
The First Congregational Church 
(United Church of Christ) 

Canton Center, Connecticut 
March 14, 2010                                                                                    10:00 AM 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
LAITY SUNDAY 

CHIMES                                                                                         Lydia Petersen                                      
 

INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP                                                   Bob Oswald                                  
 

PRELUDE:  “Jesu, Meine Freude”                                                       -J.S. Bach 
 

CHORAL INTROIT 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively):                                                Dan LeGeyt 
     The new day has dawned, God’s gift to us; 
     the fruits of the land are ours to enjoy. 

We are a new creation in Jesus Christ; 
the old has passed away, the new has come. 

     This is a day for forgiveness and reconciliation; 
     celebrate God’s love for the lost who are found. 

The glad cries of deliverance surround us; 
shouts of joy arise from our hearts. 

     Let all who are faithful offer up prayers; 
     may all who are in Christ give thanks. 

We will be glad and join the dance of life; 
with the upright of heart, we rejoice and sing. 

                                                                                                               
*HYMN 1 (Pilgrim)                                     “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by                       Betsy Ash 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors): 
Welcoming God, we have gathered together so that you may 

teach us the way we should go.  In our times of distress and need, you 
have provided.  When we have stubbornly followed our own plans, 
you have curbed our impulses.  From our days of confusion and 
aimless wandering, you have rescued us and restored us to our true 
identity.  Meet us now as we worship together to shape us into a 
righteous, reconciling people.  We pray in Jesus’ name, and also 
saying, Our Father . . . 

 
*GLORIA PATRI (Pilgrim #513) 

 
 
RESPONSIVE READING:  # 72, Page 519 (Pilgrim)                  Lydia Petersen 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                       Jim Koplar 
 
OFFERTORY:  “God of All People”                                              -Haas/Helgen 

Senior Choir; Lauren McAllister, oboe 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Pilgrim #515)   
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison): 
   Thank you, God, for proclaiming our worth when we do not 
value ourselves.  Thank you for welcoming us to a celebration of life 
with so many precious gifts.  Thank you now for the privilege of 
sharing so others may be led to your joyous embrace.  Help us to be 
generous in gratitude for your lavish provision for all our needs.  
Amen. 
 

*HYMN 66 (Pilgrim)                                          “For the Beauty of the Earth” 
Preschool, K-Grade 1, Grades 3 & 4 pass to the  

Parish Hall/ kitchen for pretzel making, and all other grades 
pass to their classrooms, when the congregation begins singing. 

 

A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 
  followed by the PASTORAL PRAYER and ORGAN RESPONSE  Bob Oswald 
 

HYMN SUGGESTIONS from the congregation (first & last verses)              
  
SCRIPTURE:  Matthew 18: 21-35 (Pew Bibles, N.T. Page 18)  Cindy Griggs 
 
SERMON:                               “THE FORGIVEN”                             Geri Bunnell 
 
*HYMN 8 (Pilgrim)                                        “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 

*RESPONSE 
 

*POSTLUDE:  “Fantasy in C Major”                                                    -J.S. Bach 
 

 (*All who are able, please stand) 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE FLOWERS today are given in memory of Dan Darling by his family. 
 
WE CORDIALLY WELCOME those who are visitors to this church and to 
this morning’s worship service.  Please sign the guest book in the 
vestibule.  Or, fill in a Friendship Card found in the pews.  Also found 
with the Friendship Cards are Pew Envelopes.  Please feel free to use 
them for any donation. 
 
LARGE PRINT COPIES of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’ 
tables in the back of the church.    
 
NURSERY CARE is available in the lower level of the Parish House.  
 
PLEASE JOIN US for a time of refreshment and fellowship in the Parish 
Hall following worship today. 
 

Please see bulletin insert for announcements. 
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS – SUNDAY, MARCH 14, 2010 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING as part of Our Churches Wider Mission 
(OCWM) is the special mission offering of the United Church of Christ 
that carries God's message of love and hope to people in more than 
eighty countries.  The UCC works with international partners to provide 
sources of clean water and food, education and health care, small 
business micro-credit, emergency relief, and advocacy and resettlement 
for refugees and displaced persons. OGHS also supports domestic and 
international ministries for disaster preparedness and response, such as 
aiding in relief efforts following the recent earthquakes.  Envelopes are 
provided for this purpose.  Please make checks payable to the First 
Congregational Church with OGHS in the memo section.  Thank you. 
 
