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THE CHURCHMOUSE 

      ADVENT ~ CHRISTMAS    2018  
 
 

Dec. 2          Advent I  
 

                    Weõll begin the new season with a decorated sanctuary, 
                              including a new banner for Advent, and with the 

                              lighting of the first candle in the Advent wreath, Hope.  
                               

                              An all-church Advent workshop will follow ð see p. 5  
 

Dec. 9           Advent II  
 

                     Weõll light the second Advent candle, for Peace.  
 
Dec. 16          Advent III  
 

                      Our service will include Lessons & Carols, with 
                                 special music by the vocal and bell choirs, and 
                                 our now-annual tradition of a Living Crèche. 

                                 The third Advent candle will be lit, for Joy.  
                                 

Dec. 23          Advent IV  
 

                      Weõll have a simple morning service as we complete 
                                 the Sundays of Advent, light the fourth candle, for 

                                 Love , and prepare for the festival of Christmas. 
 

Dec. 24          Christmas Eve  
 

         Two similar candlelight services: 
 

              5:00 p.m.   Family service, with a Message for All Ages, 
                                 Cherub Choir and Handbell Choir 
 

              7:00 p.m.  Traditional service, with a homily, Senior Choir 
 

Dec. 30          First Sunday after Christmas  
 

                       Lay-led morning service, with a carol sing,  
                                  to continue our celebration of Christmas and  
             turn our thoughts to the new year. 
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Deaconsõ Bench 
Karen Needham, Deacon 
 

 

A short history of 'Silent Night', a favorite Christmas Carol 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On Christmas Eve of 1818 the young priest of St. Nicholas parish church, Father Joseph Morh, in Obendorf, Austria 
faced disaster. He had been making last minute preparations for the special Christmas Eve service that had been 
planned for months with the music and messages; everything was in place.  But he then discovered that the organ  
wouldn't play.  He struggled for hours trying to make the keys work, the stops, the pedals, but the organ remained silent. 
There was no chance of fixing the instrument before the evening service. He was not a man to just give up. He thought 
of a poem he had written several years before called ñStille Nachtò, while he was out walking on a winter's night from his 
Grandfather's home to church. Mohr took his poem to the schoolmaster and organist of a nearby town, Franz Gruber. He 
frantically asked Franz to write a melody to accompany the poem on guitar. In just a couple of hours, Gruber had the 
music done and the carol was played for the first time that night at the Christmas Eve service.   
 
The song was not translated into English for another 50 years. Episcopalian bishop John Freeman Young published the 
English translation that is most frequently sung today in 1859. The writing of the song is unique enough but one other 
interesting event makes this carol special. In 1914, during the Christmas truce during World War I, the song was sung in 
French, English and German simultaneously. It was apparently the one song that all the soldiers on both sides knew. 

 
 

WORSHIP MINISTRY 

 

 

               THE CHRISTMAS STORIES AND THEIR MEANINGS 
 
                                        Small-group conversation: 
 

                  Things we wonder about in the nativity traditions 
 
                           Thurs., Dec. 6, 10:30 a.m. ï 12:00 noon 
 
                                                  with Rev. Brenda 
 
Two of our four New Testament gospels, Matthew and Luke, give us nativity stories about Jesus.   

They are two almost completely different stories.   
As we look at the traditions about the birth of Jesus that have come down to us,  

what things do we wonder about, want to think more about? 
History?  Mythology?  The blend of both? 

What questions and insights arise? 
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WORSHIP MINISTRY 

 Remembering the Communion of Saints 

 

On Nov. 4, All Saints Sunday, we used our beautiful fountain in a ritual of remembrance of the 

communion of saints -- our personal loved and remembered ones who have departed this life, 

and all our ancestors in faith.   The flowing waters represented the flow of God- given life from 

one generation to the next.  The stones placed at the base of the fountain, by members of our 

congregation that morning, represented our individually remembered loved ones. 

For all the saints, who from their labors rest....    alleluia, alleluia 
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Music Notes    
aŀǊȅ [ƻǳ YŜŜŦŜΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ aǳǎƛŎ 

 

    
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
The Advent season begins on Dec 2nd and the Senior choir will be singing music appropriate to the 
season.  On December 16th,  the 3rd annual Ceremony of Lessons and Carols with Living Cr¯che 
will be presented. All choirs including Senior, Handbell, and Cherubs have been diligently working 
on beautiful Christmas music.  In addition to several anthems performed by the choirs, there will be 
carols of the season and Bible readings that tell the story of the birth of the Christ Child with the 
Living Cr¯che as the finale.  The Senior Choir will be augmented with the voices of four guest 
singers.  On Dec. 23rd there will be an extended Carol Sing when many will be able to choose their 
favorite Christmas carols. 

 
On Christmas Eve, there will be two services.  The first starts at 5:00 pm and is geared more to 
families.  The handbell choir will be ringing and the Cherubs, under the direction of Judy Robinson, 
will be singing "Go Tell It on the Mountain"  The second service starts at 7:00 pm with music  
provided by the Senior Choir and soloists.  

