WELCOME

Thank you for joining us in worship today. Thank you for the gifts and
the spirit you have brought to our time together and to our time of
worship. Your presence and participation are an important part of
shaping this experience of worship. Know that whoever you are and
wherever you are in your journey of life and faith, you are welcome
here!

If you are a guest here today, we would love for you to become a
regular part of what God is doing in and through this church community.
If you have any questions about this community, please ask the Pastor.
Also, please let us know you were here by filling in the friendship card
in your pew and placing it in the offering basket, or give it to a greeter.

After Worship: Please join us for refreshments in the fellowship hall,
stay around, visit with friends and meet someone new!

Large print copies of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’ tables
in the back of the church. Large print editions of the Chalice Hymnal
are also available for use during worship.

Nursery Care is available in the lower level of the Parish House.
(C R-OXC 8.

The flowers today are given by Earle and Peggy Young in memory of
their son, Mark A. Young.

Please see inside for announcements.

Rev. Rushan Sinnaduray Pastor
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Words for Quiet Reflection...

The loving service which God sends his people into
the world to render includes both evangelism and
social action, for each is in itself an authentic
expression of love, and neither needs
the other to justify it.
—John Stott




ORDER OF WORSHIP
CHIMES Bob Oswald
INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP
PRELUDE: “Come, Peace of God” -Southbridge

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively) (based on Psalm 30)

| praise you, O God, for you heard my cry for help and raising me
up from my distress, you healed me.

It is only through your grace, O God, that | have been given a
fresh start in life.

Let the whole congregation give thanks and sing praises to God;
For the anger of God lasts but a moment, while the favor of God
rests on us for a lifetime.

Weeping may linger for a night, but joy assuredly comes in the
morning.

| formerly gloried in my own achievements but now see them all
as your gracious gifts.

It took the fear of death to bring me to my senses and see how
much | rely on your mercy and grace.

You have transformed my life, O God, from mourning to joy,
making my spirit dance and my heart sing your praise forever
and ever.

*HYMN 440 (Pilgrim) “0 Beautiful for Spacious Skies”

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by
THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors)

Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of this country
won liberty for themselves and for us, and lit the torch of
freedom for nations then unborn: Grant that we and all the
people of this land may have grace to maintain our liberties in
righteousness and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. We pray as Jesus taught us saying, Our Father...

*GLORIA PATRI (Pilgrim #513)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

OFFERTORY: “You Are Mine” -David Haas
Paul Stansel, vocal soloist

*DOXOLOGY (Pilgrim #515) and *PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*HYMN 722 (Chalice) “This Is My Song”
Children (3 years — Gr. 8) may pass to class with their teacher,
Robin Owens, when the congregation begins singing.

A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION
followed by the PASTORAL PRAYER and ORGAN RESPONSE

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 5: 1-12
SERMON: “BEING HAPPY”

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

*HYMN 422 (Chalice) “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”

INVITATION
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
THE SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison)

God of abundance and mercy, we give joyful thanks for your
eternal love and healing presence in our sharing of this bread
and this cup. Bless this body of Christ that we may attend
faithfully to our call to be your servants, with each other and
throughout the world. Amen.

*HYMN 433 (Pilgrim) “God of Our Fathers, Whose Almighty Hand”
*BENEDICTION and *RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE: “To God Be the Glory”
(*All who are able, please stand)

-Doane/Hustad



FROM THE PASTOR

It’s summer! We have longer days, the weather is
relatively pleasant, the world is full of color and life.
It isn’t hard to be happy at a time like this.
Happiness is a popular word. In addition to
numerous books on the subject, there have been a
number of recent articles in magazines and
newspapers. | like the definition that goes
something like... 'Happiness is to know love, to
allow grace, and to see beauty'.

Happiness is usually grounded in love. It is grounded
in our relationships with other people, and
sometimes pets. It is grounded in self-respect. A
healthy, well-adjusted child, or adult, needs to have
experienced unconditional love. A healthy, well-
adjusted theistic spirituality needs to understand
God as unconditional love.

