
WELCOME 
 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. Thank you for the gifts and 
the spirit you have brought to our time together and to our time of 
worship. Your presence and participation are an important part of 
shaping this experience of worship. Know that whoever you are and 
wherever you are in your journey of life and faith, you are welcome 
here! 
If you are a guest here today, we would love for you to become a 
regular part of what God is doing in and through this church community. 
If you have any questions about this community, please ask the Pastor. 
 Also, please let us know you were here by filling in the friendship card 
in your pew and placing it in the offering basket, or give it to a greeter. 
 

After Worship:  Please join us for refreshments in the fellowship hall, 
stay around, visit with friends and meet someone new! 

 

Large print copies of today’s bulletin are available on the ushers’ tables 
in the back of the church.   Large print editions of the Chalice Hymnal 
are also available for use during worship. 
 

Nursery Care is available in the lower level of the Parish House.  
 

    
 

The flowers today are given in loving memory of Bob and Marion Ellison 
and Prosper Larose by Marilyn Larose and her family. 
 

 
Please see inside for announcements. 
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Words for Quiet Reflection… 

 
ñEverybody prays whether [you think] of it as praying or not. 
The odd silence you fall into when something very beautiful is 
happening or something very good or very bad. The ah-h-h-h! 
that sometimes floats up out of you as out of a Fourth of July 
crowd when the sky-rocket bursts over the water. The stammer 
ƻŦ Ǉŀƛƴ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ǇŀƛƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀƳƳŜǊ ƻŦ Ƨƻȅ ŀǘ 
somebody else's joy. Whatever words or sounds you use for 
sighing with over your own life. These are all prayers in their 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
CHIMES                                                                                Lydia Petersen 
 
INTERESTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
PRELUDE:  “Seasons of the Heart”                                     -Buckwalter 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)   
Your people come from many places with different stories to tell; 
Show us your steadfast love, O Lord. 
  
Your people come weighed down with their unique bundle of 
burdens; 
Restore us again, O God. 
  
Your people come ready to hear your word proclaimed anew; 
Revive us again, so that we may rejoice in You. 
 
*HYMN 15 (Pilgrim)                       “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                        
 
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) followed by 
 THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors) 
Living God, in your goodness you pour out on your people all 
that they need, and satisfy those who persist in prayer. Make us 
bold in asking, thankful in receiving, tireless in seeking, and 
joyful in finding, that we may always proclaim your coming 
kingdom and do your will on earth as in heaven.  We pray as 
Jesus taught us saying, Our Father… 
  
*GLORIA PATRI (Pilgrim #513) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE        
 
OFFERTORY:  “The Holy City”                                 -Weatherly/Adams 

Jerry Alonzy, soloist 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Pilgrim #515)  
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
*HYMN 561 (Chalice)                                    “It Is Well With My Soul”  

Children (3 years – Gr. 8) may pass to class with their teacher, 
Willi Bowman, when the congregation begins singing. 

 
A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 
 followed by the PASTORAL PRAYER and ORGAN RESPONSE 
 
SCRIPTURE:   Luke 11: 1 – 13    
 
SERMON:                        “PRAYING” 
 
*HYMN 93 (Pilgrim)                    “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 
 
*BENEDICTION  
 
*RESPONSE 
 
*POSTLUDE:  “Sinfonia No. 4”                                                 -J.S. Bach 

   
(*All who are able, please stand) 

 



 
 
 
 

FROM THE PASTOR 

 This week we focus more deeply about prayer 
and praying. Prayer is an utterly practical 
matter. You need a place, a way to ensure 
quiet, a posture that is relaxed but not lazy, a 
Bible, an icon or some evocative image, and 
most importantly time. Time is a matter of 
discipline. We need to take the time to sit 
quietly in God’s presence.  

Your body and mind will most likely rebel 
against this very effort because we actually get 
addicted to stress. The body produces 
adrenaline to cope with it. But as our stress is 
prolonged, the body produces a rush of 
adrenaline. Then, when we even try to slow 
down, to get quiet, or to pray, our systems, so 
used to stress, respond as if something is 
terribly wrong. The result is a frantically restless 
mind that cannot focus, a physical urge to get 
up and do something. To make prayer a part of 
life requires discipline. Prayer requires intense, 
physical practice.  

Prayer is an end in itself because ultimately it is 
about communion with God. That same God is 
full of compassion for the troubles of the world. 
Prayer calls us into communion, not only with 
God, but with all that God loves. Therefore, 
prayer practiced even amateurishly, catapults 
us into the world to be in service. 

Blessings,  
 

Rev. Rushan 
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TODAYõS GOSPEL READING 

 

Luke 11:1-13 

 

He was praying in a certain place, and after 

he had finished, one of his disciples said to 

him, òLord, teach us to pray, as John taught 

his disciples.ó He said to them, òWhen you 

pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come. Give us each day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we 

ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 

And do not bring us to the time of trial.ó 

And he said to them, òSuppose one of you 

has a friend, and you go to him at midnight 

and say to him, ôFriend, lend me three 

loaves of bread; for a friend of mine has 

arrived, and I have nothing to set before 

him.õ And he answers from within, ôDo not 

bother me; the door has already been 

locked, and my children are with me in bed; 

I cannot get up and give you anything.õ I tell 

you, even though he will not get up and 

give him anything because he is his friend, at 

least because of his persistence he will get up 

and give him whatever he needs. òSo I say 

to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, 

and you will find; knock, and the door will 

be opened for you. For everyone who asks 

receives, and everyone who searches finds, 

and for everyone who knocks, the door will 

be opened. Is there anyone among you 

who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a 

snake instead of a fish? Or if the child asks 

for an egg, will give a scorpion? If you then, 

who are evil, know how to give good gifts 

to your children, how much more will the 

heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those 

who ask him!ó 
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TODAY: 
 
We welcome our friends from the Canton 
Community Baptist Church who join us 
here for ecumenical worship.   
 
ά{ǳƳƳŜǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎέ program continues 
with a combined class for those children 
in attendance at worship.  Children (age 3 
– Grade 8) begin in church and may 
proceed with the teacher to their class 
when directed in the order of worship. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY: 
 
Our Ecumenical Worship Services move 
to Canton Community Baptist Church, 125 
Dowd Avenue, for the month of August. 
 

 

 

 

TIME FOR A NEW PICTORIAL DIRECTORY!  
It's been about five years since our last 
church directory. A pictorial directory is a 
wonderful way to document in photos the 
exciting transitions within our church 
community. The new Directory will 
contain images of The Sinnaduray's 
and their new family, new church 
members; it also serves as a measure of 
growth and change within our own 
families. We're looking for one or two 
volunteers to take on this project; if 
interested, please contact Donna Goeben 
at goeben@comcast.net or 860-693-
1560.  

 

Back - to - School Book Bags and 
Backpacks for Covenant to 

Care.  Please consider helping 
children by donating any of the 
items listed on the Mission Board 

or anything else you feel will help 
an abused or neglected child feel 

like s/he is ready for school.  
Often these children have been 
moved to a new school and have 

an increased need to feel like they 
belong; please no used items.   

Donations may be left in the 
Mission Box until August 15.  
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