WORSHIP MINISTRY 

The Canton Interfaith Celebration of Thanksgiving  was held on the 
afternoon of Nov. 18th,  at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,  
and included Jewish, Christian, Buddhist and Muslim participants.   
Members of our Senior Choir participated in a combined choir of about  
fifty for the service, which was well received.   Thank you to all who  
sang and to those who contributed food for the reception that followed. 
  

                            SPECIAL THANKS TO: 
 
      All the  members of the Senior Choir who  
 

               have been giving of their time in order  
 

                      to extend the time of rehearsals. 
 
               Judy Robinson who has been working with a  
                           

                         rather large and lively group of Cherubs.  
  
                                      They are really singing out this year.   



The Churchmouse  Page 5 

 

   Happy Advent Season! 

As we enter into the season of Advent, I am filled with joy, gratitude, and anticipation.   
For children the anticipation of Christmas revolves around the magic of Santa, elves, 
presents and reindeer.  As an adult, I've found that the anticipation shifts to a different 
kind of magic; the magic of Jesus and his gifts to the world. Advent season is full of 
expectancy as adults...not for presents and Santa, but for family, love, real human 
connection, and compassion,  I look forward to how communities, churches, and 
individuals work together  to serve those in need. I look forward to seeing my family 
during the holidays.  I am eager to celebrate Jesus' birth together with special music  
and a living cr¯che. This time is so much more than the gifts, lights, and candy canes 
that excite our children, but it sure holds a lot of magic still! 

 

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY 
Director of Faith Formation  
Sarah Pradhan  

 

Upcoming Events 
 
ADVENT WORKSHOP ~ DEC. 2 
Advent Workshop will be held after church on December 2nd.  The Christian 
Education committee invites all to frost and decorate sugar cookies after 
worship, and take part in a holiday craft.  
 
LIVING CRECHE  ~ DEC. 16                                                       
December 16th will be our living cr¯che performance. 
Children and adults will be in costume and will depict the first Christmas in 
Bethlehem. 
 
FOURTH SUNDAY FOOD COLLECTION ~ DEC. 23 
Our Church school kids will be collecting non perishable food items from the 
congregation, every 4th Sunday during worship.  Food donations will be given 
to the Canton Food Pantry.  

 

Thank you .  .  . 
 

Thanks to all of you who had purchased Butter Braids. We sold $507 worth, with a profit of $117.  
  

This will go to the JYF missions, Canton Food Bank and Hands of Grace. 
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Once again our Church has been 
asked to bring smiles to those in 
need.  We have been asked to help 
with clients of Wellmore. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Christmas Tree will be 
decorated with paper ornaments.  
Select the gift you wish to give and 
sign for it, carefully keeping the gift 
tag to attached to your gift.   
 
Please put the wrapped gift and 
attached ornament under the tree by 
December 16th.   
 
You may also decorate the tree 
with hats, mittens or scarves for 
children or adults.  Thank you for your 
thoughtfulness.   
 
If you have  questions, please call 
Carole Fisher at 860-693-8245. 

Missions & Outreach  
Carole Fisher  

    COMMUNITY OUTREACH MINISTRY 

Everywhere I look I see more evidence of how wonderful your  
response has been to the requests of the Missions Committee.   
 
With pleasure I wheeled to my car, our overflowing Wagon of Bounty to 
transfer its contents to the Canton Food Bank.   As Food Bank staff assisted 
in getting things to the right spots on their shelves not only did they continuously 
thank you all but also thought back to the fresh offerings we were able to deliver 
from our own Church Vegetable Garden.  Those were also a special treat! 

 

Thanks to your generosity, we now have 
recently made delivery of still more personal 
hygiene products to Hands of Grace and Fish.   
 

Local cleaners are again offering their services to 
us to clean some of the gently used winter coats 
and hats prior to sending those to local shelters.  
What wonderful cooperation the whole 
community is demonstrating in our efforts to 
assist those in need.  You all should be 
congratulated!   
 

(As we are thanking you, we want to make 
one change in our requests.  The group who 
were able to use pill bottles to distribute 
medications to the needy in Africa has found a 
still more economical ways to get medications to 
those in need.  Hence, you no long need to save 
medicine bottles as you have in the past.  Thank 
you for doing so before.) 

 
 
 
 
 
Special thanks to those who have facilitated or 
prepared the Green Bean Casseroles and the 
Gravy for Thursdayôs Town Wide  Dinner! 

 
Thanks to all who have  

donated to our neighbors in need!   
 

You have done a wonderful job  
and it is appreciated by many. 
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FELLOWSHIP/INREACH  MINISTRY 

Thanksgiving Potluck  
 

Between 70 - 80 people gathered for our annual Thanksgiving potluck lunch on November 18.   
This is always a time of great fellowship. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wider Church  
Linda & Craig McAllister  
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at the Riverton Congregational Church.   
 

We have a block of 20 tickets for the  
December 9 show at 2:00 pm  

  
See Kristin Oswald for more information or to purchase tickets. 

 
We are always looking for ideas  

for fellowship.   
 

If you have any suggestions, 
please speak to: 

 

Craig or Linda McAllister,  
Casey Levine or  
Kristin Oswald. 


