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Deaconsd Bench
Karen Needham, Deacon

A short history of 'Silent Night', a favorite Christmas Carol

On Christmas Eve of 1818 the young priest of St. Nicholas parish church, Father Joseph Morh, in Obendor
faced disaster. He had been making last minute preparations for the special Christmas Eve service that ha
planned for months with the music and messages; everything was in place. But he then discovered that the
wouldn't play. He struggled for hours trying to make the keys work, the stops, the pedals, but the organ rer
There was no chance of fixing the instrument before the evening service. He was not a man to just give up.
of a poem he had written several years before c:
Grandfather's home to church. Mohr took his poem to the schoolmaster and organist of a nearby town, Fral
frantically asked Franz to write a melody to accompany the poem on guitar. In just a couple of hours, Grube
music done and the carol was played for the first time that night at the Christmas Eve service.

The song was not translated into English for another 50 years. Episcopalian bishop John Freeman Young f
English translation that is most frequently sung today in 1859. The writing of the song is unique enough but
interesting event makes this carol special. In 1914, during the Christmas truce during World War I, the sonc
French, English and German simultaneously. It was apparently the one song that all the soldiers on both si

THE CHRI STMAS STORIES AND THEI R MEANI NGS

Smagdioup conversat.i

Things we wonder about i afivity

Thurs., DecilB:0a00na6nl/iX

with Rev. Brenda

Two of our four New Testament gospels, Matthew and Luke, give us nativity storigs about Jesus.
They are two almost completely different stories.
As we look at the traditions about the birth of Jesus that have come down fo us,
what things do we wonder about, want to think more about?
HistoryMythologyThe blend of both?
What questions and insights arise?
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Remembering the Communion of Sa

On Nov. 4, All Saints Sunday, we wused our
communi on--ooufr spadinstesmlaland remembered ones w
and all our drhee dtl @rwd nign wlfadietrts. rgipvy @ elnit fe e

one generatiTbbe sbonks péated at the base ¢
congregation that morning, represented our

For al | the saints, who from their I
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Happy Advent Season!

>
-« O
o O
S o
= L
5
A c
2 o
T
> <
b ©
8 O
cd
o -
B n
= C
8 o
S.I
T n
MS
e
o
C L
s >
-
>
o o
> C
s
-
o O
s
— O
c O
o —
o
=

Director of Faith Formation
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Sarah Pradhan
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Wider Church
Linda & Craig McAllister

Thanksgiving Potluck

Between 7480 people gathered for our annual Thanksgiving potluck lunch on November
This is always a time of great fellowship.

// “

We are always looking for ideas

0507<F=GHA5GU75FC@1 for fellowship.
at the Riverton Congregational Church. _
If you have any suggestions,
We have a block of 20 tickets for the please speak to:
December 9 show at 2:00 pm Craig or Linda McAllister,

Casey Levine or

See Kristin Oswald for more information or to purchase tickets.
Kristin Oswald.




