Newsletter of The First Congregational Church, Canton Center, CT

From the Pastor

By Rev. Rushan Sinnaduray

The summer has flown by and we are gearing up for
the start of another program year - another year of
worship services, chicken pie supper, church school,
confirmation, music, youth programs and so much
more. | am looking forward to experiencing a
complete year of activities in this lively and exciting
community of faith.

During September and October, our worship services
and sermons will focus on what it means to be a
Christian community. We call ourselves a spiritual
community or a community of faith, but we rarely
have a clear understanding of what that really means.
Community is a great place to learn—learn about
yourself, learn about your fears, as well as being a
great place to practice living out your faith in safety
alongside others. Community is important. Belonging
is important. Growth in faith and belonging to a
Christian community are intimately connected.
Churches function as spiritual families where members
experience friendship, share life, struggles and hopes
and contribute their gifts.

As society becomes increasingly fragmented, people
search for community: somewhere to belong,
somewhere that offers identity and security. For many
people the church provides an important sense of
community and belonging.

To a large extent Christian belief is developed through
involvement with a community of faith, nurtured
within a network of relationships with other believers.
The way we connect with each other is central to the
good working of our communities of faith. Meeting
together is more than a celebration of beliefs; it is a
necessary part of keeping the fires of faith brightly
burning. For most of us, | hope, church is like a large,
open and welcoming family. For most of us, | hope,
church offers us a place to call our spiritual home.
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So, over the next few months, we will talk about and
reflect on who we are as a community of faith, what it
means to be a Christian community, the importance of
our past in shaping who we are now, how we welcome
and include guests and newcomers, how we can release
the energy created by being a part of this community so
that it makes a difference in our world, and what God is
calling us to be and to do in the future. It is going to be
an exciting journey.

Don’t forget as we GET BACK TO CHURCH to make
September the month that you invite someone to
church — it could be an individual or it could be a family,
it might be a friend who has never experienced our
community, it might be a family member, or it might be
someone who has drifted away from church. Invite
them to join us in worship bringing with them all the
richness of their stories and their journeys, their
guestions and their doubts and their desires and their
fears. Use these next few weeks to talk about your faith
and your faith community. We are a church and a
community that welcomes all, no matter who they are
or where they are on their journey of life and faith and
we need to share that good news!

Blessings and peace, Rev. Rushan

New Membership Vote. There will be a vote to
approve church membership for Rev. Rushan and
Arushini Sinnaduray on Sunday, September 12, for
him to receive ordained standing in the Farmington
Valley Association of the CT Conference prior to his
installation as the Pastor of Canton Center Church.
Please be present for this important vote.



Sarah W. LeGeyt
Director of Christian Education & Youth

WELCOME BACK TO CHURCH SCHOOL! Rally Day will
be Sunday, September 12", Registration will begin at
9:30am. Children will report to their classrooms to
meet and greet their teacher. Fill out a form in your
child’s classroom or bring the form found on line at
cantoncenterchurch.org. It is important that we have
a form each year for each student. At 10:00am
children will attend worship with their families.
Students will be dismissed with their teachers.

BREAK OUT THE HAWAIIAN SHIRTS! The C.E.
Committee will host a LUAU All-Church Picnic after
worship and church school on September 12™. We
will gather on the front lawn and be in community
with one another as we share our stories of summer
and hopes for the year ahead. Please bring a side dish
or salad if your last name begins with K-Z or bring a
dessert if your last name begins with A-J. The C.E.
Committee will provide the hot dogs and hamburgers.

DO YOU LIKE TO COOK? Please consider leading the
cooking workshop on Sept. 19, Sept 26, and Oct. 3.
Grades 2-5 will rotate in on different weeks as you
lead them in a cooking activity. Please call or email
Sarah.

PRESCHOOL TEACHER NEEDED to lead our three and
four year olds. We need a third volunteer to share
leading this class. We have an easy to follow
curriculum and it is always a fun age to work with.
Please call or email Sarah.