EASTER LILIES may be ordered during the coffee hours today and March 
21.  The cost will be $11.50 each.  Lilies may be given in memory of, in 
honor of or in celebration of a loved one and will beautify our church on 
Easter Sunday services, April 4.  Donors are asked to please leave the 
lilies until after the second service.  If you would like your lily held for 
you, please sign up on the sheet on the kitchen door.  See or order by 
phone to Robin Owens.   
 
PLEASE TAKE AN “EGG” TODAY FROM THE EGG TREE in the Parish Hall. 
The JYF and Missions Committee will be filling Easter Baskets again this 
year.  This year there are over 30 children in Canton in need.  Please 
return the items noted by next Sunday, March 21st.  The JYF will fill the 
baskets for delivery to the Canton Food Bank on Palm Sunday. 
 
PALM SUNDAY POT LUCK, March 28.  Sign up on the kitchen door.    
 
CHURCH SCHOOL TALENT SHOW SIGN-UPS TODAY during coffee hour.  
See Jim Koplar and Bob Mankowski. 
 
SALE OF ANIMALS CONTINUES to fight world poverty and hunger.  Cost 
is $25/share; a portion benefits the Summer Mission Trip to Heifer 
International’s Overlook Farm. 
 
CHERUB CHOIR will not rehearse today.   
 
JUNIOR CHOIR: Today, 11:15 AM, in the Music Room.    

WIDER CHURCH FELLOWSHIP IS PURCHASING NEW, LIGHT-WEIGHT 
TABLES for the Parish Hall and needs to move out the old, heavy ones.  
If you are interested in adopting one of the old laminate tables (30” x 
96”), please see Rachel Baugher during coffee hour.  Price is $20 and 
you will need to pick it up by Thursday, March 18.  Limit 1 table per 
family, please.  
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP SURVEYS.  In case you didn’t get a chance to 
reply to the survey in the March issue of the Churchmouse, there are 
copies on the information table by the kitchen.  You may mail it to Ana 
Chambers at 162 Hill Street, Collinsville; email it to laatka@comcast.net; 
or leave it in the Church office in the Women’s Fellowship mailbox.  Call 
Ana (860-693-1493) if you have any questions.   
 

MISSION COLLECTION FOR MARCH is craft items for Mary’s Place in 
Windsor, a center for grieving children and their parents.  Needed: adult 
white T-shirts, 4-inch clay pots, plastic spoons, large garbage bags, 
ground coffee, 8”x10” acrylic self-standing frames, sculpting clay. 
 
HOLY JOE’S CAFÉ CUPS are due back in the Parish Hall by Palm Sunday, 
March 28.   There is a collection box at the exit into the Parish House. 
 

COMING UP 
 

SENIOR CHOIR:  Monday, 7:00 PM. 
 

MINISTER’S BOOK STUDY:  Tuesday, 10:30 AM and 7:00 PM. 
 

BELL CHOIR:  Thursday, 7:00 PM.   
 

SYF MEETING:  Next Sunday, 10:00 AM in the Corner Room. 
 

DEADLINE for the April issue of The Churchmouse is next Sunday. 
 
JYF PIZZA & A MOVIE:  Next Sunday, March 21, 11:30 AM.   Please sign 
up on the JYF bulletin board by the church office. 
 

HOLY WEEK:  Palm Sunday worship, 10:00 AM, March 28, beginning 
with the Processional by the church school; Palm Sunday Potluck after 
church. Maundy Thursday Service, April 1, 7:30 PM; Easter Sunday 
services, April 4, 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM.  Church School classes do not 
meet on Easter Sunday; Nursery care is available at the 9:00 AM service. 

http://www.ucc.org/ocwm/
http://www.ucc.org/ocwm/
mailto:laatka@comcast.net

