The First Congregational Church
(United Church of Christ)
Canton Center, Connecticut
February 28, 2010 10:00 AM
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
CHIMES Lydia Petersen

INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP

PRELUDE: “Loving Shepherd of Thy Sheep” -Rutter
CHORAL INTROIT

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively):
Put away your hesitation to come before God;
quiet your fears and anxieties, for God welcomes us.

God is our light and our salvation;

whom shall we fear?

Look to the heavens for inspiration and assurance;
look around you, for God’s presence is everywhere.

God is the stronghold of our lives;

of whom shall we be afraid?

Let us watch and wait with our Creator;
let us trust in the one who gives life and hope.

Teach us your ways, O God,

and lead us on a level path.
*HYMN 62 (Chalice) “Creator God, Creating Still”
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by

THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors):

In this place, our hearts take courage. Your goodness is all
around us. The trials and cares of life are stilled before you. Show us
your face, O God; let your love be known to us. We need this hour to
remember who we are, to let you gather us under your wings. We
need this time to feel close to one another, to recognize ourselves as
brothers and sisters. We need reminders of the humanity and glory of
Jesus Christ that empower our discipline. Hear our cries and help us.
We pray in Jesus’ name, and also saying, Our Father. ..

*GLORIA PATRI (Chalice # 35)

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 27, Page 736 (Chalice)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

OFFERTORY: “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” -Beek
Senior Choir

*DOXOLOGY (Chalice # 46)

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison):

In the confidence that you will multiply our best efforts, we
bring our offerings for the work of your church in the world. Holy God,
it is a joy to present our sacrifices, for we are as blessed in our giving
as we have been in receiving abundant goodness from your hand.
Keep us from seeking to build permanent structures that might block
spontaneous responses to your love. Amen.

*HYMN 183 (Chalice) “We Meet You, O Christ”
The Church School children pass to their classrooms

when the congregation begins singing.

A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION
followed by the PASTORAL PRAYER and ORGAN RESPONSE

*HYMN 638 (Chalice) “In the Bulb There Is a Flower”
SCRIPTURE: John 3:1-17 (Pew Bibles, N.T. Page 86)

SERMON: “WHAT ABOUT LENT?”

*HYMN 254 (Chalice) “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”
*BENEDICTION

*RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE: “Sheep May Safely Graze” -1.S. Bach

(*All who are able, please stand)
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THE FLOWERS today are given in loving memory of her parents, James
and Lois Beane, by Linda Kessler.

WE CORDIALLY WELCOME those who are visitors to this church and to
this morning’s worship service. Please sign the guest book in the
vestibule. Or, fill in a Friendship Card found in the pews. Also found
with the Friendship Cards are Pew Envelopes. Please feel free to use
them for any donation.

LARGE PRINT COPIES of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’
tables in the back of the church. Large print editions of the Chalice
Hymnal are also available for use during worship.

NURSERY CARE is available in the lower level of the Parish House.

PLEASE JOIN US for a time of refreshment and fellowship in the Parish
Hall following worship today.

Please see bulletin insert for announcements.
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS — SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2010

LENTEN WORKSHOP AND POTLUCK LUNCHEON IS TODAY, following
coffee hour. Along with the potluck luncheon, there is a Lenten
Pilgrimage Labyrinth workshop, including watching a video about
labyrinths as a metaphor for pilgrimage, walking a labyrinth in the social
hall, tracing finger labyrinths, journaling, coloring labyrinths and other
geometric designs. There will be activities for all age levels.

CHURCH SCHOOL TALENT SHOW SIGN-UPS TODAY during coffee hour.
See Jim Koplar and Bob Mankowski.

SALE OF ANIMALS CONTINUES to fight world poverty and hunger. The
SYF is selling flocks of geese, ducks and baby chicks, or shares towards
bigger animals such as goats, sheep, llamas, pigs and rabbits. Heifer
animals help raise families from poverty and teach families to be self
reliant. The cost of a share is $25; a portion benefits the Summer
Mission Trip to Heifer International’s Overlook Farm in Rutland, MA.

LAST CHANCE TO ORDER MUNSON’S EASTER CANDY at coffee hour
today. Proceeds benefit the SYF Summer Mission Trip.

CHERUB CHOIR: Today, 11:15 AM, in the Music Room.
JUNIOR CHOIR: Today, 11:30 AM in the Music Room.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP: Ladies of the Church, in the March issue of the
Church Mouse you will find a survey of the Women’s Fellowship group.
We are interested in learning more about the types of activities and
events in which you would like to participate. Please complete the
survey, tear it out and return it to Ana Chambers. You can mail it to Ana
at 162 Hill Street, Collinsville; email it to laatka@comcast.net; or leave it
in the Church office in the Women’s Fellowship mailbox. Feel free to
call Ana if you have any questions. Thank you.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN OFFERING ENVELOPES for 2010-2011 are available
on the information table by the kitchen. If you do not find yours there,
please contact Jane Watson in the church office, 860-693-4581.
Envelopes are available to anyone who would like to use them.

Bulletin Announcements, continued

GIRL SCOUT SUNDAY IS MARCH 7. Calling all Daisies, Brownies, Juniors,
Cadettes and Seniors to come to church to be a greeter or an usher.
Show up by 9:15 AM and don't forget to wear your uniform. We will
also be hosting coffee hour, so any contributions of goodies would be
appreciated. If you have any questions, please call Cora Mutch.

OUR MISSION COLLECTION for March is craft items to benefit Mary’s
Place in Windsor, a center for grieving children and their parents. Lists
of needed items will be found near the mission collection box by the
church kitchen door.

COMING UP

HONOR COURT will be hosted by our church Monday evening in
Hartford.

SENIOR CHOIR: Monday, 7:00 PM.

DIACONATE: Tuesday, 7:00 PM.

EASTER BASKETS. The JYF and Missions Committee will be filling Easter
Baskets again this year. This year there are over 30 children in Canton
in need. Please take an “egg” from the egg tree starting on March 7th
and bring in the item noted by March 21*. The JYF will fill the baskets
and we will deliver them to the Canton Food Bank on Palm Sunday.

BELL CHOIR: Thursday, 7:00 PM.

TEACHERS’ MEETING: Next Sunday, 8:30 AM. Communion will be
served.

PRIME TIMERS will meet in the Parish Hall at Noon on Wednesday,
March 10, for potluck luncheon. Larry Carlton will provide the program
on New England Trains. Annual dues of $3 per person will be collected
at that time.
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