GRADE 3 SHEPHERD NEEDED to assist the workshop
leaders and rotate with the children each week. Please
call or email Sarah.

TEACHER ORIENTATION MEETING will be on
Thursday, September 2™ at 7pm. If you have not
signed up to teach and are interested, please come to
this meeting. Bring your calendars and ideas for the
year.

Christian Education News
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PRESCHOOL THROUGH GRADE ONE will meet in a
traditional classroom each week to learn and explore
the different Bible stories.

THE ROTATION WORKSHOP for grades two through five
will explore Bible stories through games and movement,
cooking, drama, and arts and crafts. They will rotate
through different workshops each week.

C.E. OFFICE HOURS will be Monday 9am — 12pm and
Wednesday 9am — 3pm and Thursday 12pm to
3:00pm. Please call 860-693-4581 or e-mail Sarah
LeGeyt at ce@cantoncenterchurch.org to reach me.

Confirmation
It is time to begin a brand new confirmation class.
Confirmation is for our ninth graders and other
senior high youth who have not yet been confirmed.
This year’s class will be led by Rev. Rushan with help
from Mrs. LeGeyt and Mr. Koplar. Over the course of
this year together, we will be examining some of our
basic beliefs, highlight a little church history, talk
about how our church works, explore other religions,
think about and write individual faith statements, go
on several field trips including trips to Plymouth and
the Cathedral of St John the Divine and attend a
confirmation retreat in the spring. Most importantly,
we will be having a lot of fun — with drumming, group
and community building games and loads of
interesting conversations. If you are in ot grade or
above and haven’t been confirmed yet, why not join
us. Contact Rev. Rushan
(pastor@cantoncenterchurch.org) or Mrs. LeGeyt
(ce@cantoncenterchurch.org) if you have any
guestions or if you would like to participate. It is
going to be a GREAT year!
Dates for Your Calendar...

e September 26 — 11:15am — Initial meeting

with confirmation class members & parents
e September 29 — 7:00pm — Class session
e October 1 - 6:30pm — Family Shabbat Service
at Congregation Beth Israel in West Hartford
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JYF News

Junior Youth Fellowship (Grades 6, 7 & 8)
by Sarah W. LeGeyt, Advisor

PIZZA KICK-OFF! On Sunday, September 19" after
church! Come and bring your parents and ideas for
the year ahead. Sign up on the board outside the

office.

SYF News

Senior Youth Fellowship (Grades 9-12)
by Sarah W. LeGeyt and Jim Koplar, Advisors

YOUR SERVICE IS REQUESTED by the C.E. Committee to
assist in the set-up for the All-Church Picnic on Sunday,
September 12". Please arrive by 9am to help. At 10am
you will meet with Mr. Smith and Mrs. Oswald to put
the finishing touches on the Heifer presentation and
breakfast for Sept. 19™. Even if you weren’t on the trip,
your help will be greatly appreciated!

HEIFER BREAKFAST to share our story with the
congregation will be on Sunday, September 19™. Please
arrive by 8am to set up.

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND...THE FELLOWSHIP HOUR
with Jim Koplar! He will lead an hour of fellowship every
third Sunday starting at 10am. The first meeting will be
on October 17". We will meet in the Corner Room.
Continental breakfast will be served!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! We will sell ButterBraids
again this year on October 17, 24, and 31 during coffee
hour. Please look for the sign up to sell on the SYF
board. Proceeds will go toward the 2011 Mission Trip.
We need everyone to help!

NIGHT WATCH AT THE CATHEDRAL OF SAINT JOHN THE
DIVINE in New York City, NY. On November 19" and
20™, we will spend the night in one of the largest
Cathedrals in the world with other youth from around
the country. We will have time for discovery,
meditation, candlelight worship, music and fun! The
cost is S50 per person and extra spending money. We
will leave the church at 4:15 on the 19" and return
home by 12 noon on the 20™. Money /permission slips
are due September 26™.
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Music Notes

Mary Lou Keefe
Director of Music

What an amazing, old-fashioned, hot dry, summer we
have been having! | hope you all have been enjoying it
because soon enough the cold weather will be upon
us. With that in mind, it is time to start thinking about
singing and ringing once again. The following are the
start-up dates for the choirs.

