
WELCOME 
Thank you for joining us in worship today. Thank you for the gifts and 
the spirit you have brought to our time together and to our time of 
worship. Your presence and participation are an important part of 
shaping this experience of worship. Know that whoever you are and 
wherever you are in your journey of life and faith, you are welcome 
here! 
If you are a guest here today, we would love for you to become a 
regular part of what God is doing in and through this church community. 
If you have any questions about this community, please ask the Pastor. 
 Also, please let us know you were here by filling in the friendship card 
in your pew and placing it in the offering basket, or give it to a greeter. 
 

After Worship:  Please join us for refreshments in the fellowship hall, 
stay around, visit with friends and meet someone new! 

 

Large print copies of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’ tables 
in the back of the church.   Large print editions of the Chalice Hymnal 
are also available for use during worship. 
 

Nursery Care is available in the lower level of the Parish House.  
 

    
 

The flowers today are given by Marvin and Noma Deming in memory of 
loved ones. 
 

Please see inside for announcements. 
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 Words for Quiet Reflection… 
 

We have places of fear inside of us, but we have other places as 
well - places with names like trust and hope and faith.  We can 

choose to live from one of those places, to stand on ground that is 
not riddled with the fault lines of fear, to move toward others from 
a place of promise instead of anxiety.  As we stand in one of those 

places, fear may remain close at hand and our spirits may still 
tremble.  But now we stand on ground that will support us, ground 

from which we can move toward a more trustworthy, more 
hopeful, more faithful way of serving the world. 

- Parker Palmer 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
 
CHIMES                                                                                         Lydia Petersen 
 
INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
PRELUDE:  “Before the Throne of God Above”            -Griffiths/arr. Proulx 
 
CHORAL INTROIT  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively): 
A wind breathes among us, calling us to gather in the name of the Holy 
One. 
A fire burns within us, calling us to service, calling us to prayer. 
A spirit moves around us, calling us to turn in joy toward the  
sorrows of the world. 
Burning, breathing, Spirit of Compassion, we bring our lives to you. 
 
*HYMN 249 (Chalice)                                                             “Spirit” 
 
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by 
 THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors) 
Holy God, across the ages, the breath of your Spirit has been 
understood as the creative power which moved over the face of the 
waters and brought a world to life. Today we celebrate the continuing 
activity of your Spirit - how the breath of your Spirit swept into the 
lives of a fearful, but faithful group of people and transformed them 
into powerful and joyful witnesses of Jesus Christ as Lord of their lives. 
As the Holy Spirit blessed and renewed their lives filling them with 
power and hope, bless and renew our lives, we pray, O God. Fill us 
anew with the Holy Spirit so that we live from the gift, as energized 
and joyous witnesses of Jesus Christ as Lord of our lives. We pray this 
in the name of your Son who taught us to pray saying, Our Father… 
 
*GLORIA PATRI (Pilgrim #513) 
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION 
 
 

LITANY  (responsively): 
When the children are baptized here at this church, we the members of 
this church make a promise to help lead the children in the knowledge 
and love of God.  Those of you standing here have kept the promise and 
have heard God’s call to faithful service. 
 We give thanks to the Lord for your faithful service. 
 Your love and care for the children of this church confirm the teachings 
of Jesus Christ. By example you lead the children. 
 We give thanks to the Lord for your faithful service. 
 Your time and talents are shared freely and together with the children 
you have grown in faith. 
 We give thanks to the Lord for your faithful service. 
 Your commitment and dedication fulfill God’s desire for us to pass our 
faith on from one generation to the next. 
 We give thanks to the Lord for your faithful service.   
 We commend you for all you do to make this church a special place for 
all to live and grow in the knowledge and love of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 We give thanks to the Lord for your faithful service.  Amen.   
 

OFFERTORY:  “Praise the Lord with Music”                                     -Althouse 
Senior Choir 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Pilgrim #515)  and  *PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 

*HYMN 234 (Pilgrim)               “Breathe On Me, Breath of God” 
The Church School children may pass to their classrooms 

when the congregation begins singing. 
 

A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 
 followed by the PASTORAL PRAYER and ORGAN RESPONSE 
 

SCRIPTURE:  Acts 2: 1-21 (Pew Bible, N.T. Page 109) 
   
SERMON:                   “LIFE!” 
 

*HYMN 391 (Pilgrim)                       “Be Thou My Vision” 
 
*BENEDICTION  and  *RESPONSE 
 
*POSTLUDE:  “The Church’s One Foundation”            -Wesley/arr. Hustad 

 
(*All who are able may stand) 



FROM THE PASTOR 
 

I am a big fan of Jazz. For me Jazz and Pentecost 
have a strong connection.  The top three jazz 
albums on my list of favorites are John Coltrane’s A 
Love Supreme, Miles Davis’ The Birth of Cool and 
Wynton Marsalis’ In This House, On This Morning. 
Jazz is arguably the most truly spiritual musical 
form, and these three albums are no exception. All 
three resonate with me and my understandings of 
God and faith.  Miles Davis’ The Birth of Cool  is 
probably one of the quintessential jazz albums of all 
time and the record is considered by jazz 
aficionados as a significant redefinition of both jazz 
and coolness. 
 

The same can be said of the experience of the 
followers of Jesus who were gathered in Jerusalem 
for the festival celebrating the Jewish harvest 
festival of Shavuot. They were present for what to 
them seemed like the birth of something wonderful. 
Gathered together in that room, they came to 
understand God and God’s Holy Spirit in a new light. 
Their understanding of their lives and of their faith 
was significantly redefined. 
 

