
WELCOME 
 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. Thank you for the gifts and 
the spirit you have brought to our time together and to our time of 
worship. Your presence and participation are an important part of 
shaping this experience of worship. Know that whoever you are and 
wherever you are in your journey of life and faith, you are welcome 
here! 
If you are a guest here today, we would love for you to become a 
regular part of what God is doing in and through this church community. 
If you have any questions about this community, please ask the Pastor. 
 Also, please let us know you were here by filling in the friendship card 
in your pew and placing it in the offering basket, or give it to a greeter. 
 

After Worship:  Please join us for refreshments in the fellowship hall, 
stay around, visit with friends and meet someone new! 

 

Large print copies of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’ tables 
in the back of the church.   Large print editions of the Chalice Hymnal 
are also available for use during worship. 
 

Nursery Care is available in the lower level of the Parish House.  
 

    
 

The flowers today are given in loving memory of Whitney Jennison by 
his wife, Sue, and family. 
 

 
Please see inside for announcements. 

 

 
184 Cherry Brook Road – PO Box 133 

Canton Center CT 06020-0133 
Church Office 860-693-4581    Fax 860-693-4216 

E-mail: office@cantoncenterchurch.org 
www.cantoncenterchurch.org  

 

 
The First Congregational Church 

Canton Center, Connecticut 
(United Church of Christ) 

 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
July 11, 2010 

 

 
 

 
 

 Words for Quiet Reflection… 

Past the seeker as he prayed came the crippled 
and the beggar and the beaten.  And seeing 
them... he cried, "Great God, how is it that a 
loving creator can see such things and yet do 
nothing about them?"  God said, "I did do 
something.  I made you."   

-Author Unknown 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 
CHIMES                                                                                     Bob Oswald 
 
INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
PRELUDE:  “Comfort Ye” (from “Messiah”)                             -Handel 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)   
God of all creation - 
Be with each one of us, 
as growth, creativity and healing, 
as light and wisdom. 
  
Spirit of the living God - 
Live within our community, 
giving courage to dispel fear and resolve conflict, 
giving fire to inflame with love. 
  
Spirit of Peace - 
Dwell with us so that we may 
know your presence in silences and stillness, 
know your vision for your people. 
 
*HYMN 12 (Pilgrim)               “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”                        
 
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by 
 THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors) 
God of the important and the common place, you reach into our 
lives through story. Open our hearts to be attentive: that seeing, 
we may perceive, and hearing, we may understand, and 
understanding, we may act. We pray in the name of your son, 
Jesus Christ who taught us to pray saying, Our Father… 
 
*GLORIA PATRI (Pilgrim #513) 

 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE        
 
OFFERTORY:  “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”                          -J.S. Bach 

Organ/Piano Duet; Bob Oswald, piano  
 
*DOXOLOGY (Pilgrim #515)  
 
 *PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
*HYMN 453 (Chalice)           “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service” 

Children (3 years – Gr. 8) may pass to class with their teacher, 
Ann Buckley, when the congregation begins singing. 

 
A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 
 followed by the PASTORAL PRAYER and ORGAN RESPONSE 
 
SCRIPTURE:   Luke 10: 25-37   
 
SERMON:             “WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?” 
 
*HYMN 452 (Chalice)                                                 “Here I Am, Lord” 
 
*BENEDICTION  
 
*RESPONSE 
 
*POSTLUDE:  “We’re Marching to Zion”                      -Lowry/Hustad 

Piano/Organ Duet; Bob Oswald, piano 
 

  (*All who are able, please stand) 



FROM THE PASTOR 
 
This morning we focus in our worship on the well 
known parable of the Good Samaritan. What can 
one say that is really new about this story that is so 
well known that most of us are pretty certain we 
have figured out exactly what it means and the 
ways in which we can apply it to our life.  Before 
considering the story, I need to tell you about three 
“rules” I have when it comes to reading and 
interpreting scripture: 
 

1. Scripture is always astonishing. If it is not 
astonishing you're not reading it right. 
2. Scripture is never fair. 
3. God always acts first. 

  
I will write and preach about those rules at some 
other time. For now, it is the first of these that I 
want to focus on here today. We’ve managed to 
tame and house-train this powerful story of the 
Good Samaritan. We have made it a story about 
being nice and helpful to those less well off. 
 Scripture is always astonishing…if it isn’t 
astonishing, we are probably not reading it right. 
This week, read the story of the Good Samaritan 
every day this week. Think about how could you 
read this story so that its message is astonishing 
and challenging and life-changing? How could you 
read this story so that it will shake you up and 
challenge you to live out your faith more fully?  
  
