
 
The First Congregational Church 

(United Church of Christ) 
Canton Center, Connecticut 

February 7, 2010                                                                                  10:00 AM 
 
CHIMES                                                                                              Bob Oswald 
 

INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP                                                    
 

PRELUDE:  “Liedchen”                                                                 -Mendelssohn 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively): 
     Holy, holy, holy is the God of hosts; 
     the whole earth is full of God’s glory. 

Our hearts are filled with Thanks, O God. 
We bring before you our songs of praise. 

     All rulers of the people are called to praise God. 
     All people of the earth are subject to God’s rule. 

The steadfast love of God surrounds us here. 
We have come to see and hear and understand. 

     Let the thresholds shake with the power of God’s voice. 
     Let all the people tremble before God’s glory. 

God’s purposes endure and will be fulfilled. 
Our lives can be channels for God’s grace. 

                                                                                                                                                  
*HYMN 340 (Pilgrim)                                  “They Cast Their Nets in Galilee” 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by  
THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors): 
O God, whose presence fills this place of gathering, we bow 

before your majesty in awe and wonder.  When we consider the vast 
universe of your dominion, we are humbled by your attention to us.  
Your steadfast love and faithfulness amaze us.  Your care for the lowly 
gives us a sense of our own dignity and worth.  Send your gospel to 
teach us, to save us from ourselves, to lead us into all truth.  Show us 
the tasks we can accomplish for you and grant us the courage to reach 
out in your name to do them. We pray in Jesus’ name, and also saying, 
Our Father . . . 
 
*GLORIA PATRI (Pilgrim # 513) 

 
OFFERTORY:  “Shall We Gather at the River”    -R. Lowry 1864/arr. Carter 

Senior Choir 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Pilgrim # 515)   
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison): 
 Your voice, O God, we have heard.  Your presence has moved 
us to respond.  Send us where you want us to go.  Use the resources 
we dedicate here to empower others to witness to your love and care.  
Fill our lives with thanksgiving.  Fill our days with purpose.  We 
rededicate ourselves to work and worship that express our profound 
gratitude for life and all its opportunities.  Amen. 
 
*HYMN 322 (Pilgrim)                                 “Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult” 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 
     followed by the PASTORAL PRAYER and ORGAN RESPONSE 
 
*HYMN 301 (Pilgrim)                                  “Jesus, With Thy Church Abide” 
   
SCRIPTURE:  Luke 5: 1-11 (Pew Bibles, N.T. page 57)  
 

SERMON:                                  “FOLLOW ME” 
 
*COMMUNION HYMN 288 (Pilgrim)           “Let Us Break Bread Together” 
 
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER:  

All who profess faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior are 
welcome to receive the Bread and the Cup. The deacons will 
administer communion to the congregation as seated. We 
partake of the elements after all have been served, as one body 
in Christ.  

 

*HYMN 268 (Pilgrim)                    “Lord, We Thank Thee for Our Brothers” 
 

*BENEDICTION  and  *RESPONSE 
 
*POSTLUDE:  “Rejoice, the Lord Is King”          -John Darwell/arr. Shackley 
 

 (*All who are able, please stand) 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
THE FLOWERS today are given by Marg and Dave Ayres in celebration of 
their parents and grandchildren. 
 
WE CORDIALLY WELCOME those who are visitors to this church and to 
this morning’s worship service.  Please sign the guest book in the 
vestibule.  Or, fill in a Friendship Card found in the pews.  Also found 
with the Friendship Cards are Pew Envelopes.  Please feel free to use 
them for any donation. 
 
LARGE PRINT COPIES of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’ 
tables in the back of the church.    
 
NURSERY CARE is available in the lower level of the Parish House.  
 
PLEASE JOIN US for a time of refreshment and fellowship in the Parish 
Hall following worship today. 
 

Please see bulletin insert for announcements. 
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS – SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2010 
 
A FREE-WILL OFFERING may be made today to aid in relief efforts for 
HAITIAN EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS. Checks may be made payable to The 
First Congregational Church with “Disaster Relief” in the memo section.  
Collection boxes are located at the church entrances.  Thank you. 
 