The Day of Pentecost is 50 days after Easter Sunday. 
If you follow the timeline suggested in the Gospels, 
Jesus appeared  at different times for about 40 
days. At some point, the encounters with the 
resurrected body of Christ ended. He no longer 
appeared to his followers in that way. So, for about 
10 days the followers of Jesus lost touch with him. 
Perhaps they floundered, perhaps they were 
frightened, but they didn’t lose hope and they 
didn’t abandon one another. They went to the city 
and prayed together. 
 

It was there, in Jerusalem, on the Day of Pentecost 
that they experienced the birth of cool, they 
experienced God’s Holy Spirit in a new and exciting 
way. She blew through the building they were in 
and blew out the dust and cobwebs of their lives, 
their minds, their hearts, their soul and their 
community. That same Spirit is available to us here 
today; she is born again in our lives and community, 
calling us, pushing us to accept what God is calling 
each of us to be and to do with our lives. The 
liturgical color for this day is red. The color red 
reminds us of the flames of the Holy Spirit on that 
first Pentecost day. It is also a reminder to us that 
Pentecost is not a solemn occasion. It's a time for 
vigor, excitement, energy, movement, birth, fresh 
air and fresh commitment. If your faith has a sleepy 

feel to it in your life, wake up!        Rushan 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION VOLUNTEERS 
2009-2010 

 
Amanda Arnone Jim Koplar 
    
Betsy Ash  Casey Levine 
 
Willi Bowman  Diane Mankowski 
 
Jill Brandon  Bob Mankowski 
 
Ann Buckley  Susie Mather 
 
Geri Bunnell  Dennis Mitchell 
 
Ned Bunnell  Linnell Munson 
 
Steve Byko  Karen Needham 
 
Ana Chambers  !ÍÙ /ȭ4ÏÏÌÅ 
 
Dina Emirzian  Bob Oswald 
 
Mary Engvall  Nancy Parshley 
 
Lori Eschenbrenner Debbie Poleyestewa 
 
Allyson Getchell Vicki Rees 
 
Terry Getchell  Polly Rice 
 
Michele Iannello Judy Robinson 
 
Mary Lou Keefe  Kim Treadwell 
 

Christine Welcome 
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OFFERING of the United Church of Christ is 
received today, Pentecost Sunday, during the 
morning offering.  Please make checks payable 
to The First congregational Church with 
“Strengthen the Church” in the memo section 
and/or use the special envelopes provided in 
the bulletin.  

PLEASE WEAR YOUR NAME TAGS!  Let’s help 
Rev. Sinnaduray put names to faces by wearing 
our name tags.  
 
WORKSHOP LEADERS, SHEPHERDS AND 
TEACHERS are needed for next year.  Please 
sign up during coffee hour. Don’t miss the 
opportunity to be a part of this wonderful team 
of volunteers and to help our children on their 
journeys of faith. 
 
GREETERS, USHERS AND COFFEE HOUR HOSTS  
are needed for the coming weeks.  Please check 
the sign-up sheets by the kitchen for a Sunday 
when you can help.  
 
MISSION COLLECTION for May is non-
perishable food items.  
 
REV. SINNADURAYΩ{ CLw{¢ 9-NEWSLETTER has 
been sent.  These regular e-mail newsletters 
contain a reflection, a thought for the week or 
news and events in the life of the church that 
may be of interest to our members and friends. 
If you would like to receive this communication, 
please send an e-mail to the church at 
office@cantoncenterchurch.org and let us 
know. When you do that you could also sign up 
to receive The Churchmouse via e-mail and we 
can also check to make sure that we have your 
most current e-mail contact information on file. 

WEEKLY OFFERING REPORT 
May 16, 2010 

 
Amount needed for Budget……..   $5,465 
Last Week’s Offering………………..   $2,036 
 
We are very grateful for all who share in a 
generous way their Time, Talent & 
Treasure. Some do little things on a regular 
basis and others share in different ways. 
All contribute to building up the life of 
faith and the life of this community. Thank 
you for your continued giving and thank 

you to all of you who keep up with your 
pledges while you are traveling. 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

TODAY: 
Cherub Choir, 11:15 AM, Music Room. 
Junior Choir, 11:30 AM, Music Room. 
 
MONDAY: 
Senior Choir will not rehearse this week. 
Bylaws Subcommittee, 7:00 PM 
 
THURSDAY: 
Bell Choir will not rehearse this week. 

 

 

COMING UP 
 

PANCAKES ANYONE? The SYF will provide a 
Pancake Breakfast on SUNDAY, JUNE 6.  Come 
share a meal and help support the youth’s 
Summer Mission Trip.  Suggested donation: $5. 
 
Sign up to work at THE SENIOR CLASS SEND-
OFF BREAKFAST on FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 8:00 
AM.  Look for sign-up at the coffee hour. 
 
²ha9bΩ{ 9±9b¢: SUNDAY, JUNE 13, at 5:00 
PM. The women of Canton Center Church are 
hosting a dinner to honor our senior female 
church members.  All women who would like 
to help and enjoy the evening’s food and 
conversation may contact Jan Tanner at 
jannyba@comcast.net by June 7.   
 
STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL, SUNDAY, JUNE 20. 
Planning has begun for this year's Strawberry 
Festival. Jobs are open for all ages from pickers 
to bakers, whippers and servers. Sign-up sheet 
is posted on the kitchen door.   

 

mailto:jannyba@comcast.net