Being loved and spirituality are both about
connection. They both can provide a framework of
meaning, a sense of purpose, friendship, and help in
developing compassion.

| think children often get a very different message
about happiness. “Happiness is eating”, says the
advert. “Happiness is buying,” says billboard.
“Happiness is being popular,” says the TV show.
“Happiness is having beautiful body”, says the
magazine.

| find such 'outward vestures' to be rather
superficial. We are hung up on looks. Of course self-
care is important. Yet we are a society addicted to
self-care. How about shifting the focus to caring for
others, being kind, and allowing grace. How about
working to build structures both here and abroad
that express care, kindness, and grace.

| know a kindergarten teacher who teaches her
children little poems. “I can choose to be happy, |
can choose to be kind, | can choose to have lovely
thoughts flowing through my mind.” On the one
hand, this is child-oriented training in positive
thinking. It's about giving children the mind skills to
cope with disappointment, hate, and despair. On
the other hand, this is spirituality training. When we
choose to centre our mind on the love that is God
we increase the likelihood of growing generosity,
forgiveness, peace, and purpose in our lives.

Wealth is no guarantee of happiness. Yet neither is
poverty. We need a certain level of income in order
to participate in society. Poverty lines are statistical
measures within a country that tell us the point
below which participation is extremely difficult if
not impossible. The economic and social structures
of society are important for happiness. To use an
agricultural metaphor, such structures are
significant in preparing the ground in which
individuals can make choices about their growth.

The American Psychological Association have
published a number of studies on happiness.
Factors such as riches, youth, sunny days, and
marriage aren't significant indicators. A far more
positive correlation with happiness is strong ties
and time spent with family and friends, and a faith
that lifts the spirit.

Happiness is directly related to connection with
people and God. In being other-centred we find our
centre. In being loving to others, we find the source
of love within ourselves. Meaning. Friendship.
Compassion. Happiness.

Blessings,

Rev. Rushan

THIS WEEK
TODAY:
We welcome our friends from the Canton
Community Baptist Church who join us here
for ecumenical worship in July.

G { dzY Y S NJ {prdyaR kodtiiues with a
combined class for those children in
attendance at worship. Children (age 3 -
Grade 8) begin in church and then proceed

with the teacher to their class when directed
in the order of worship.

MONDAY:
The church office is closed for the
Independence Day holiday.

TUESDAY:
Honor Court is hosted by our church in
Hartford.




Todayds Gospel R
Matthew 5: 1 - 12

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up
the mountain; and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. Then he began to
speak, and taught them, saying:

0Bl essed are the poo
the kingdom of heaven.

6Bl essed are those w
will be comforted.

0Bl essed are the mee
the earth.

0Bl essed are those w
for righteousness, for they will be filled.

0Bl essed ar e thehwil me
receive mercy.
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0Bl essed are the pur
will see God.

0Bl essed are the pea
will be called children of God.

0Bl essed are those w
ri ghteousnesso®6 sake,
kingdom of heaven.

6Bl essed are you whe
and persecute you and utter all kinds of

evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is

great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before
you.

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 2010
All worship services at 10:00 AM

@ @ @ @

We share in ecumenical worship with Canton
Community Baptist Church (125 Dowd Avenue)
for July and August at the following locations:

July 4 Canton Center Cong'l
July 11 Canton Center Cong/'l
July 18 Canton Center Cong/'l
July 15 Canton Center Cong'l

August 1 Canton Baptist

August 8 Canton Baptist

August 15 Canton Baptist

August 22 Canton Baptist

August 29 Canton Baptist
The host church provides nursery care during
worship, fellowship/refreshment time following
the service. Envelope offerings go to their
respective churches.

WEEKLY OFFERING REPORT
June 27, 2010

Amount needed for Budget
Last Week’s Offering

We are very grateful for all who share in a
generous way their Time, Talent &
Treasure. Some do little things on a regular

basis and others share in different ways. All
contribute to building up the life of faith
and the life of this community. Thank you
for your continued giving and thank you to
all of you who keep up with your pledges
while you are traveling. Operating costs
continue through the summer months and
maintaining your support is appreciated.