To get you started, you could reflect on the 
question that Martin Luther King posed in his final 
sermon, on the eve of his assassination, “The first 
question which the priest and the Levite asked was: 
“If I stop to help this man, what will happen to me?” 
But... the good Samaritan reversed the question: “If 
I do not stop to help this man, what will happen to 
him?” 
 
Or you could reflect on the question, who are you in 
this story? Which character do you identify with in 
this story? Why? Talk about it with those you meet 
during coffee hour or in your day-to-day life.  
 
Peace,  
 

Rev. Rushan 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Todayôs Gospel Reading 

Luke 10:25 - 37  

 

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. 

ñTeacher,ò he said, ñwhat must I do to 

inherit eternal life?ò He said to him, ñWhat is 

written in the law? What do you read there?ò 

He answered, ñYou shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, and with all your 

soul, and with all your strength, and with all 

your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.ò 

And he said to him, ñYou have given the 

right answer; do this, and you will live.ò But 

wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, 

ñAnd who is my neighbor?ò Jesus replied, ñA 

man was going down from Jerusalem to 

Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, 

who stripped him, beat him, and went away, 

leaving him half dead. Now by chance a 

priest was going down that road; and when 

he saw him, he passed by on the othe r side. 

So likewise a Levite, when he came to the 

place and saw him, passed by on the other 

side. But a Samaritan while traveling came 

near him; and when he saw him, he was 

moved with pity. He went to him and 

bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and 

wine  on them. Then he put him on his own 

animal, brought him to an inn, and took care 

of him. The next day he took out two 

denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and 

said, óTake care of him; and when I come 

back, I will repay you whatever more you 

spend.ô Which of these three, do you think, 

was a neighbor to the man who fell into the 

hands of the robbers?ò He said, ñThe one 

who showed him mercy.ò Jesus said to him, 

ñGo and do likewise.ò 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

SUMMER MISSION EMPHASIS 
 

Back- to-School Book Bags/Backpacks for Covenant 
to Care. Please consider helping children by 
donating any of the following items or anything else 
you feel will help an abused or neglected child feel 
like s/he is ready for school.  Often these children 
have been moved to a new school due to 
intervention by a social worker and have an 
increased need to feel like they belong. Please, no 
used items.  Donations may be left in the Mission 
Box up until August 15. 
 

Elementary        Middle/High School 
book -  age appropriate       book -  age appropriate 
tissues          colored pencils, pens 
colorful spiral notebooks    colorful spiral notebooks 
crayons & colored pencils   geometric compass 
drawing pad         drawing pad 
erasers          erasers 
file folders         file folders 
glue sticks        geometric stencils 
journal          glue, glue sticks 
markers         scissors, rounded-ends 
notebooks         journal 
Pencils, sharpener        markers 
ruler          notebooks 
scissors, blunt         pens, pencils, sharpener 
white glue         ruler 
key chain toy        white out 
notebook paper       calculator 
red pencils       red pencils 
tape         tape 
stapler         stapler 
staples        staples 
book bag or backpack        backpack 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 2010 

All worship services at 10:00 AM 
We share in ecumenical worship with Canton 
Community Baptist Church (125 Dowd Avenue) for 
July and August at the following locations: 
    July 4  Canton Center Cong’l 
    July 11  Canton Center Cong’l 
  July 18  Canton Center Cong’l 

July 25  Canton Center Cong’l 
  August 1  Canton Baptist 

August 8  Canton Baptist 
  August 15 Canton Baptist 
   August 22 Canton Baptist 
   August 29 Canton Baptist 

 

THIS WEEK 
TODAY: 
We welcome our friends from the Canton 
Community Baptist Church who join us 
here for ecumenical worship in July.   
 
ά{ǳƳƳŜǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎέ program continues 
with a combined class for those children in 
attendance at worship.  Children (age 3 – 
Grade 8) begin in church and may proceed 
with the teacher to their class. 
 
MONDAY: 
Prayer Shawl Ministry meets at 10:00 AM. 
 
 
 

 

 

WEEKLY OFFERING REPORT 
July 4, 2010 

 
   Amount needed for Budget…….. $5,465 
   Last Week’s Offering……………….. $1,955 
 
   We are very grateful for all who share in a 
generous way their Time, Talent & Treasure. 
Some do little things on a regular basis and 
others share in different ways. All contribute to 
building up the life of faith and the life of this 
community. Thank you for your continued 
giving and thank you to all of you who keep up 
with your pledges while you are traveling.  
Operating costs continue through the summer 
months and maintaining your support is 
appreciated.  
 
 


