The First Congregational Church
(United Church of Christ)
Canton Center, Connecticut
March 21, 2010 10:00 AM
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
CHIMES Bob Oswald

INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP
PRELUDE: “Holy Love” -Choplin
CHORAL INTROIT

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively):

God'’s spirit is moving among us; give thanks!

Our God is about to do a new thing in our midst.
How good it is to be chosen by God;
we gather to sing our praises and thanks.

God has done great things for us; we are glad!

Now God is pointing us toward new goals.
We are waiting to hear what God would have us do;
we are ready to risk new behaviors to be faithful.

Into the wilderness of our lives comes living water.

Into the sorrow of our days comes reason for joy.
Forgetting what lies behind, we greet our future;
we press on, responding to the upward call of Christ.

*HYMN 3 (Pilgrim) “God Himself Is with Us”

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by

THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors):

Powerful God, we give thanks that you have called us to be
your people. In our times of gloom, you have sent your light. When
we are weary and discouraged, you lift us up. In our thirst for meaning
and purpose, you bring us to living water in Jesus Christ. Set before us
now the joy of discovery and a vision of future possibilities. Unite us
in friendship with one another, with Christ as our center and
inspiration. We pray in Jesus’ name, and also saying, Our Father. ..

*GLORIA PATRI (Pilgrim #513)

RESPONSIVE READING: #106, Page 537 (Pilgrim) Psalm 139

OFFERTORY: “Draw Me Near” -McDonald
Senior Choir

*DOXOLOGY (Pilgrim #515)

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison):

Beneficent God, we are glad for all the good things you have
done for us. We count everything as loss before the surpassing value
of knowing Jesus Christ. Receive our costly offerings and our best
efforts, here dedicated for your use. May Christ be proclaimed and
the poor saved from the terrors of suffering and neglect. Fill the
hearts of all your children with laughter and joy. To that end, bless

our offerings. Amen.
*HYMN 160 (Pilgrim) “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”

A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION
followed by the PASTORAL PRAYER and ORGAN RESPONSE

*HYMN 177 (Pilgrim) “When | Survey the Wondrous Cross”
SCRIPTURE: John 12: 1-8 (Pew Bibles, N.T. Page 98)
SERMON: “DO YOUR HOMEWORK”
*HYMN 362 (Pilgrim) “Awake, My Soul, Stretch Every Nerve”

*BENEDICTION

*RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE: “If Now Christ Be With You” -J.S. Bach

(*All who are able, please stand)



Rev. Susan M. Prichard Interim Minister
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Dave Downs Duty Trustee
Bob and Carol Dyer Greeters
Karen Needham Coffee Hour Host

THE FLOWERS today are given by Casey Levine in loving memory of her
parents, Jack and Susan Anderson.

WE CORDIALLY WELCOME those who are visitors to this church and to
this morning’s worship service. Please sign the guest book in the
vestibule. Or, fill in a Friendship Card found in the pews. Also found
with the Friendship Cards are Pew Envelopes. Please feel free to use
them for any donation.

LARGE PRINT COPIES of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’
tables in the back of the church.

NURSERY CARE is available in the lower level of the Parish House.

PLEASE JOIN US for a time of refreshment and fellowship in the Parish
Hall following worship today.

Please see bulletin insert for announcements.
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS — SUNDAY, MARCH 21, 2010

EASTER LILIES may be ordered during the coffee hour today. Cost
is $11.50 each. Donors are asked to please leave the lilies until
after the second service. If you would like your lily held for you,
please sign up on the sheet on the kitchen door. See or order by
phone to Robin Owens.

PLEASE TAKE AN “EGG” TODAY FROM THE EGG TREE in the
Parish Hall. The JYF and Missions Committee will be providing
Easter Baskets again this year. This year there are over 30
children in Canton in need. Please return the items to the church
office by Friday, March 26. The JYF will fill the baskets for delivery
to the Canton Food Bank on Palm Sunday.

MUNSON’S EASTER CANDY ORDERS may be picked up at coffee
hour today and next Sunday after worship.

CHERUB CHOIR: Today, 11:15 AM in the Music Room.

JUNIOR CHOIR: Today, 11:30 AM in the Music Room.

JYF PIZZA & A MOVIE: Today, 11:45 AM.

CHURCH SCHOOL TALENT SHOW SIGN-UPS TODAY during coffee
hour. See Jim Koplar or Bob Mankowski.

SALE OF ANIMALS CONTINUES to fight world poverty and hunger.
Cost is $25/share; a portion benefits the Summer Mission Trip.

DEADLINE IS TODAY for submitting items for the April issue of The
Churchmouse .

MISSION COLLECTION FOR MARCH is craft items for Mary’s Place
in Windsor, a center for grieving children and their parents.
Needed: adult white T-shirts, 4-inch clay pots, plastic spoons,
large garbage bags, ground coffee, 8’x10” acrylic self-standing
frames, sculpting clay.

NAME TAGS have arrived. Please check the buffet counter in the
Parish Hall if you requested a new name tag.

COMING UP
SENIOR CHOIR: Monday, 7:00 PM.

MINISTER’S BOOK STUDY does not meet this week.

BELL CHOIR: Thursday, 7:00 PM.

HOLY JOE’S CAFE DONATION CUPS are due back next Sunday in
the Parish Hall.

PALM SUNDAY PROCESSIONAL is next Sunday. Church School
children are asked to meet in the Parish Hall at 9:55 AM to line up.

PALM SUNDAY POT LUCK: next Sunday after worship. Sign up on
the kitchen door.

HOLY WEEK: Palm Sunday worship, 10:00 AM, March 28,
beginning with the Processional by the church school; Palm
Sunday Potluck after church. Maundy Thursday Service, April 1,
7:30 PM; Easter Sunday services, April 4, 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM.
Church School classes do not meet on Easter Sunday; Nursery
care is available at the 9:00 AM service.



