ever-loving God, we find our refuge. 
In the shelter of your compassion, we are made whole; 
in the abundance of your grace, we are fed; 
in the depths of your living waters,  
we are transfigured into new people. 

With you, glorious God, we are filled to the brim. 
Our lips cannot contain your praise;  
our hearts overflow with your spirit; 
our lives are poured out for others. 
 
With you, energizing Spirit, 
we find our common life in this community of faith. 
United by a common faith, we take our uncommon gifts 
and share them in serving all people. 
 
Same in love, same in grace, 
God in Community, Holy in One, 
hear us as we pray as Jesus taught us, saying,  
Our Father . . . 
 
*GLORIA PATRI (Chalice #35) 
 
RESPONSIVE READING:  Psalm 100 (p. 752 Chalice)             Lydia Petersen  
 
ANTHEM:   “Lord, Lead Me, Lord”                                                        -Martin 

Senior Choir 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                        
 
OFFERTORY:  “Grazioso”                                                                     -Sherman 

Cherry Brook Chimes Bell Choir 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Chalice #46)   
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison): 
Holy Spirit, you have honored each of us with unique spiritual gifts. 
We acknowledge that these gifts are to be used for your glory alone. 
Help us to offer our talents so that others may be encouraged to share 
abundantly. We are honored and humbled by the responsibility of 
using these gifts as stewards of your Kingdom. We pray in the name of 
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
  
*HYMN 546 (Chalice)                                                            “Amazing Grace!”  

Church school children (8 years and younger) may pass  
to the Parish Hall when the congregation begins singing. 

To love the world as God loves the world is  
to embrace it as it is and run with it,  

straining toward salvation. 
- Rachel Reeder 

 



A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 
     followed by the PASTORAL PRAYER and ORGAN RESPONSE 
 
*HYMN 655 (Chalice)                                                   “Community of Christ” 
   
SCRIPTURE:   John 2: 1-11 (Pew Bibles, N.T. p. 86)                      Dave Ayres 
 

SERMON:                           “A LIFE TRANSFORMED” 
 

*HYMN 217 (Pilgrim)                                               “Lord of All Hopefulness” 
 

THE CONGREGATION WILL PLEASE BE SEATED 
FOR THE BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE:  “A Gaelic Blessing”                                             -Rutter 

Senior Choir 
 

 (*All who are able, please stand) 
 

CHURCH MEMBERS, PLEASE REMAIN SEATED  
FOLLOWING THE SERVICE.  

 

THE FLOWERS today are given by Evans and Evelyn Sealand in loving 
memory of their parents, Harry and Janet Jackson and Evans and Marion 
Sealand. 
 

LARGE PRINT COPIES of today’s bulletin and the Chalice Hymnal are 
available on the ushers’ tables in the back of the church.    
 

Please see bulletin insert for announcements. 
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS – SUNDAY, JANUARY 17, 2010 

 
 

WE CORDIALLY WELCOME those who are visitors to this church 
and to this morning’s worship service.  Please sign the guest book 
in the vestibule.  Or, fill in a Friendship Card found in the pews.  
Also found with the Friendship Cards are Pew Envelopes.  Please 
feel free to use them for any donation. 
 
NURSERY CARE is available in the lower level of the Parish House.  
 
CHURCH SCHOOL CHILDREN aged 3 to 8 will leave the service 
today when indicated in the order of worship and child care will 
be provided for them for the remainder of the service and the 
following congregational meeting.   All other children are 
encouraged to remain in church for the entire service and 
meeting. 
 
WE ARE GRATEFUL to Elayna Parsell, the C.E. Director, two other 
adults and nine youth from North Congregational Church in New 
Hartford who are providing child care today during the worship 
service and congregational meeting. 
 
A FREE-WILL OFFERING may be made today to aid in relief efforts 
for HAITIAN EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS. Checks may be made 
payable to The First Congregational Church with “Disaster Relief” 
in the memo section.  Collection boxes are located at the church 
entrances.  Thank you. 
 
PLEASE JOIN US for a reception in the Parish Hall following the 
congregational meeting. 
 
JUNIOR CHOIR will not rehearse today. 
 
 
 

 
Bulletin Announcements, Sunday, January 17, 2010 
 
 
OUR MISSION COLLECTION FOR JANUARY benefits Hartford’s 
Interval House. Needed items are Pampers (lg), Pull-ups (lg), toilet 
tissue, Kleenex, paper towels, cleaning products - bleach, glass 
cleaner, Lysol disinfectant, sponges.  Plastic tall/large garbage 
bags (55+size).  Donations may be place in the Mission Box by the 
kitchen door. 
 
ANNUAL REPORTS ARE NOW DUE in the church office.  
Committee chairpeople and officers of the church, please take 
note. 
 
DEADLINE IS TODAY for submitting items to the church office for 
the February issue of The Churchmouse. 
 

COMING UP 
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed Monday for Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Day. 
 
SENIOR CHOIR:  Monday, 7:00 PM. 
 
BELL CHOIR:  Thursday, 7:00 PM. 
 
JYF GRINDER SALES are next Sunday and January 31.  Place your 
order for pick-up at coffee hour on the “big game” day, Sunday, 
February 7.   
 
JYF PANCAKE BREAKFAST MEETING:  Next Sunday, 8:30 AM. 
 
ALL-CHURCH RETREAT PLANNING COMMITTEE is forming for the 
Silver Lake Retreat set for March 12, 13, 14.  Contact Sarah LeGeyt 
to help. 