The first meeting for the Senior Choir is at 6:00 PM on
Monday, August 30, at the home of Marilyn Larose,
with a potluck supper and rehearsal to follow.

The Cherry Book Chimes bell choir will have a listening
session on Thursday, September 2, at 7:00pm in the
Corner Room.

The Junior Choir, under the direction of Betsy Ash,
meets for the first time on Sunday, September 19, at
11:15am in the Music Room, after Sunday service.

| look forward to seeing all of you and hopefully some
new faces.

Mark your calendars!

Join the Senior Choir
and invited guest singers on
Saturday, October 30", 6:00pm,
for an evening of dinner and entertainment:
spaghetti and meatballs and dessert
a la Chef McAllister and
music which will include familiar chorus
numbers, solos and duets
from Broadway shows.
Stay tuned...
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Mission News

By David Poleyestewa, Chairperson

Mission Emphasis for September:
School Kits for Church World Service

The following specific items make up a school kit:

e One pair of blunt metal scissors, round tip

e Two 70-page notebooks or
a quantity equal to 200-210 pages

e One 30-centimeter ruler or 12-inch ruler
with both measurements

e One hand held pencil sharpener

e One large eraser

e Six new pencils with eraser

e One box of 24 crayons (only 24)

e One 12”x14” to 14”x17” finished size cotton
or lightweight canvas bag with cloth
handles (Please: No reusable shopping bags
or backpacks.)

Any of the above items may be purchased and left
in the Mission Box by the kitchen door during the
month of September.

If someone finds the canvas or cotton bags at a low
price, please contact chairman, David Poleyestewa,
and let him know.

Trustees News
By Katha Kerr, Chairperson

PARSONAGE PORCH PAINTING PROJECT: One of
the last things that needs to be done at the
parsonage is the painting of the front porch! If you
have some time and can help out please contact
Loren Grabinsky.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE MEETING: The
Trustees will be giving an update as to where we
stand with the Capital Campaign, what has been
collected, where we have spent the money, and
what we still hope to accomplish. Please plan on
spending some time after church on September
19", during coffee hour!
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SYF HEIFER BREAKFAST

Sunday, September 19" at 8:30am
Come and hear from the Youth about their
experience at Heifer’s Overlook Farm in Rutland, MA.
Come and see what all your support did for us!

Rethinking Hospitality

Are you interested in doing some thinking, reflecting
and brainstorming around the concept of hospitality?
Are you interested in exploring ways in which we can
expand and build on the hospitality our church offers
those who walk through our doors on a Sunday
morning? If you are, we will be meeting on Wednesday,
September 22, 2010 at 7pm in the Corner Room to
begin our conversations. Please join us and bring your
thoughts and ideas. RSVP to Rev. Rushan
(pastor@cantoncenterchurch.org) so that he can
forward you any material for reading prior to the
meeting.

Wider Church Fellowship News

The Chicken Pie Supper and Harvest Fair are just
around the corner on Saturday, October 2. These
annual fall fund raisers will be here before you know
it. As we all return from our vacations, let’s
remember the significant number of volunteers
needed for these great fellowship events to happen.

For Chicken Pie Supper, please be ready to sign up as
you see the posting appear on the kitchen door. If
you have never worked on the event, don’t worry.
We'll make sure you get all the information you
need. The jobs are broken down into segments that
can be handled by just about anyone. Please help,
you’ll be glad you did.

For Harvest Fair, there are many ways to help — chair
a booth or donate any of a variety of items.

And don’t forget that we need people to come eat
and shop! This is important, too, in making the whole
day a success.
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ANNUAL CHICKEN PIE SUPPER
Saturday, October 2
Seatings: 5:00, 6:00, 7:00pm

Tickets: $12.00 adults; $6.00 children under 12.