PICK UP YOUR JYF GRINDER TODAY at the coffee hour.   
 

ALL CHURCH RETREAT, MARCH 12, 13 & 14:  “Where is the Sabbath?” 
Do you rush through one activity to get to the next and not focus on the 
task at hand?  Explore ways to slow down and take time to savor the 
moment and feed our spirits. Revisit the meaning of the Sabbath in 
today’s culture.  Come enjoy the beauty of Silver Lake Conference 
Center in Sharon, CT.  Please sign up during coffee hour TODAY and Feb. 
14th.  The cost will be $55 per adult, $45 per child 2-9, with a $220 
family max.  Day trippers will be charged $5 per person plus $15 per 
meal per person. 
 
MUNSON’S EASTER CANDY will be on sale during the coffee hours this 
month.  Proceeds will go to the SYF Summer Mission Trip to Heifer 
International’s Overlook Farm in Rutland, MA. 
 
JUNIOR CHOIR:  Today, 11:15 AM in the Music Room. 
 
SIGN UP FOR THE LENTEN WORKSHOP AND POTLUCK LUNCHEON on 
Sunday, February 28th.  Along with the potluck luncheon, there will be a 
Lenten Pilgrimage Labyrinth workshop, including watching a video 
about labyrinths as a metaphor for pilgrimage, walking a labyrinth in the 
social hall, tracing finger labyrinths, journaling, coloring labyrinths and 
other geometric designs.  There will be activities for all age levels. Even 
pre-school children enjoy following God’s path to see where it leads.  
 
OUR MISSION BOX COLLECTION FOR FEBRUARY will benefit A Hand Up, 
Inc.  Needed are donations of pots and pans, dishes, glasses, cooking 
utensils (gently used), bath towels and kitchen towels (new if possible), 
and new pillows.  A Hand Up assists people transitioning to independent 
living from homelessness and is based in West Hartford. 

 
continued 

AN ORDER FOR CHURCH NAME TAGS will be placed soon.  If you have 
lost yours, and haven’t already asked for a new one, please contact the 
church office to get on the list, 860-693-4581 or email at 
office@cantoncenterchurch.org. 

 

COMING UP 
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY:  Monday, 10:00 AM. 
 

MUSIC COMMITTEE:  Monday, 6:30 PM. 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:  Monday, 6:30 PM. 
 

SENIOR CHOIR:  Monday, 7:00 PM. 
 

BOOK STUDY RESUMES Tuesday morning (10:30 AM) and evening (7:00 
PM) this week to begin Wide As The Waters by Benson Bobrick.  Please 
read the Prologue chapter for Tuesday.   
 

PRIME TIMERS meet in the Parish Hall, Wednesday at 12 Noon.  Jay 
Kaplan presents “Animal Adaptations – How animals adapt to meet 
their needs.”  Bring a sandwich; dessert and beverage provided. 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL:  Wednesday, 7:00 PM. 
 

BELL CHOIR:  Thursday, 7:00 PM.   
 

MISSIONARY & STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE:  Next Sunday, 8:30 AM. 
 

CHERUB CHOIR rehearsals for Easter begin next Sunday at 11:15 AM, in 
the Music Room.  Children age 4 through Grade 2 are welcome to join. 
 

THE ANNUAL MEETING is scheduled for Wednesday, February 24, 7:00 
PM.  There will be a time for dessert and fellowship at 7:00 PM. in the 
Parish Hall.  The business meeting begins at 7:30 PM 
 

1ST ANNUAL TRIVIA NIGHT!  Form a team of 8 friends and family 
members for Trivia Night on Saturday, February 20, beginning at 7 PM.  
Questions range from science to sports, current events to geography 
and entertainment so everyone will get a chance to show off their 
knowledge.  Entrance fee is $10 per participant; light refreshments will 
be served.  Cash prizes for 1st and 2nd place team based on overall 
attendance.  All remaining proceeds will benefit the SYF Summer 
mission trip.  Sign up on the kitchen door or contact Rachel Baugher. 


