
 
The First Congregational Church 

(United Church of Christ) 
Canton Center, Connecticut 

April 25, 2010                                                                                       10:00 AM 
 

CHIMES                                                                                         Lydia Petersen                                
 

INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP                                                                                     
 

PRELUDE:  “Amazing Grace” 
 

CHORAL INTROIT 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively):                                                 
     Arise, people of God, to meet the one who calls us; 
     come alive to the Spirit’s energy among us. 

God awakens us and restores our souls. 
Surely God’s goodness and mercy are with us here. 

     The shepherd is calling us to new ventures. 
     We are invited to a higher quality of life. 

We will not fear to walk through shadowed valleys. 
God’s love in Christ is with us everywhere. 

     Come to drink from springs of living water. 
     Gather to find comfort and blessing here. 

Surely God will guide our search for truth. 
We seek eternal values within our daily walks. 

                                                                                      

*HYMN 64 (Chalice)                           “We Sing Your Mighty Power, O God”          
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by                        
THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors): 
Draw us together, Eternal One, from paths of aimless 

wandering.  Lead us today toward the community you intend.  Draw 
the fragments of our lives together into some meaningful whole.  Help 
us to deal with present concerns in constructive ways yet point us 
beyond ourselves to engage with you in larger issues.  Help us to feel 
the hunger and thirst of others; then lead your church to make a 
caring response.  May your love fill us and overflow into other lives.   
We pray in Jesus’ name, and also saying, Our Father ... 
 
*GLORIA PATRI (Chalice # 35) 

 
 
RESPONSIVE READING:   Psalm 23, Page 734 (Chalice)  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
OFFERTORY:  “Psalm 139”                                                                -Allen Pote 

Senior Choir 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Chalice # 46)   
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison): 
 Make these moments a feast of dedication to your purposes 
among us, loving God.  May we serve you night and day, wherever we 
are, in all we do.  Blessing, glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, honor, power 
and might be to our God forever and ever!  Amen.   
 

*HYMN 113 (Chalice)                                                           “Jesus Loves Me!” 
The Church School children pass to the Parish Hall 

when the congregation begins singing. 
 
ENDING AN AUTHORIZED MINISTRY  (see insert) 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 
  followed by the PASTORAL PRAYER and ORGAN RESPONSE   
 

*HYMN 638 (Chalice)                                     “In the Bulb There is a Flower”                                          
  
SCRIPTURE:  John 10: 22-30 (Pew Bibles, N.T., Page 96)   
        
SERMON:                        “I LOVE WORKING FOR JESUS”  
 
*HYMN 91 (Chalice)                              “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”                
 
*BENEDICTION 
 

*RESPONSE:  “Old Irish Blessing”                                                             -Agay 
 

*POSTLUDE:  “Abbot’s Leigh”                                                                 -Taylor 
 

(*All who are able, please stand) 



 
 
 
 

 
THE FLOWERS today are given by Michael and Linda Scarchuk in 
celebration of their family. 
 
WE CORDIALLY WELCOME those who are visitors to this church and to 
this morning’s worship service.  Please sign the guest book in the 
vestibule.  Or, fill in a Friendship Card found in the pews.  Also found 
with the Friendship Cards are Pew Envelopes.  Please feel free to use 
them for any donation. 
 
LARGE PRINT COPIES of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’ 
tables in the back of the church.   Large print editions of the Chalice 
Hymnal are also available for use during worship. 
 
NURSERY CARE is available in the lower level of the Parish House.  
 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL TIME of refreshment and fellowship in 

the Parish Hall following worship today, dedicated to Rev. Sue 
Prichard.  This is an opportunity to say goodbye, extend our best 
wishes and express our thanks to Rev. Sue for her guidance as our 
Interim Minister. 
  

Please see bulletin insert for announcements. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS – SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 2010 
 
JUNIOR CHOIR: Today, 11:15 AM in the Music Room.   
 
CHURCH SCHOOL TALENT SHOW TICKETS go on sale today during 
coffee hour.   The event on Sunday, May 16th, includes lunch and talent 
show. 
 
OPEN HOUSE TODAY at the newly-renovated Parsonage.  After our 
enhanced coffee hour today (around 12:30 PM) the Parsonage will be 
open for viewing.  Thanks to many hours of work by our church family 
members, the house has been made ready for our new minister and 
family. 
 
MISSION COLLECTION for May is non-perishable items for the Canton 
Food Bank.  Please leave donations in the collection box by the church 
kitchen. 
 

COMING UP 
 
SENIOR CHOIR:  Monday, 7:00 PM. 
 
MINISTER’S BOOK STUDY:  Tuesday, 10:30 AM and 7:00 PM. 
 
BELL CHOIR:  Thursday, 7:00 PM.   
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE:  Next Sunday, 8:30 AM. 
 
CHERUB CHOIR begins rehearsals next Sunday at 11:15 AM in the Music 
Room under the direction of Judy Robinson.  They will perform on 
Christian Education Sunday, June 13.  Children age 4 through Grade 2 
are welcome to join. 
 
MISSION TRIP PARENTS’ MEETING:  Next Sunday, 11:30 AM. 
 
THE CHERRY BROOK CHIMES are participating in the annual mini bell 
fest at Memorial United Methodist Church, 867 West Avon Road, next 
Sunday, May 2, at 4:00 PM.  Farmington Valley area bell choirs will 
perform massed and solo ringing.  The concert is free and open to the 
public with refreshments to follow. 

ENDING AN AUTHORIZED MINISTRY 
Recognition of the End 

LEADER: In September 2008, this local church asked Rev. Sue Prichard to 
serve as Interim Pastor. 
 

AUTHORIZED MINISTER:  I thank Canton Center Church, its members 
and friends, for the love, kindness, and support shown me these last 18 
months. 
I ask forgiveness for the mistakes I have made. 
I am grateful for the ways my leadership has been accepted. 
As I leave, I carry with me all that I have learned here. 
 

PEOPLE:  We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness, and accept 
that you now leave to minister elsewhere. 
We express our gratitude for your time among us. 
We ask your forgiveness for our mistakes. 
Your influence on our faith and faithfulness will not leave us at your 
departure. 
 

AUTHORIZED MINISTER:  I forgive you and accept your gratitude, 
trusting that our time together and our parting are pleasing to God. 
 

Vows of Release 
LEADER: (addressing the congregation) Do you, the members and 
friends of Canton Center Church, release the Rev. Sue Prichard from the 
duties of Interim Pastor? 
 

PEOPLE:  We do, with the help of God. 
 

LEADER:  Do you offer your encouragement for her ministry as it unfolds 
in new ways? 
 

PEOPLE:  We do, with the help of God. 
 

LEADER:  (addressing the authorized minister) Do you, Rev. Sue Prichard, 
release this local church from turning to you and depending on you? 
 

AUTHORIZED MINISTER:  I do, with the help of God. 
 

LEADER:  Do you offer your encouragement for the continued ministry 
here and on the relationship with another who will come to serve? 
 

AUTHORIZED MINISTER:  I do, with the help of God.          