RESERVATIONS ARE A MUST. It is often a sell-out.
Call Beverly Sealand 860-667-2776 or Evelyn Sealand
860-693-4140. (Please provide a call back number
when leaving a phone message regarding
reservations.)

Lots and lots of help is needed for the following:

e GRAVY MAKING — Thursday, Sept. 30, 3:00pm

e DINING ROOM SET-UP — Thursday, Sept. 30, 7pm

e HEAVY LIFTING OF VEGETABLE POTS - Friday,
October 1, 9:00am to Noon.

e CHICKEN PIE CRUST MAKING and PIE ASSEMBLY—
Sat., October 2, 9:00am

e THE BIG EVENT — Saturday, October 2, lots and lots
of help! See the kitchen door for SIGN-UP. Please
SIGN UP EARLY so the chairs don’t have to panic and
so you get to do your favorite job. This is a fun time
and a great way to get to know your fellow church
members.

CHAIRPERSONS: Chairs: Art Dewey; Karen
Needham; Co-chairs: Craig McAllister; Cathy Koplar.

ANNUAL HARVEST FAIR
Saturday, October 2, 3¢7pm

Plans for our Annual Harvest Fair are underway.
Please consider donating your time as a booth chair
or items to make our fair a success.

BOOTHS

Arts & Crafts **Chairperson needed.
Donations from the talented and creative.
Handmade items in any media are welcome. Those
who knit, sew, crochet, stencil, work with wood, paint
— we're looking for you! A simple craft or two for kids
to make has become a part of this booth as well.
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Candy Chairperson: Grace Robinson

Donations of candy, fudge, penuche, peanut
brittle, caramel corn, chewy or hard candies,
chocolate, prepackaged candy or the penny
candy type.

Baked Goods Chairperson: Mary Lou Keefe
Donations of baked goods such as breads, pies,
coffee cakes, muffins, cookies or brownies.
(Please list ingredients for allergies. Thank you.)

Plants and Flowers **Chairperson needed.
Donations of house plants, flowers, small shrubs,
dried flowers, bulbs, cuttings with labels and
instructions, if possible.

Quilt Drawing **Chairperson needed.
Quilts graciously made and donated by Cindy
Rockwell/Sue Bahre and Peg Carlton. The quilts
will be on display and tickets will be on sale prior
to the Fair at coffee hours and during the Fair.

White Elephant **Chairpersons & workers

needed.
Donations of gently used and clean items.
PLEASE NOTE! We were OVERWHELMED by the
amount of donations last year, and the amount
that didn't sell, and the several van loads that
had to be hauled to the dump. Donations will be
accepted ONLY during scheduled hours the week
of the fair. Please set aside no more than 10
items to donate. Thanks!

Harvest Table **Chairperson needed.
Donations of fruits, vegetables, jellies, jams,
honey, pickles, canned goods, pumpkins, syrup,
herb vinegars, cheese, etc.

Tea Cup Auction **Chairpersons needed.
Donations of gift certificates, gift baskets, items
or services. Tickets are on sale at coffee hours
and during the Fair.

DONATIONS FOR THE FAIR BOOTHS OTHER
THAN THE WHITE ELEPHANT will be accepted
(rooms in the church school will be marked with
the names of the booths) any time after church
school on Sunday, September 26, and the
following week. Please consider helping to make
this Fair a success. Thank you, Norm and Judy
Robinson, Fair chairpersons; and Polly Rice, Mary
Engvall and Jan Tanner, co-chairs.
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COME TO THE LUAU!
ALL-CHURCH PICNIC
Sunday, September 12th

after worship.

If your last name begins with letters:

A-J please bring a dessert;

K-Z please bring a salad or a side dish.
There will be hot dogs, hamburgers
and drinks provided.
$2 per person (under 3 free);
$10 family maximum



