The First Congregational Church
(United Church of Christ)
Canton Center, Connecticut
January 31, 2010 10:00 AM

CHIMES Bob Oswald
INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP

PRELUDE: “There Is a Balm in Gilead” -African Amer. spiritual/arr. Proulx
CHORAL INTROIT

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively):
Come, people of God, to the one in whom we trust.
Praise God who delivers and rescues us.
God is our rock of refuge, our strong fortress.
God saves us amid wickedness and cruelty.
Hope in God, who has created you.
Open yourself to the one who knows you well.
God accepts us, even when people do not.
God affirms us, even when we fail.
Our God gives us tasks to do and strength to do them.
God’s Word of love is ours to proclaim.
We have come to embrace the mysteries of our faith.
We are here to worship the God who empowers us.

*HYMN 64 (Pilgrim) “All Creatures of Our God and King”

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by

THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors):

God of love, in whose name we have been consecrated for
discipleship and service, encounter us in this hour, that we may grow
in knowledge and actions. Disturb our certainties so we will be open
to new insights. Upset our priorities to make room for faith, hope,
and love. Expand our horizons to encompass ideas we have not
entertained before. Open our hearts to people we have failed to
welcome into our midst. Perfect among us that childlike trust that
allows change to transform us in the presence of your love.
We pray in Jesus’ hame, and also saying, Our Father . . .

*GLORIA PATRI (Pilgrim #513)

RESPONSIVE READING: # 85, Psalm 72 (page 526 Pilgrim)

OFFERTORY: “The Way of the Cross Leads Home” -arr. Smith
Senior Choir

*DOXOLOGY (Pilgrim # 515)

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison):

With awe and wonder before you, O God, we dare to enlist all
our efforts toward the realization of your realm. Where there is
injustice, we would champion those oppressed and misunderstood.
When some feel rejected, we reach out to accept them in Christ’s
name. May these offerings preach and teach and heal. Amen.

A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION
followed by the PASTORAL PRAYER and ORGAN RESPONSE

*HYMN 341 (Pilgrim) “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”
SCRIPTURE: Luke 4: 21-30 (Pew Bibles, N.T. page 56)

SERMON: “SOME DIDN'T FOLLOW”

*HYMN 345 (Pilgrim) “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”

*BENEDICTION
*RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
-Charles Wesley/arr. Hustad

(*All who are able, please stand)



Rev. Susan M. Prichard Interim Minister
Sarah W. LeGeyt Director of Christian Education & Youth
Mary Lou Keefe Organist, Director of Music
Lydia Petersen and Dave Ayres Duty Deacons
Kristin Oswald Duty Trustee
Steve, Kathy and Claire Byko Greeters
Dan and Patti LeGeyt Ushers
The Robinsons Coffee Hour Hosts

THE FLOWERS today are given by Bill and Polly Rice in loving memory of
his mother, Rose Rice.

WE CORDIALLY WELCOME those who are visitors to this church and to
this morning’s worship service. Please sign the guest book in the
vestibule. Or, fill in a Friendship Card found in the pews. Also found
with the Friendship Cards are Pew Envelopes. Please feel free to use
them for any donation.

LARGE PRINT COPIES of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’
tables in the back of the church.

NURSERY CARE is available in the lower level of the Parish House.

PLEASE JOIN US for a time of refreshment and fellowship in the Parish
Hall following worship today.

Please see bulletin insert for announcements.
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS — SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, 2010

PLEASE HELP US TO OFFER HOSPITALITY that we all enjoy by hosting a
coffee hour. There are detailed instructions posted to the right inside
the kitchen door. Sign up on the bulletin board by the kitchen.

JYF_GRINDER SALES TODAY. Place your order at the coffee hour.
Grinder pick-up at coffee hour next Sunday on “game day,” Feb. 7.

ALL CHURCH RETREAT, MARCH 12, 13 & 14: “Where is the Sabbath?”
Do you rush through one activity to get to the next and not focus on the
task at hand? We will explore ways to slow down and take time to
savor the moment and feed our spirits. We will revisit the meaning of
the Sabbath in today’s culture. Come enjoy the beauty of Silver Lake
Conference Center in Sharon, CT. Please sign up during coffee hour
TODAY, Feb. 7" and Feb. 14™. The cost will be $55 per adult, $45 per
child 2-9, with a $220 family max. Day trippers will be charged $5 per
person plus $15 per meal per person.

JUNIOR CHOIR: Today, 11:15 AM in the Music Room.

SILVER LAKE SUMMER CONFERENCES: www.silverlakect.org

COMING UP
SENIOR CHOIR: Monday, 7:00 PM.
HONOR COURT is hosted by our church Monday evening in Hartford.
DIACONATE: Tuesday, 7:00 PM
BELL CHOIR: Wednesday, 7:00 PM. (Note change in day for this week.)

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE: Next Sunday, 8:30 AM.

OUR MISSION BOX COLLECTION FOR FEBRUARY will benefit A Hand Up.
Needed are donations of pots and pans, dishes, glasses, cooking utensils
(gently used), bath towels and kitchen towels (new if possible), and new
pillows. A Hand Up assists people transitioning to independent living
from homelessness and is based in West Hartford.

Bulletin Announcements, Sunday, January 31, 2010

BOOK STUDY RESUMES. The Tuesday morning (10:30 AM) and evening
(7:00 PM) book groups will reconvene on February 9" to begin a new
book, Wide As The Waters: The Story of the English Bible and the
Revolution it Inspired, by Benson Bobrick. This is a true story about the
many individuals and councils that struggled and fought to create an
authorized translation of the Bible from Latin into English. This book is
available from Amazon, Borders, and Barnes & Noble, priced from $4 to
$15. Please read the Prologue chapter for our first gathering.

MUNSON’S EASTER CANDY will be on sale during the coffee hours for
the month of February. Proceeds will go to the SYF Summer Mission
Trip to Heifer International’s Overlook Farm in Rutland, MA.

PRIME TIMERS meet in the Parish Hall, Wednesday, February 10, at 12
Noon. The program will be by Jay Kaplan on “Animal Adaptations — How
animals adapt to meet their needs.” Bring a sandwich; dessert and
beverage provided.

THE _ANNUAL MEETING of The First Congregational Church, Canton
Center, is scheduled for Wednesday, February 24, 7:00 PM. There will
be a time for dessert and fellowship beginning at 7:00 PM. in the Parish
Hall. The business meeting begins at 7:30 PM. All church members are
encouraged to attend this meeting, especially those who have been
nominated for a position as well as those persons presenting reports.

1°T ANNUAL TRIVIA NIGHT! Put on your thinking caps and form a team
of 8 friends and family members to enter the Trivia Night competition
on Saturday, February 20, beginning at 7 PM. Questions will range from
science to sports, current events to geography and entertainment so
everyone will get a chance to show off their knowledge. Entrance fee is
S10 per participant; light refreshments will be served. Cash prizes
awarded to 1% and 2™ place team based on overall attendance. All
remaining proceeds will benefit the SYF Summer mission trip. Sign up
posted on the kitchen door or by contacting Rachel Baugher.

CHERUB CHOIR will begin rehearsals for Easter at 11:15 AM, Sunday,
February 14. Children from age 4 through Grade 2 are welcome to join.


http://www.silverlakect.org/

