
 
The First Congregational Church 

(United Church of Christ) 
Canton Center, Connecticut 

February 21, 2010                                                                                10:00 AM 
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

CHIMES                                                                                              Bob Oswald 
 

INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP                                                    
 

PRELUDE:  “Brother James’ Air”                                                              -Jacob 
 

CHORAL INTROIT 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively): 
     Gather to remember and share stories of faith; 
     rejoice in the goodness of the loving God. 

Before our stories began, there was God; 
through all our days, God walks with us. 

     Worship the one who gives and sustains life; 
     sing praises to the one who is our refuge. 

There is no place we can go God is not; 
amid life’s terrors, God’s promises hold true. 

     Delight in God, whose protection we enjoy; 
     dance with the God, who frees us for new possibilities. 

We call out to God, expecting to be heard; 
we listen, knowing there is truth to be received. 

                                                                                                                                

*HYMN 7 (Pilgrim)                               “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by  
THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors): 
 God of history, whose Word is alive in us, write your truth 

into our lives this day.  Work your signs and wonders in our midst.  
Show us your salvation.  Be present in our troubles and in our 
triumphs.  Lead us away from bondage to things that do not matter.  
Show us the better land you intend for us, where barriers no longer 
divide and true community is born. We pray in Jesus’ name, and also 
saying, Our Father . . . 
 
*GLORIA PATRI (Pilgrim # 513) 
 

 
 
 
 
RESPONSIVE READING:  Psalm 91, #91, Page 529 (Pilgrim) 
 
OFFERTORY:  “Lift Every Voice and Sing”                                -Johnson/Pote 

Senior Choir 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Pilgrim #515)   
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison): 
 From the abundance entrusted to us, we offer up the best we 
can give.  Guide our use of this precious trust, that it may be spent In 
ways you choose, in places where you would send us, for the sake of 
people among whom you wish to dwell.  May we bear witness to your 
abiding love, not only with money but with dedicated lives.  Allow us 
to be instruments of assurance and compassion in our homes and 
wherever our journeys lead.  Amen. 
 
*HYMN 153 (Pilgrim)                “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 
     followed by the PASTORAL PRAYER and ORGAN RESPONSE 
 
*HYMN 102 (Pilgrim)                         “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
   
SCRIPTURE:  Luke 4: 1-13 (Pew Bibles, N.T. Page 56)  
 

SERMON:                       “WALKING A PATH THROUGH LENT” 
 
*HYMN 148 (Pilgrim)                                       “Forty Days and Forty Nights” 
 

*BENEDICTION   
 
*RESPONSE 
 

*POSTLUDE:  “When in Our Music God Is Glorified”                       -McAfee  
 

 (*All who are able, please stand) 
 



 
 

 
 

 
THE FLOWERS today are given in memory of Lew and Minerva Forker by 
John Forker. 
 
WE CORDIALLY WELCOME those who are visitors to this church and to 
this morning’s worship service.  Please sign the guest book in the 
vestibule.  Or, fill in a Friendship Card found in the pews.  Also found 
with the Friendship Cards are Pew Envelopes.  Please feel free to use 
them for any donation. 
 
LARGE PRINT COPIES of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’ 
tables in the back of the church.    
 
NURSERY CARE is available in the lower level of the Parish House.  
 
PLEASE JOIN US for a time of refreshment and fellowship in the Parish 
Hall following worship today. 
 

Please see bulletin insert for announcements. 
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS – SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2010 
 
2009 ANNUAL REPORTS are available on the information table by the 
church kitchen in the Parish House.  
 
SIGN UP FOR THE LENTEN WORKSHOP AND POTLUCK LUNCHEON NEXT 
SUNDAY, February 28th.  Along with the potluck luncheon, there will be 
a Lenten Pilgrimage Labyrinth workshop, including watching a video 
about labyrinths as a metaphor for pilgrimage, walking a labyrinth in the 
social hall, tracing finger labyrinths, journaling, coloring labyrinths and 
other geometric designs.  There will be activities for all age levels. Even 
pre-school children enjoy following God’s path to see where it leads.  
 
CHURCH SCHOOL TALENT SHOW SIGN-UPS TODAY during coffee hour.  
See Jim Koplar and Bob Mankowski. 
 
LAST CHANCE TO SIGN UP TODAY during coffee hour.  ALL CHURCH 
RETREAT, MARCH 12, 13 & 14:  “Where is the Sabbath?” Do you rush 
through one activity to get to the next and not focus on the task at 
hand?  Explore ways to slow down and take time to savor the moment 
and feed our spirits. Revisit the meaning of the Sabbath in today’s 
culture.  Come enjoy the beauty of Silver Lake Conference Center in 
Sharon, CT.  The cost will be $55 per adult, $45 per child 2-9, with a 
$220 family max.  Day trippers will be charged $5 per person; $15 per 
meal per person. 
 
SALE OF ANIMALS CONTINUES to fight world poverty and hunger. The 
SYF is selling flocks of geese, ducks and baby chicks, or shares towards 
bigger animals such as goats, sheep, llamas, pigs and rabbits. Heifer 
animals help raise families from poverty and teach families to be self 
reliant. The cost of a share is $25; a portion benefits the Summer 
Mission Trip to Heifer International’s Overlook Farm in Rutland, MA. 
 
MUNSON’S EASTER CANDY will be on sale during the coffee hours this 
month.  Proceeds will go to the SYF Summer Mission Trip to Heifer 
International’s Overlook Farm in Rutland, MA. 
 
CHERUB CHOIR:  Today, 11:15 AM, in the Music Room.   
 
JUNIOR CHOIR:  Today, 11:30 AM in the Music Room.   

 
 
Bulletin Announcements, continued 
 
JYF, COME ENJOY FELLOWSHIP AND FUN with your Canton friends from 
other churches.  All the middle school youth groups from the Canton 
churches will gather here for a pasta dinner, games and fun TODAY 
5:30-7:30 PM.  Please bring a dessert to share. 
 
OUR MISSION BOX COLLECTION FOR FEBRUARY will benefit A Hand Up, 
Inc. with donations of pots, pans, dishes, glasses, cooking utensils 
(gently used), bath towels, kitchen towels (new), and new pillows.   
 
AN ORDER FOR CHURCH NAME TAGS will be placed soon.  If you have 
lost yours, and haven’t already asked for a new one, please contact the 
church office to get on the list, 860-693-4581 or email at 
office@cantoncenterchurch.org.          
                                             

COMING UP 
 
SENIOR CHOIR:  Monday, 7:00 PM. 
 
BOOK STUDY:  Tuesday, 10:30 AM, and 7:00 PM.  This series discusses 
Wide As The Waters:  The Story of the English Bible and the Revolution It 
Inspired by Benson Bobrick.  
 

THE ANNUAL MEETING of the congregation of The First Congregational 
Church, Canton Center, is this Wednesday, February 24, 2010, 7:30 PM.  
There will be a time for dessert and fellowship at 7:00 PM in the Parish 
Hall before the business meeting.  All church members are encouraged 
to attend this meeting, especially those who have been nominated for 
office or a committee position as well as those persons presenting 
reports.   
 
BELL CHOIR:  Thursday, 7:00 PM.   
 
THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed Friday, February 26. 
 
 C.E. COMMITTEE:  Next Sunday, at 8:30 AM.                                  
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