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THE CHURCHMOUSE 

     The Manger and the Cross 
 
                                                                                                             
 
Come listen, the sounds of God-with us ring clear, 
 
And signs of a cross in the distance appear. 
 
The Word once made flesh, yet the Word ever near: 
 
One candle is lit for the Christ birthday here. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

So we sang on Christmas Eve, as we lit the Christ candle in the Advent wreath and completed our 
liturgical watch through the season of Christôs birth.  Signs of a cross in the distance appear:  already 
before the festival of his birth is complete, we are reminded of the form that love will take for this 
Childéreminded even as we sing of peace and joy that the stories will go on to tell us the world will 
crucify this same Love.   For Christians, these two themes always weave together and live together in 
the heart of faith.  The cross and the manger ï birth and death, joy and sorrow, love and hate, wisdom 
and the rejection of wisdom, Godôs abiding in everything -- are all in one story. 
 
 

And in another sense entirely, a cross is near for us, as we close the Christmas season with Epiphany.  
On the second Sunday of Epiphany, January 13th, we will dedicate a beautiful new cross in our 
sanctuary, on the wall above the pulpit.   It will be simple, in keeping with our worship space.  It will 
remind us of the arc of the Jesus story, of the Christian story, of our own stories.  As the central 
symbol of Christianity for centuries, the cross will have a place in our sanctuary and in our 
consciousness.  And as we allow our hearts, minds and spirits to reflect on its meaning, it will ï over 
the years, in all seasons ï help us to know more deeply what it means to believe that in God, love is 
the shape of all that matters, from manger to cross and beyond. 
 
 

Come listen, the sounds of God-with-us ring clearé 
 
 
                                                                         Faithfully, 
 
                                                                         Rev. Brenda    
 
 

Please see page 2 for details about the dedication of our new cross on January 13. 
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   Opportunity for New Members to Join in February 

 

The Deacons and pastor are planning for the reception of new members on 
Sunday, February 3, and ask all who are interested in joining at that time, as well 
as any who would like to explore the possibility without obligation, to attend a 
preparatory session on Sunday, January 20, after the service.   This will be an 
opportunity to get to know better our prospective new members, share the basics 
about membership in the church, and answer questions.   
 
If you plan to attend that session, please let us know by contacting the church 
office:  office@cantoncenterchurch.org, or 860-693-4581.    
 

Please feel to contact Rev. Brenda if you have any questions before then about  
the process (pastor@cantoncenterchurch.org) 
 

WORSHIP MINISTRY 

 
 
Dedication of a New Sanctuary Cross in January  
 
 
A very special event will take place within our service on Jan. 13, as 
we dedicate a new cross for our sanctuary.  Proposed by our Deacons  
and endorsed by our Church Council, this has been an idea long in the 
making. A simple wooden cross, in keeping with our worship space,  
will now hang on the wall above the pulpit, and will pair with the worship  
banners introduced a year ago as a way of deepening our visual experience in worship.   
 
As with the banners, and at the request of the Sealand family, the new cross will be 
dedicated in memory of the Rev. Dr. Evans F. Sealand, Jr., who served as pastor of  
our church from 1959-1994.  Memorial funds in Rev. Sealandôs name are being used  
to support the project.  We are deeply indebted to Bill Needham for donated time  
and craftsmanship in the building and installation of the cross. 

mailto:office@cantoncenterchurch.org,
mailto:pastor@cantoncenterchurch.org
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                     Worship in January 
 
Jan. 6              Epiphany; Communion 
                        Completion of the Christmas season; 
                        Epiphany dinner follows the service. 
 
Jan. 13            First Sunday after Epiphany 
                        Dedication of Cross (see below) 

                        Congregational budget meeting follows the service. 
 
Jan. 20            Second Sunday after Epiphany 
 
Jan. 27            Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 

 
  We have just left the hustle and bustle of the Christmas season.  I hope you had it in your heart that: 
  
 

ñPeace.  It does not mean to be in a place where there is no noise,  
trouble or hard work.  It means to be in the midst of those things  
and still be calm in your heart.ò  

                                                                     

            (author unknown).  
  
 
   Now, as we enter the New Year with all of our resolutions of being kinder, going to  
   church, saving money, finding love, losing weight, I hope you add this to your list: 
  
 

ñéDance as though no one is watching you. 
Love as though you have never been hurt before. 
Sing as though no one can hear you. 
Live as though heaven is on earth.ò  

 

      ˈ Father Alfred D'Souza 
 

   Peace and Light, 
   Darryl Haberern 

Deaconsõ Bench 
Darryl Haberern, Deacon 
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Music Notes    
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WORSHIP MINISTRY 

As this year winds down and with the New Year looming,  there 
are so many people to whom I owe much gratitude and thanks, 
especially as related to the Advent and Christmas music but 
also throughout the entire year.  In this month's issue I would 
like to highlight the members of all the choirs as they are all so 
important   to the music program and of course to me. 
 
 

SENIOR CHOIR         (*guest singers who joined us for Palm Sunday Cantata and Ceremony of Lessons and Carols)    
 

Sopranos                          Altos                               Tenors                             Basses 
Jennifer Defusco                Betsy Ash                       Jerry Alonzy                      Dan LeGeyt 
 Donna Hammond            *Megan Keefe                 Tim Legeyt                       *Geo Light 
 Rina Pane                          Marilyn Larose                *Bill Thomas                     Paul Stansel 
*Gail Prelli                           Linda McAllister                                                        Jim Todd 
 Judy Robinson                   Karen Needham            
 Kathy Todd                        Kathy Pickrell 
                                            *Clare Workman   
           
CHERRY BROOK CHIMES 
Donna Hammond                Megan Keefe                  Gina Magennis  Karen Needham                                    
Bob Oswald                         Kathy Pickrell  Judy Robinson    Martha Stansel            Cindy Webb 
 
 
CHERUB CHOIR   Judy Robinson, Director 
 

Isla Jamieson   Siena Jamieson  Liam Baumgart  Grace Baumgart           Colin Baumgart 
Ella Goodwin   Lana Goodwin  Anna Wiedrich  Owen Pradhan            Avery Pradhan 
Jillian Orlando   Sylvie Hager   Hunter St. Amand Declan St. Amand        Maegan Mailman 
Emma Mailman   Ariana Totzke  Crawford Kesl  Madeleine Kesl 

May all of you have a happy and healthy New Year.      
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Warm wishes for the New Year that is upon us! 
 
We had a wonderful Advent season with our youth and families! The Christmas season was busy and full of 
excitement and joy.  Some of our highlights were Advent workshop, where we decorated cookies and created 
a sparkly star craft, and our living cr¯che, which was well attended and so fun!  Our classes have been full, 
and that makes for great connections and camaraderie between all of the children. Iôve been so happy to meet 
some new children and families, and do look forward to getting to know you all better as the months go on. 
 
The time of advent is always full of such happiness and warmth. The church school kids and families have 
brought great joy into my life, this season and every week, and I thank you for that gift! 
 
As we start a new calendar year, we look forward to some big CE events, like the cake auction and a spring 
Messy Church!  Keep your eyes on the email blasts and bulletins for more information! 
 
Blessings, 

Sarah Pradhan  

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY 
Director of Faith Formation  
Sarah Pradhan  

A scene from our Living Crèche on December 16th  


